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A Minister’s Experience, ¢

CINCINNATL, Omi0, Jan, 1004, |
It is about six years since I felt’ that \
thing was out of order, although I didn't «,
except that 1 looked pale and thin; a
numbness affected me so that I couldn't
properly, my eyesight was also impaire|
3 ‘ntly moving in the ey t
read, but after I took Past
onic all these symptoms disapp. (
hand well again, May God bl
3 E. HAUN, Pastor,
Thanks to the Almighty,

ToroNTO, Iowa, Feh
My wife had headache sixteen y.
falling sickr L
astor Koenig
fe has had no_more headac
cured entirely, Thanks to the
the Tonic.

Koenic

'
mighty God f r
JOHN WELCH,

A Valuabie 1500k on Nervou
e!:lscs and a sample bottle to
dre.

'oor paticuts alsoget the

icine free,

y has been preparedby the Rev, Tathes
Koenig, of Fort Wayne, Ind., since 1876, aud 15 now
under his direction by the

KOENIC MED. CO., Chicago, i1,
49 S. Franklin Street.
Sold by Druggists at 81 per Bottle, 6for 8§
Large Size, $1.75. G Bottles for $9,
InjLondon by W.E Saunders & Co.

J. J. HEFFRON & (0.,

—Manufacturers of—

Mattressest& Bedding.

Orders by mail pmmfnly attended 1o,
Mattresses re-made equal to new, Instity.
tions supplied on ‘liberal terms, Ordereq
goods a specialty, Feathers renovated,
Telephone 5191,

1056 Queen St. West, TORONTO, Can.

 NOTICE. iy

This remed,

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, ~* ==+
When the publication of the Canadian '/
man ceaged, a large amount of money was due
by subscribers. Up to this time, the publisher
did not trouble them with accounts or ask for
settlement. The financial circumstances of the
undersigned oblige him to appeal to those who
were in arrears for the Frecman to pay part,
at ieast, of what they owe. Though thke in.
debtedness of all is Jong since out-lawed by
lapse of time, the undersigned ventures 1o
hope that a large number of his old friends any
supporters—or their children—will be led by =
congcientious sense of justice and a recollec-
tion of the Frecman's "usefulness. in try ng
times, to come to his aid and respond to a call
patiently delayed for a quarter of a century
The books of the ¥/ ecman having been 1ost
the matter of payment is left entirely to the dis
cretion and honesty of the subscribéers.
Please address (. Moylan
Daly avenue

STENOGRAPHER
WANTED =

HOW OFTEN jyou see such i
advertisement d how few th
are who are qualified to fill suct
positions, I make a specialty o
fitting youngz men and young lidies
for office positions by my individuul

plan.
Terms reasonable, Instiuctions
by mail a spe ty.

FIKST LESSON FREE,
Address or apply to
CHAS. A. COLT,

108 Burwell st., London, Ont,

Proprietor LONDON SHORTHAND SCHOOT
Instructor at the SACRED HEART CONVENT,
855 PER ACRE WILL BUY THE
Williams' farm — 100 acres — situated in West
minister Township, five miles from the City of
[ff)lltlf)lll. Ont.: one and a guarter miles trom
Electric  Railway. I)wcflinu. Barns and
Fences in good order. Seventy acres under
cultivation ; fifteen acres wood land, and bal-
ance unbroken. The orchard is one of the
best. ¥
Suitable for market, garden, milk bus
and mixed farming : hence its grea
80 near the city.  For further partic

dress J. W. POCOCK,

in care of Pocock Bros.,
110 Dundas Street
London, Unt,

wiars

915-tf

MILITIA.

—_—

\'I‘I ALED TENDERS for the supply for
») Permanent Force and Active Militia
Necessaries, Barrack Stores and Camp Equip-
ment, consisting of Boots, Socks, Under Cloth-
ing, Shirts, Razors, Brushes, ete.; Rugs
Sheets, Corn Brooms, etc., Blankets, Water-
proof Sheets, Marquees; Saddlery and Num-
nahs, will be received up to noon, Friday. sth
of May, 1806, The Tenders are to be marked on
the left hand corner of the envelope. Tender
for ** Militia Store Supplies,” and are to be ad-
dressed to the undersigned.

The Contract for Roots is to cover a period of
three years from the 1st July, 1895 ; those for
Ae(vessnrigs. Barrack Stores and Camp Equip-
ment are for one year from 1st July, 185

Printed formns of tender containing full par
ticulars may be obtained from the Department
at Ottawa, at the offices of the District Pay
masters at London, Toronto, Kingston, Mon-
treal, Quebec, St. John, N, B.. and Winnipeg
Man ., and the office of the Deputy Adjutant
General of Military District No. ¥, Halifax.

Every article of Necessaries, Barrack Stores,
etc., to be furnighed, as well as the materia)
therein, must be manufactured in Canada, and
similar in every respect to the seales pattern
thereof, which' may be seen at the office of the
undersigned at Otrawa, This does not apply te
material for saddlery. ither seaterd t
terns. nor samples, will
siring to tender,

No tender will he received unless made on &
priuted form furnished by the Department, not
will a tender be considered it the printed form
is altered in any manner whatever,

Each tender must be accompanied by an ac
cepted Chartered Canadian Bank cheque pay-
able to the order ot the Honorable, the [.\liniﬂt‘l
of Militia and Defence, for an amount equal t
ten per cent. of the total value of the icle
tendered for, which will be forfeitec the
party meking the tender declares to sign a con-
tract when called upon todo so. If the tender
be not accepted, the cheque will be returned.

The Department does not bind itself to accept
the lowest or any tender.

A, BENOIT, Capt.
Secretary.
Department of Militia and Defence,
Ottawa, 15th April, 18045, 14-3
) f

SERDS

That are Specially Grown for
a Critical Trade
IS NOW READY

And will be Mailed on
Application, . .

J. GAMMAGE & SONS

213 Dundas £t, LONDON, ONT.

sent to pa

from

Mention this Paper.
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Christianus mihi nomen est, Latholicus vero Cognomen.”—(Christian is my Name, but Cath
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gome Graceful Poems,

Boston Pilot.

s Fddies " is the modest title of a
peat little volumo of poems by '1“’ H.
Wright, which comes to us from Wex-
ford, Ire. 'They are mfu‘kul through-
out by elevation of feeling, l(‘ll(vln‘l‘m-\',
and delicacy, and almost !a.xllti"s;‘ ex-

ression, Here is an exquisite sonnet,
worthy to be ranked among the most
touching of the laments for unhappy
Erin’s hope deferred :—
CONSECRATION,

i ghall I do, my country, for thy
“'lhl?n:u emerald gem on Eurove’s out
hand i ol i
That sends to far Columbia’s sister-strand
A wave of recoguition. Shall I break
A sword in thy defence ? or lightly w ‘,L,.
The silence of thy shrincs that stud the land
Like broken altar-lamps at thy command
with mugic soft as moonlizht on a lake ?
Thy sword sleeps in the scabbard's close em

Hrare @ .
Thy harp hangs mute. Thy sons, like crater-
dust, !
The severed atoms of a mighty race,
Are blown abroad Thy very virtues rust
God yet shall wipe the tears from off' thy face,
I kneel in faith and patience. He is just.

And here is something which Our
Lady's claints will like to read during
her own month :—

A MAY CAROL.

Spring has come though the world be old
Tl(‘;'bepmonth of May is the month of Mary)
And earth i3 like Heaven's street of gold.

For the furze is out and the cowslip bold,
Sing high in praise of Mary.

Where are ye going decked so fine ?

(The mon{h of May is the month of Mary)
“\We are going to Our Lad{ sshrine N
W here broods the milk-white Dove divine,
Sing high in praise of Mary.

Say. may I join your companie ?
(The lgoni‘b of May is the month of Mary)
For I would fain consort with ye,
In payln{z court to her majesty.
Sing high in praise of Mary.

“ Yea come with us, and as we go,
(The month of May is the month of Mary)
“We'll pluck the lily flowers that blow
Less pure than her virgin heart of snow.”
Sing high in praise of Mary.
* And we will pray, O Mother mild !’
(The month of May is the month of Mary)
* Since in thy arms the world has smiled,
Grant that we twain bereconciled
Sing high in praise of Mary,

e

THE POPE'S SUPREMACY.

Father Sydney Smith's Rsply to an
Anglican Canon,

At the Plymouth Cathedral the Rev,
Svdney Smith, S. J., lately made refer-
ence to an attack on the Papal suprem-
acy by Canon Hammond, an Anglican
clergyman of St. Audrew's, during a
course of controversial lectures,

I recognize, said the preacher, that
Canon Hammond's sermon alludes to a
tract of which I am myself the author
— a tract entitled ‘‘Papal Supremacy
and Infallibility,” published by the
Catholic Truth Society. In this tract
Ihave said : ‘‘There are three texts
in the Bible which Anglicans dislike,
viz., Matthew xvi., 13-20, Luke Y
31-32, John xxi., 15-17. Anglican
preachers give them a wide berth,
unless compelled by a challenge from
adversaries to discuss them, and then
the discussion is of the most summary
kind. It partakes more of the character
of explaining away than explaining.”
On this passage Canon Hammond
remarks : ** He regretted that a recent
Roman controversalist should have
allowed himself to speak of these as
texts which Aunglicans dislike, and to
which they give a wide berth. I re-
gretted such language because it was
untrue, and he feared the writer knew
it was untrue.”

For my part I regret that Canon
Hammond should have found it neces-
sary to impute to me so evil a frame of
mind. But I will respond only by
saying that however much of what is
untrue I find in his sermon I feel quite
sure that he would not say anything
which he knew to be untrue. DBut
then I must also reiterate my own
previous statement, and even claim his
sermon as an apt illustration of what I
meant. It deals with the three texts
referred to ; but it deals with them with
the object of showing if possible that
they do not help us, not of showing
that they help him ; although, seeing
how they stand out in the Gospel his-
tory, they ought to occupy an import-
ant place in any system that claims to
be the truth. In dealing, too, with the
Catholic exposition of these three texts,
it is noticeable how slightly Canon
Hammond ventures to tcuch the argu-
ments which we use.

Let me suggest one point as an illus-
tration. Canon Hammond argues
that the text, ‘‘Thou art Peter, and
upon this Rock I will build My
Church, ” ete. (Matt, xvi., 16), cannot
have seemed to the Fathers to have
any very important meaning, or else
they would have all interpreted in the
same way ; whereas, according to the
computation of a certain writer, seven-
teen Fathers understand that the Rock
on which the Church was built was
Peter, forty-four that it was faith, six-
teen that it wasOur Lord Himself. In
urging this Canon Hammond was fol-
lowing a course usual with Protestant
divines. But in the tract he had been
reading I had shown that these three
interpretations are all in substance the
same, and were meant to be the same
by the Fathers who gave them. When
our soldiers return from a victorious
expedition, some may say that the

attles were won by the men them-
sclves, others may say that they were
won by the men's valor. But noone

Would suppose that, underlying this

difference in the mode of expression,
there was a difference of opinion in as-
Signing the cause of the victories. So
1t comes to the same, whether we say

LONDON,

the Rock on which the Church was
built is Peter or faith, seeing that the
faith meant is in that case Peter's faith,
not faith in the abstract,

In the same manner those Fathers
who say that Christ is the Rock mean
only that Christ is the principal Rock,
and that the purport of the text was to
communicate to St, Peter those Rock
like qualities which are in Our Loxd
primarily. Christ is the rock accord
ing to them, but Peter the Rock man,
and on this account distinguished by
the name of Peter. This, 1 pointed
out, as other Catholic writers are wont
to point out. But it is a matter on
which Canon Hammond has not ven
tured to dwell, in this again follow ng
the practice usual with Protestant writ-
ers, This is but one illustration of
what I meant when I said that Angli-
can writers feel instinctively that it is
better to rest content with a very sum-
mary treatment of texts which from
their point of view cannot safely be
scrutinized with minuteness,  Other
illustrations I have not time to give,
but readers of my tract will see how
the Canon has left out of account the
argument by which we prove that St.
Peter was Bishop of Rome, and those
by which we prove that the three texts
rationally interpreted grant a suprem-
acy to the successors of the Apostles as
well as to the Apostle himself, These
arguments, whether conclusive or not,
are, at least, forcible, and doubtless
Canon Hammond would have dealt
with them had not an instinctive pru-
dence suggested that it was better to
give them a wide berth.

Ancther matter in Canon Hammond's
sermon I really cannot leave without a
word of comment, for it recalls a per-
sonal experience of my own. He says
there is no historical proof of Papal
supremacy, the proof tendered by
Catholics being ‘‘gangrened by fraud.”
My own experience is that anti-Catho-
lic readings of Church history are
gangrened by fraud, and I know of
many candid inquirers who have been
brought into the Catholic Church by
discovering that this is how the case
really stands. The sermons preached
by Canon Hammond again afford a
striking illustration. He says: ‘*If
Bellarmine, one of the greatest of
Roman controversialists, were to be
trusted, he must hold that vices were
good and virtues evil if a vicious Pope
— and there were many such — were
pleased to say so.” Now, when I was
a young man a venerable Protestant
clergyman, who had invited me into
his library, pointed out to me a row of
volumes on his shelves, and, referring
to this very passage that Canon Ham-
mond has quoted, said, ‘' There is Bal-
larmine. I never quote without veri-
fying my reference, and I assure you
that he does teach that abominable doc-
trine.” I thoughtI would go quietly
to the British Museum Library and
read the passage, with its context,
in Ballarmine's works for myself, I
did, and then I wrote back to that ven-
erable man indignantly. ‘ How did
you dare, with your white hairs and
your reputation for piety, to palm off
upon me such a fraud as that ?”

Anyone reading the quotations as
Canon Hammond gives it and as it is
persistently given in Protestant books
of controversy, would understand that
according to Bellarmine it was possible
and likely for a Pope to say that vices
are good and virtues are bad, and no
doubt this is what Canon Hammond
meant his hearers to understand. As
a matter of fact, the very object of
Bellarmine's chapter (Controversy iii.
chapter v.) is to prove that the Pope
cannot say to the whole Church that
a vice is good and a virtue evil. His
proof of this— at least one of his proofs
— is by what is called a reductio ad
absurdum, a kind of argument perfect.
ly familiar to Canon Hammond, by
which a proposition is proved to be
false because if true it would lead to
an absurb conclusion. Bellarmine's
argument is that the Pope cannot say
that vice is good and virtue evil, be-
cause, if he could, the absurd conclu-
sion would follow that the Church,
which is bound to obey the Pope, would
be forced to believe that vice is good
and virtue evil. DBellarmine, to pre-
vent misconception, be it added, is
speaking of Papal decrees addressed to
the whole Church on matters necessary
to salvation, such as being baptised or
going to Communion. In cases shortof
this it is conceivable that a bad Pope
might give a wicked order to individu-
als, and the individuals, if thebadnessof
the order were manifest, would then be
bound to disregard it. This qualifica-
tion Bellarmine expressly indicates in
his chapter.

Now I am far from supposing that
Canon Hammond has himself consulted
Bellarmine, so as to have consciously
hid his meaning. But I do say that he
is bound in honor to consult Bellarmine
now, and if he finds that what I state is
correct—and that is what he will find—
he is bound in honor to make a public
retraction of so gross a charge against
the Catholic Church.

One more observation I will permit
myself. Canon Hammond, as we know,
is earnestly desirous to work for the
removal of religious divisions among
Christians. He goes to Grindelwald of
a summer to debate on the means of
bringing it to pass. In his H.Spil:a[i()ll
he has our sympathy. DBuat of one
thing he may be assured. Aslong as
Protestants continue to reject the ven-
erable Catholic interpretation of the

three Petrine texts and to refuse obedi | tery «

ence to the Roman Pontiff, they mé
|give up all hope of his aspi
realized. The only kind of agreement
which Protestants can look to have is
agreement to differ, and the longer
| Protestantism lasts the wider the differ-
|ences will be which they must agree to
[tolerate. If you deny Papal suprem
tacy, you must accept what Canon Ham.-
{mond calls ** Polychurchism,” that is,
[the doztrine that Ouar Lord intended
| that Christians should be disunited and

v
tion }v‘inr:'

broken up into warring sects. 1
{hope I shall not seem de-
{sirous to hurt anyone's feelings

|if I avail myself of a forcible compari
son, You may go to a menagerie and
[tie together by their the ani

mals that you may find there, but yon
will not by that means succeed in
making theirintercourse more harmoni-
{ous. You will only succeed in making
them tear one another to pieces. Wild
animals can never be brought to agree
with another until you have first ex-
tracted the wildness out of them ; and
warring sects can never be united
together in one communion until you
have extracted cut of their hearts that
truly savage principle of absolute re-
liance on private judgment, and have
taught them to submitto a divinely
constituted authority.

S

BETWEEN EASTER AND
ASCENSION.

THE

Would we not like to know much
more than we do about those great
forty days that our risen Lord spent
on earth? Wae can never expect to
completely grasp the meaning of the
few statements written down concern-
ing our Redeemer's earthly history ;
but how they make us long for more
light and knowledge ! ‘‘ There are'also
many other things which Jesus did,”
St. John declares to us, ‘‘which if they
were written every one, the world
itself, I think, would not be able to
contain the books that should be
written.” Wonderful saying! *“‘Was
he speaking of the thirty-three years?”
asked I'ather Faber, ‘“or was he end-
ing his gospel, as he had begun it,
with the eternal doings of the Word 2"

In our reading of Holy Seripture,
we can pursue many methods. We
can approach it as a history among
other histories, but of prior and un-
paralleled importance ; we can link it
in our minds with the world’s records,
and trace its bearing upon them and
its connection with them. We can
read it for its holy biographies or its
marvelous intellectual delights, so
unique and so fascinating because so
full of spiritual and unearthiy loveli-
ness. Wa can bring its code of divine
commands and its lessons of holiness
into the vicinity of all the codes of
nations or philosophers the world ever
saw, and mark how triumphantly it
surpasses them, and what impuises and
enactments of wise morality and aus-
tere pagan virtue they have caught
from it, But one thing we must never
forget in our reverent study. Holy
Scripture—the written Word of God—
while it is a true history, is, neverthe
less, and always, a mystery ; and it is
positively a real type and pattern of
Jesus Christ, that Divine Word who
was made flesh and dwelt among us.

This is the devout and truly Catho
lic temper of mind in which we should
approach our reading of the Holy
Bible, perceiving that it is made up of
two things, a body and a spirit. Be-
cause, while its words have their exact
and literal meaning as we comprehend
them, apparent to our seuses as Jesus
Christ was truly Man in the eyes of
mortal men : these words have also,
their inner meaning or interpretation,
known and fathomed in its complete-
ness by God alone — His meaning—
and this meaning corresponds to the
divine nature which mortal men most
often failed to see, when the Incarnate
Word dwelt among them, true Man
and yet true God.

If men would only keep this axiom,
the foundation-stone of Scripture study,
always and reverently before them,
many difficulties would be smoothed
away, and many doubts removed. It
is the common experience in literary
studies that a seemingly simple thought
will give out very much more meaning
or delight or information to one man's
mind than to others. S» likewise one
musician will reader or interpret a
theme from Gounod o Mozart far more
beautifully than another and very dif-
farently. One artist will catch some
thing in a sunset or a face that his fel
low artist does not get the slightest
hintof. We all acknowledge this, In
the same way a Sceripture student must
accustom himself to think what God,
the All-Wise, means and sees in His
written and sacred Word. It is some
thing deeper and more real and more
true than finite mind can possibly
grasp.

This makes the study of Holy Scrip-
ture unlike any other study, although
it also makes all other studies more
earnest and fascinating, because we
begin to consider God's part in them
also, He being our Creator and the
Author of all wisdom, But the fascin-
ating beauty and delight of the study
of Holy Writ, considered under this
aspect, can not be adequately ex-
pressed, nor its exceeding helpfulness
recognized, till reverently tried.
Take the doctrine of the Real Pres-
ence of the Body and Blood upon
our altars through the great mys-

ON TAF:lO.

'

- B
8
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f  Transubstantiation The
words “This is my Body, This is
my | d, " are literally true. DBut
what ly—what Blood? Of the In
cari God. 1f we can put no bounds
to the possible powers of the Alr
what can not be predicted of the t
possibie to God made man?
method of study and thought gives an
elast and buoyancy to faith, re
sembling the angelic intel
and m: it fix its eyes like th
with unflinching delight upon the sun

Let us meditate, lovingly and hum
bly, this Iaster season, on this devout

and Catholic method of the study of the
Seripturc And then shall w alize
as never before, that the Word was
mad h and dwelt among us ; and

that truly, if all the things Ie did
were written every one, the world it
self would not be able to contain the
books that should be written.—Sacred
Heart Review
i a
Our Lady's Month,
BY LIONEL BYRRA,
Not for thy grace alone, fair Month, of old
Belauded in each blithesome singer's lay ;
Not for the jocund buds that 'neath thy

Wotphid 4 A ke
Their tiny petals stir, then swift unfold
Their wealth of beauty to bedeck the mold
And woo the wanton winds that round them
play ;
Not for thy sunny mien or carols gay,
We bid thee hail and welcome manifold.

But chiefly that thou art Our Lady's time,
Her gala month of homage, praise, and
prayer,
When myriad soul harps sing in every clime
Fond hymns of love to Heaven’s Queen all
%8

iar
Tho' May-Day rites of yore are huried

deep,
Three decades now of Mary's days we
keep. Ave Maria.

—_— -

FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY.

Great Meeting of Catholies and Pro-
testants in Pittsburgh, Pa,

Ariangements for the most remark
able 1oligions conference ever held in
the United States have been practically
made, says the Pittshurg Post,

Fifteen priests and laymen of the
Catholic Church and the same number
of Protestant ministers and laymen
will shortly meet in Pittsburg for a
friendly conference in regard to the
obstacles which lie in the way of Chris-
tian union and will formulate plans, if
possible, for their removal.

The project originated with several
prominent clergymen and laymen of
the city who are pronounced friends of
Christian unity and who have for
years deprecated the divisions in the
Church which so powerfully militate
against the progress of Christianity in
the world. The fact fo
them that there was a constant fire of
one religious body upon another at
long range, and the effect was not to
promote Christian unity, but rather to
retard it by engendering bitter feeling
and widening the gap between the
churches. It was thought that a con
ference such as the one proposed would
bring the opposing forces close to
and enable them to exchange
nions in an informal way with some
hope of a better understanding in re
gard to the existing differences

The Rt. Rev. Richard Phelan, D, D.,
Bishop of Pittshurgh, has been con
sulted in regard to the matter recently,
and gave the project his indorsement
He said he would be present at the con
ference unless prevented by his official
duties.  Among those of the Protestant
faith who have agreed to take part are
the Rev. D. McAllister, D. D., of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church ; the
Rev. J. T. McCrory of the United
Presbyterian Church ; J. Thresher and
W. H. Hanna of Allegheny ; the Rov.
M. M. Sheedy of Altoona and the Rev.
George Hodges of Cambridge, Mass.,
will be the only clergymen from out
side the city who will be invited to at
tend.

The attention of the promoters of the
movement has been attracted to these
clergymen by their recent publications
on the subject, which will form the
basis of the conference. Father Sheedy
has recently published a book on
“ Christian Unity " and Dr. Hodges
has been using his pen freely in the
same line recently. Both gentlemen
are well and favorably known in Pitts
burgh and have been absent from the
city 0 short a time that they are
almost ranked as local clergymen yet.

The ]‘ul')irw:w:-vl m
controversialinth

ced itself upon

stings will not be
r nature,and heated
ument will be barred. It is the in
tention to make an honest effort to find
out the exact matters that stand in the
way of organic union of the churches.
It these are agreed upon the question
will be raised as to the possibility of
removing the obstacles. If they should
ba found insurmountable, then the
question of united Christian work will
be raised and the obstacles in its way
be found if possible. It isclaimed that
until these obstacles can be definitely
located and agreed upon, intelligent
effort in the direction of Christian
union is impossible,

As one of the promoters expressed it
yesterday, ‘* both sides
firing in the dark and know what they
are aiming at.”

It kas not been definitely settled how
many sessions of the conference will be
held, and that matter cannot well be
determined until after the first meet-
ing. If the first foreshadows good re
sults others will be held in this city and

doubtless the movement will spread to

lic my Surname.)—St. Pacian, 4th Centu

should stop |

| other citic [t is probable the first
meeting will be followed by many
thers and they may be continued in

ili\' nitely. i 3

{  There are thosa who see in the pro
ject the beginning of one of the mo
important movewments in the ecclesiasti

history of the country However,
';|~Iin-<i )

kind to take place in America, it is to
some extent an experiment, and the
outcome will be watched with great in
terest by all Christian churches

o

THE MONTH OF MARY.

The month of May, or, as th

y Church

0 beautitully styles it, the Month of
Mary, is with us once more T'here is
8o much at this son—the music of
birds, the perfuame of flowers, the bab

bling of brooks released from icy fet
ters, refreshing showers and sunshine
—to lift our hearts to the Author of
nature and grace: and how can we
praise Him Dbetter, how render our
homage more acceptable, than to pre
sent it through her whom of all His
creatures He has honored most highly?

To honor the Blessed Virgin is not
only a delight to every Christian heart,
but a duty. We are commanded to
honor our parents, and Christ's Mother
is the Mother of each one of us. The
F'athers of the Church declare that
when on Calvary the Redeemer of the
world confided St. John to the Blessed
Virgin, He constituted her the Mother
of all the faithful,

How shall we honor the Blessed
Virgin? What ought we to do in this
month especially consecrated to her ?
A saint will be our teacher. When
dying, St. John Berchmans was asked
to give some counsel regarding devo-
tion to Our Lady, to name some prac
tice of piety in her honor. He replied,
‘* Anything, only let it be constant.’
The worth of prayers depends not so
much on their number as on the fidel
ity with which we offer them. Nor is it
necessary during May to multiply our
practices of devotion. Of course we
will all wish to do something extra, but
the best we can do would be to increase
our fervor, to pray with more attention
and recollection. I.et us do what we
have done in former months of May—
only let us do it very much better, A
few prayers said regularly and fer-
vently will be sure to be pleasing to
our Heavenly Queen, and bring bless
ings many and great,

May this month teach us true devo
tion to Mary—imitation of her virtues
—and we will not only deserve to be
ranked amongst her favored children,
but when death comes it will find us
prepared, and through Mary's interces
sion with her Divine Son, we will he
the possessors of a home in that land of
never-ending bliss, where with millions
of angels and saints we shall sing ine
praises of Mary for an endless eternity.,
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THE TRUE RELIGION HINDERED
VULGARITY.

Boston Pilot

A distinguished Englishwoman of
letters, the Hon. Mrs. Theo. Chapman
in ““ A Dialogue on Vulgarity” in the
Nineteenth Century, pays consciously
or unconseciously, a high tribate to the
refining power of Catholicity, and the
vul ing of common life which has
ed on the breach of
unity in England,
She makes *‘ Civis,” one of speakers,
says :
‘¢ No doubt there is much less down
right cruelty, and much less open op
pression of the weak by the strong, in
modern than in mediaeval society.
And there is less roughness and rude
ness on the whole. But we have this
special produet of vulgarity which they
had not; a product whose essential
characteristic is self-assertion — self
obstrusion in social life. In those ages
to which our modern enlightenment
often looks back with a supercilious
eye, every man, however poor, could
feel that he was part and parcel of a
great whole of society. It was an un-
conscious feeling, no doubt, for the
most part, but it was none the less
powertul. He had his proper place in
this society, he had his betters and his
fellows in things temporal ; and the
great Church Catholic, the most impos
ing power in the mediaeval world,
elessly proclaimed to him that in
eternal he had his own inde
feasible heritage in her, equal to that
of any prince in the land—in visible
evidence of which he had as good a
right in her great cathedrals, at her
splendid services, as the rich and great
What a contrast now ! It isevery man
for hkimself, or every class for itself,
and probably no God for any of us
The man of the ru/gus, the cominon
people, no longer feels that he has his
post in the commonwealth, in the gen
eral order of temporal society, while
sharing in a priceless heritage in a
vast spiritnal society. In temporal
affairs he is one of a class, to fight
other classes who happen to be struggl
{ing, each against each, on the soil of
England ; bat it doesn’t matter to so-
ciety at large how he behaves or how
he fares. If heis ‘religious,” he pro-
bably has his little sectarian ideal for
"saving his own soul, but even in re
ligion his ideal is poor, selfish, petty.
| Such a condition of mind is the fertile
| nidus of vulgarity in social behavior,
and the stifling of all true courtesy be-
tween man and man, of all sense of the
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There is no great Catholic Truth
Society in the United States as vyot,
but at least we might have a powerful
league for the defence of the Church
In every smail city there are laymen
us well as priests able and \\'I“l.II;L to
combat misrepresentation in the pulpit
and in the press, if only they felt that
the responsibility rested on tiem. The
pulpit would not be so violent if it
knew that promptly on Monday even
ing the public would be set right ; and
the press would not be so reckless if it
knew that recklessness meant the
humiliation of correction in its own
pages or those of a rival, and a falling
off of subscriptions and advertising
patronage. Such  an organization
would result in an inerease of interest
in the Church, which is just what she
desires. Truth gains everyvthing from
close scrutiny ; she loses only by lack
of insistence and the inactivity of me
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Validity of Anglican Orders

The subject of the validity of
can Orders is receiving every

tion in Rome at present, writes o wel

informed correspondent. The thre
Commissioners, Canon Moyes, D. D
Dom Aidan Gasquet, and Fathes
David, 0. 8. F., sent over from ling

land by Cardinal Vaughan to prese
a report, are not'only in daily consult
ation with the various consultors ap

pointed by the Holy See to investigato
the whole subject, but they
already had more than one interview
with the Holy Father himself It i

needless to say that every stago of the
proceedings is watched with the keen
est interest by Leo NXIII., whore anxi

ety concerning all that affocts the spir

itual welfare of England continues un
abated. In all probability some weeks
will yet elapse before any definite pro
nouncement will be made, nov is it vot

have

known in  what precise manner the
Holy Father will make public the de

cision of the Church on this really mo
mentous question. It is certain, how

ever, that both the historical and th

theological aspects of the » will be
fully gone into, special sty being
laid upon the practice and intention of
the Anglican Bishopsduring that mos
Calvinistic period of English Chuirel
history stretching from the days of
Cranmer to those of Lauwd period
concerning  which  Anglican  Higl

Churchmen nsually prefer to bo silent
However much Anglicans may dissent
from the verdict of the Holy Soe, when
once it i pronounced they will at
least have no cause to complain of hav
ing had their case treated otherwise
than with the fullest and most court
eous consideration.  Nor should it be
forgotten that it is the Anglicans
themselves who have opened the ques
tion, and who have practically com
pelled the Holy See to pronounce a
definite judgment upon a subject which
the Popes have hitherto preferred te
leave in abeyance,
-

The Catholic Church,

A recent writer has proven {hat
during the present century the Catho

lic Church has shown more vitality
than in an other epoch of her history
She has held her own in all Catholic
countries, while in heretical ¢ smat
ical and pagan lands the five o1
Catholics of 1500 have become thirt
millions in 1895

In the National Review and th
London Spectator, two Protestant
have been treating of the ‘‘ magnet
ism,” by which the Catholic Churct
draws so many of the be minds 11
Anglicanism to-her own fold. Curiou
ly enough, however, though both
writers are sympathetic and large

minded, it has not occurred to them

to give the natural and obvious ex
planation of this attractive force A
glorious history, and statelyv ritual and
the other reasons advanced do not
account for it ; but the fact that the
Holy Roman Church, being tho one
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church
has all the marks of the trus Churel
of Christ is ample explanation of the
phenomenon,
el -

It is good that we sometimes sufler contra
dictions, and that men have an evil or imper
fect opinion of us, even when we do and
intend well,  These things are often helps to
humility, .‘klllll defend us from vain; glory.

The Imitation,
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