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REAPING THE ‘
WHIRLWIND

BY CHRISTINE FAHBER
CHAPTER XL'II 1‘
Mr. Robinson wasin a most cordial |
spirit. Toe edtisfactory progression
of affaire in about Th
duced to such a feeling ; and he would
not bhave refused to see even & chari
table comm bhad any called upon |
him, waiie he was in this genial glow. |
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Robingon began to feel slightly
uncomfortsuble His glow of good
nature subsided, and theshard look
returned to his face, and the grim
colduess to his manner, as he asked:

*“ Whatis it ?

“Take a chair then, Mr. Rob
the siory is a little lengtk
may try you somewhat
quite told.

He seated himself as he epoka.
Robingon &a% down as he was re
quested to do, but only on the edge of
the chair, and in such a bolt uprigh
position that he locked as if he antic
ipsated some bodily harm, and was pre
pared to start up in instant defence
of himself.

“Twenty years ago,” began Rodney,
in his rapid way, and accompanying
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geemed to go in gever directions at
once, ''a young man came fto this
country from England.
gence, tact, and ability he became,
after the lapse of a few years, the
confidential head clerk of a prosper- |
ous banking firm., To him was|
intrusted not alone all the important
charges but the partners themselves
often oame to him for information
egnd counsel. One partuer, more than
the others, made a trusted adylsert
the young clerk, and in his kindness
frequently insisted upon helping him
to keep the books. In this way they
became very fast friends.

“One morning the clerk went to
the bank, The hour was an early one
for bank office but early hours in
businees was & habit with this young
man, 1e opened his privat
usual, and turned to the
the bouk vere kept. at he also
opsned, The baoks were he had
left them, but a roll of checks dropped
out. H up somewhat
puzzied,
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They were
firm for various sums
gigned and indorsec h
name. He siared aghast.
had never touched such checks,
the handwriting was an exact imita
tion of his own, Mor and more
bawiidered, he drew forth the books,
Once opened, they gave every
dence of having been haudled since
he had put them away. Loaves were
crumpled, turned down at the corners
and in several instences wholly torn
out. Now convinced that gross mig
chief had been done, he turned to the
gate where the money was kept. That
was untouche Gold, silver, and
notes lay in the same carveful piles in
which be bad last placed then
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books ravealed changes to large
amounts in the clerk's own acoounnt
with the bank, which fact, in addition
to the checks deawn in the clerk’s
name, ssemed to be undoubted proofs
of guitt. In some of the books whole
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pages were torn out, a8 it to destroy ‘
other proofs of the tampering with |
the figures. Then, *no one possessed |
any keys to the sates or to the clerk's |
office, save the clerk himself. But
the most damning proof of all was |
the discovery of the clerk’s own namae |
on the handkerchiet found upon the
body of the deand man
“moall these proofs the clerk could |
offer alone his utter ignorance of the |
checke, and of the condition of lhu\
books. The books were quite correct |
when he left them the evening before,
and as to his interview with the
genior partner, it had been rather
brief, owing to the fact that the latter
decided to def+sr mentioni
bim until he ehould have
further proot that his fears were we 1
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he was recaptured, and on circum
stantial evidence, he was convicted
and sentenced to & life imprisonment
“The affairs of the bank were found
to be in a ruinous condition, larg
sume of money had been mysteric usly
pa d out, and no re d of the trans
action, owing to the miesing leaves of
the clerk’s booke, could be found. 5o,
the remaining partners becoms bank
rupt, and he who had been so warm a
triend of the convicted clerk was
obliged to retire to a life of compar
ative pcverty. His family consisted
of one daughter and one other rela
tive. From the time of back
tailure his health and epirits declined,
and, while he retained sufficient of
both to give to his all the
advantages of education and culture
which he himeelf possessed, he him
self was never happy. In fact, the
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entirely to the decline in his epirite.
When attacked by his last illness he |
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told her the secret which had under
mined his health,—the secret which |
I shall now tell you.” |
Thus far the factory owner had n
made a motion ; eed, he soarcely
seemed to wink as hiseyes continued |
to fasten themsalves on Rodney’s face.
Nor did he now move; his atteution
and interest were eo intense that he
hardly eeemed to breathe. |
“This disinterested partner,”’ the
lawyer resumed, “had ingratiated
bimgelf with the clerk, and had so
kindly insisted on keeping certain of
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t.e la'e night hours having |
access to vhe books, he could do what |
he wouald with those of which he had |
charge ; and he contrived to have
charge of such a8 recorded bis own
accounts with the bank. The clerk,
too, “hone:t and ingenuous himself,
never thought of qusstioning or|
examining any way the bhooks
whica the partner kept; and so things
on until that eventful night.
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the door of the office, but procesded
to his work. He opesned the books,
here crumbling a leaf, there turning
down peages, and, where his
aocounts and those of another
partoner's stood, tearing out whole
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it his meccunts alone were tora out
guspicion of some sort must rest
upon bim. In the midet of his labor
there was a light knock at the door,
before the guilty man could recover
from hie astonishment the door
opened, and the partner
entered, I'be senlor pariners goli-
tary cogitations had taken su h |
strong and obstinate form that he |
determined to submit them to his
confldential clerk, and knowing that |
the clerk somstimos remained in the |
bank until long sfter h he
returned to the pris cffice with
the hope of finding h m. His aston
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in the dead man's hand when he
entered the room, i had dropped
in the encounter. Feari that 1t
might be his o and so betray him,
he searched for y; it was that
of the clerk. Whil hold it and
while be looked at the boc hesitat
ing whether leave it as it bhad
fallen, he saw a tiny stree blood
dyeing the of the which
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He wiped the blood with the hand
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“ From boyhood he had been able
to imitate any penmanship, and,
fami iar a8 he was with that
clerk, it was scarce an effort to
gign and indorse the checks. Cun
t him nge courage
He drew the corpse under the table,
where it could not be seen readily;
he repiaced the books, locked up all,
and managed to get out of the bank
without being seen by even the night
watchman., He exerted bims in
favor of the convicted clerk
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His worm eaten conscience had
compelled him to save the very
eaves he hud torn out of the books
of the banking firm; these also he
gave to his relative.
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The red sposs bagsn to glow on tha
factory owner's cheeks and his mouth
twiscked involuntarily, but he rose

and said, steadily enough:
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“ I suppose it's no use asking you 1 the girl in happy teare,

how you came by all this

and it's no usge, either, crying arter | tidings.

ppilt milk, I suppose I'll have to
give Miss Burchill up. I don't mind
tellin' you that it'll cut me up dread
ful, though, for 1 like her, Bhe's &
floe gixl, and I meant to make her |
love me arter 1 got her, You \'.'nul,“
to sea Chester Horton right away, I |
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