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We wonder, as we read this
how thismultitude had been
our Blessed Lord;
with Him for
some of them had
off. What a
must have

gospel
drawn to
they stayed
days, a
from afar
attraction it
made these men forget their com-
fort, their hunger, their weariness,
to press round our Blessed Saviour,
and listen to the words that fell
from His divine lips!

As our Lord drew the crowds to
Himself in life, so now He is con
stantly, by His grace, drawing the
hearts of men to. His service,
o8 then, 8o now, ‘‘some come from
afar off ;”” and it is for these that
He shows His tenderest compasgion,
lest vy faint on the way to their
home — the Kingdom of heaven.
Without His help no one can win
their way to that blessed home,

Then who are those, in these days
of ours, who come from afar off
'hose who have not the Faith.

have never heard
the wonders

of

three
come

been that

others
1 example attracts
me of holy Church
its progressivenes i
of faithful worshippers,
attracts them. Each
ach of us is bound
soul to follow Christ
Others, again, ¥rom
i bad parents, w v
aught the practice of th

who have had no g
home shown the
the Church, who are
in the torrent of god.-
f and riotousness

yers

them

of us can help,
to help, some

afar
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fallen
yeent

and
aried

; and

ain, who hay
they were inn
of God, but neglect
¢ rept 1n; they
f the restriction of a good lif
last they left their
and they were sec
Mass or acraments.
thank God,
far from God;

ldrei

ssnes

the § Many,
but how few of us
1ave n fallen away to some
gree! H few of us can say that
we are as good and earnest ones
we were—as good as we should be!

The danger of wandering far off,
or a little way off, from ke
close to our Lord, and ning
Him, amd obeying Him, is this
Whatever the distance may be, it is
far enough, and too far, for us
find our way back of ourselves
Many think that they can return to
good life of their early days
when they choose, and so put
off.” But this is a sad mistake.
They cannot of themselves, but only
if God in His me rey draws them.

What gratitude should be ours to
remember that Christ’s merecy and
compassion are always seeking to
attract us. Patiently and in many
most varied ways He is seeking us
ut and drawing us to Himself
But it is all His merciful doing, and
n‘t our n\\n doing. You will say,

> prodigal son found his way back

( t-,;a father, so why cannot I when
make up my mind ?

Yes, the prodigal, happily
iimself, did return, and was
ingly received by his father.
what prompted him’ NVhat gave
him the impulse and the resolution
“to a and go to his father?”
What sustained him on the long
hungry journey, and enabled him to
face the shame of1t, to be ‘* a hired
gservant’’ as he expected, where
once he was a son? It was the
memory, the sweet memory, of
loving, patient father! The poor
oy never dreamed that his father
with yearning eyes, was looking for
him time after time; he never
ireamed of such an affectionate
welcome ; he only expected to be
fed, to be under a roof, to be safe.

When our Blessed
describing that loving father He
was portraying Himself. For how
many souls from afar off is
Redeemer looking this day! For
some He has been waiting for years.
The danger is, the longer we are
away, the greater chance of forget-
ting the memory of our Father, of
forgetting the compassion of the
Sacred Heart of our Lord. If we
forget His mercy, where is the
power that can draw us back? If|
we are only beginning to slip away
from fervour, let us be afraid; and
pray that a loving memory of that
compassion may ever live in our
hearts.
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Christ
in Him more

what He did, as
gospel. He worked
those who had come
from afar off, lest they should faint |
on the way. They had followed |
ind listened to Him, and in return,
n compassion, He worked the
miracle. And for us as well, if we
only come humbly back, he works
the miracle of miracles, and nour-
ishes us with the Bread from |
heaven, lest we should faint on the
journey through life. How sac
when our Blessed Lord is thus long-
ing for us, and is prepared to
receive us and strengthen us, that
so many are kept back from enter-
ing again into His holyservice, from
attendance at Mass, from frequent-
ing Holy Communion, by false shame
and through human respect, for
fear of what some carping neigh-
bour may say! ‘Oh, may the good
God so strengthen us with the
memory of His compassion, the con-

that kindness of
and we should trust
and more. See
recorded in the
a miracle for

how |

divine |
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18 | grained
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fidence in llw merey, that we
arise, determined never t& be far
from Him again; but rather to
cling to Him, cherishing His words,
doing His holy Will, faithful to the

| end !
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AS AN OUTSIDER
THE CHURCH

PROTE NT PROFES U}’ OF
CHURCH HISTORY CALLS FOR
BETTER UNDERSTANDING

B By Dr. Fred

Vienna,—Dr. Heinrich Hermelink,
the Protestant Professor of Church
History at Marburg University, has
just published a book calling for a
better understanding between Cath-
olics and Protestants which has
caused a mild sensation among
intellectual leaders of Germany.

The book does not plead for
unity, Professor Hermelink retain-
ing a beligf that the followers of
| Christianity may remain (h\niui

into several separate churcl
3ut it does call for a mutual | '\lnﬂ
| understanding and it pays
tribute to the Catholic Church and
its virility in present-day Europe.

The strength of the Catholic
Church, which is
many different
according to Profe
to these three causes

1. The unity of
Church gives its members a
of confraternity in
charity that is much stronger and
more fervent than among Protest
ants ;

2. The objective form of
pregented in its highest
natural development,
greatest power of the Catholic
Church, has no parallel as an
attraction in a world that has beer
wverwhelmed by subjective e
ence.

The
priests

rick Funde

forms, is due,

sor ;Hermelink,

the Catholic

truth,
super-
which is the

per-

character of Catholic

monks, the authority
of the teachings no less than the
sanctity of their lives, has a very
wholesome effect even on those
outside the faith.

and

CATHOLICITY AND CULTURE

The statements made by Dr.
Hermelink in praise of the Catholic
Church are not peculiar to himself
alone but have been uttered by
many Protestant leaders in Europe
dul ng the past few years

“Today,” he asserts in one pass-
age, "'we must admit that far more
vigorous qualities are being

ribed to Catholicity than to
Protestantism by leading men of
culture ; philosophers, statesmen,
important industrial and
leaders. More humbly even,
must admit that there is consider-
able significance in the fact that
Protestant clergymen, at the first
meeting of the high church associa-
tion, found it necessary to secure
| ecclesiastical vestments from the
Catholic Church of St. Hedwig in
| Berlin to show to backward l’ru-
testantism how much it has stil

| unable
|
!

ST Y ..

ble. He epeaks much of the ** rigid
formalism;"’ and the * papalism '’ of
the Catholie ( He advances
the opinion that it is not to be
expected from Catholicity that its
development would meet the Protes-
tant epirit, and he “the
| autocracy of the Roman liturgy”
and ‘‘the Roman eanonical law.”
It is thus apparent that he has been
to free himself of the influ
of Luther’s [conception of the

hurch

aecries

ence

' papacy.
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| State

high |
| way.

manifested in |

| that

social | reg
we | many contributic

to learn in the well defined dumumf

of divine service.
The Protestant schplar is deeply
impressed with the great rmrr'\ml
| development characterizing ath-
olicity Y»dh\' including the vigor
of the Catholic orders, and
extreme |_\ strong Catholic
movement now being
Germany, Austria, Holland,
erland, Italy ,and France
speaks of the new eucharistic
liturgical movement, kindled _by
the letters of Pope Pius X., and
in 80 doing directs a barb at numer-
of his co-religionists who seek
monasteries as places of abode
“Even before and during the War,
no less than in the present time,”
he asserts, “‘the practice of Protest-
ants seeking refuge in monasteries
momentum. It
far that with all their
| traditional hospitality the Benedie-

Swit.
He

and

ous

| 80

tines are at a loss to accommodate ‘ dominance of
| all the strangers who apply to them |

| for admission. On the whole the
| Franciscan and Benedictine Orders,
| rather than the Jesuits and the
Dominicans, are the vogue among
men of culture. But the devotional

ercises, the retreats, directed by
| the J\'~mt~1 are said to be more and
| more in demand both from non-
| Catholic and from hitherto indiffer-
i ent Catholic groups.”
|
|
|
|
|

According to Professor Herme-
122 new establishments for
orders for men and about 400 for
‘nrr(rﬂ for women, have been
founded in Germany alone during
| the past few years.
| The manner in which the Catholic
;(‘hlm-h has cultivated the juvenile
| movement, which the Protestant
| denominations have hardly touched,
| is [ mphasized in the book.
| ‘This juvenile movement,” says
| Dr. Hermelink, ‘““‘with its romantie
| forms, its tendéncy towards group
| action, its use of popular medieval
| plays and tunes, its hymns to the
Blessed Virgin and its devotions to
| the passion of Christ, touches the
elementary powers of Catholicity
| It has become a well-spring for the
Catholiec world.

“With regard to these new flowers
| of the Catholic life, it may be said
| that they are hgvlng a deep effect
\ upon the cultural life of Germany.
Whereas previously it was once the
habit to mention occasionally a
‘ghetto’ of German Catholies, the
culture of Catholicity is now having
a deep and abiding effect. Catho-
licity nnd culture seem to go hand
in hand.’
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link,

UNION RUT TOLERANCE

FELLOWSHIP

AND

Dr. Hermelink does not believe
that a union between <nlhu]lmty
and Protestantism would be possi-

the |
juvenile |
felt in |

| ties of

has gone |

I'o Dr. Hermelink’s mind, the
progrese both parties should etrive
after is tolerance, a deeper sense of
Christian fellowship, a reoconcilia-
tion in spirit. He belieyes that a
higher unity of the Christian
churches, in their different form:
should be achieved. He is sincere
enough to demand that Protestant-
ism, for the sake of this tolerance,
should renounce every form of
r-trugy}r- between the State and the
Catholic Church, declaring that
the religious force of Catholicity
must no longer be hampered by
‘:iummm. n.
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LOGIC OF FACT

Dr. Hermelink has stopped half
While he admires the deep
spirituality and the progress being
made by Catholicity, while he appre-
ciates 1t8s power as 8 magnet

the P ;1}.‘, h tumbles over
that block a sound

prejudices con

oul t from his |

nt of » fact H

understanding
nominations
courage to f
thought to its
It remsains, ne
able that a Pr
Professor Hern
have contrib
may be reg
a Kindly

but
low up
wgical eon

ther

hlling - many
listinguished minds
Christiar T'his is prove
less by that
up for unity thousands
churches, t‘\.m the writing
such ligtinguished converts
Frederich » the distir
guished Duteh writer ; of Jahn van
Verka the Duteh painter; of
Gertrude Zedsschwit the
daught f t noted former
testant f theology
University of Erlangen, and

shepl

most

are
are

centuries

vith in a

be contradic

ience of his

of Dr. H 1

having
ns
the ground, even as
morning sun, at tt

Christian era.

HOW

worl I
been one of
that prep
the

he dawn of a

arded

AT¢

FI
Pl
OREGON ]"Ulll'l{ ASKS WHY
IGNORED OUTSTANDING
ISSUE IN ELECTION

The Portland Telegram publishes
a full report of an address made by
Robert W. Ruhl, editor of the Med-
ford, Ore. M Tribune, the
cent conference of
in which he call¢

Orego €
d attention to the
ilence of most of the n
of the
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“The m gignificant
sational feature of the
tion was the Ku Klux
the time ex

recent

Klan, F
rnor Olcott
tthi,mlr.lu«x» of e pr
to the time that Governor
deference to the Klan’s
iesued his memorable anti-papal
bull, pledging his support to the
compulsory school bill, the one out
standing news feature was the
this extraordinary

lefied
mary,

10V

dem:

organization.

"“And yet during all this time in
at least 807% of the newspapers of
Oregon there was not the slightest

editorial reference to this amazing |

development. If a journalist from
Mars had happened to have been
curious concerning Oregon and had
subscribed to 80% of the newspapers
during the past year, and had con-
fined himself to the editorials to
gain his view of what was, and what
was not, agitating the minds of the
people of this State, he would not
have discovered that such a thing
as a Ku Klux Klan had ever existed.
He would have read thrilling
accounts of the rise and fall of the
broceoli erop, the importance of a
protective tariff on Chinese eggs,
can radium cure” cancer ? are
potatoes fattening ? insect life on
the upper Orinoco, the virtues of
boosting and the vices of bolshevism,
but whether
good or bad «
or not invisible gove
upon religious

whether
rnment, based
intolerance, was
desirabie or undesirable, whether
the Klan was a harmless or a
serious menace-—not

1zation,

rgar

joke
a word.

AMAZING AND INCREDIBLE

“I fail to see how any newspaper
man can deny that this is, to say the
least, a very unusual situation., In
my judgment the introduction of
the Ku Klux Klan in Oregon has
been the most sensational, the most
dramatic, the most picturesque
development in Oregon politics, in
the history of this State. It has
been nothing short of a politieal
revolution. The more one studies
the situation the more amszing and
incredible the entire performance
becomes.

“‘And yet with these extraordinary
eyents transpiring before our eyes,
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with the main events n'purlml more
or less—usually less—in the news
columne from day to day, the num
ber of newspapers in Oregon that
tried in any way to interprst these
events, to bring their true gignifi-
cance before the people, either to
mold or influence public opinion
concerning them, can be counted on
the fingers of one hand,
“What makes this ¢
the more striking is the
newgpapeérs elsewhere have
editorial Interest in
organization. The New Y
Worid was awarded the
prize for the greatest pul
rendered by any new
campaign against the Klan. The
Sacramento Bee, the Los Angeles
Times, the San Francisco Examiner,
the Spokesman Review (Spokane)
are only a few of the many well
known dailies on this coast that
have taken a decided editorial
stand. A number of maga
editorially expressed them-
selves, many of the weeklies. Even
in the Manchester Guardian, pub-
lished in England, | saw, last Jan-
uary, an editorial commenting on
the activities of the Klan in the
United States, with particular refer-
ence to the conditions in Oregon
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KINDS OF
\L HOOLS

THREE
PUBLIC

By Rev. Dr. Will

Cologne (

elm Baron von Capitaine

orrespondent

The interests of Catholic children
in regard to education are expected
to be fairly well safeguarded as the
result of an agreement that has
been reached through a conference
of the leaders of the Centrists, the
Bavarian People’s Party, the
German People’'s Party and the
Democrats. Although the ecom-
promise does not entirely satisfy
Catholics, yet, it does make provis
gion for confessional schools
which Catholic children
taught their religion. Nothing,
however, has been said of the man
ner in which these confessional
gchools will be reserved or arranged
or regulated and many important
questions concerning them are still
to be decided. The matter has still
to be acted on by the Reichstag.

There are three principle types of
schoolg provided for in the prelim-
inary draft of the agreement made
by the party leaders. The first of
these is the so-called ‘“‘Gemeins
chaftschule’’ or community school,
which will give instruction upon a
religious and ethical basis, but
without regard to any particular
faith. This seems to be a fair
basis, but it is not important, as
into these schools come children of
all faiths and without any faith ;
Christians and non-Christians. The
result is that the attempts to
educate on a religious and ethical
bagis have no 'philosophical founda-
tion and must be of such a mil y |

|

tyi that
no lasting impression
The second type of
for free-thinkers
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entrist Party have
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in which the children will b
netructed in their own faith and
in an ethical system based upon
that faith. It is true that thes
pfessional sehools have no signs
over their doors proclaiming them
to be Catholic elementary schoc ls,
but for Catholiec children,
what in reality they
scholastic curriculum and the
school books must be in accord with
the spirit of the faith professed b
the pupils and the teachers
impart knowledge t particular
groups muet instruct and educat
the child in the spirit of his respe
ive faith. In case ti achers
not so instruct and educate
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