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loosed from their

Seripture as handed down by the
whole Christian Church from the days
o081 of the apostles till the religions
revolutionfof the sixteenth century, and
they are still regarded as part of Holy
Scripture by more than three fourths
of the Christian world,

If there is any authority in the Chris-

s

was invented only taree or four cecs
turies ago, tells us that ** the Pope of
Rome has the power to release souls
from purgatory and admit them to
heaven.’”” Yet (further down) we are
told he “* is not doing it.”” He is there
fore inhuman and crusl, and the doc
trine is also cruel,

fiss | tian Church to regard any books of the '
God's Word, that |
| authority extends over the books of |
| the and instead of the |
doetrine of prayers for the dead, which
| is inseparable from that ¢f Pargatory,
being a human tradition, it is part
of the original doctrinal teaching given

old Testamert as

M:chabzes,

No Catholic believes that the Pope
can at will release souls from purga-
tory. He can aid them by his prayers,
and shorten the period of their suffer-
ings, so far as God wills that prayer
and sacrifice shall do so ; and to this
end not only the Pope, but all the
priests of the Church of Christ are

| by God to the Jewish Church, and |
’ s which was indeed and is still the i
| doctrine of all orthedox Jews, Tm:y‘[
| still pray for the dead in their temples, |
| ard on the tombstones which they erect
teries ; and children

in their ce are

required to this day to go annually to
the synagogues to pray for their dead
versary of their
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y died for our sin

I'his teaching is contrary to that of
Seripture, for St. Paul tells us

vou live according to the flesh you
f you mortify the deeds
shall live."”! Ag
[ chastise my body
bjection : lest

have preached to others 1

flor | shall die ; but
he flesh you un
and bring it
perhaps when I

nyself

should become reprobate,’

It is evident that the suflerings of

1o | Christ for our sins do not exempt us

{ (2| from the temporary punishment

dergo,but we musi bear the eross

as Heo did and t Our Lord declares

that unles

follow
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His dis
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v holy | These passages of Holy Writ completely
the | shatter Dr. Jutten's theory that we
hive no works of penance to do but

* to trast in Him,"
This wonderful divine, whose gospel

| ans wer t

hall be saved |

working daily. This is a most consol-
ing doctrine ; for we know by St, Paul's
assurance that the continual prayer of

the jast is of great power to obtain the

| . ..
| mercy of God for the suilering souls,
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“ He that could have transgressed
nd 1 t transgressed, and could
1o« and he donge n;

refore are his goods estab) in

| t Lord, and all the Church the

vints shall deelare his alms,”’ (1 ©8.,
XXX 1011.)

! It is now clear that in order to people

!‘ heaven th saints of God was

necessary that these saints should have

| baen at ore time free to offend or com-

mit sir and, if all men were vted

| free, we cannot conceive that there

! should not have been some who would

]‘ be sinners
‘ 'hus we may understand that though
(Grod knew before all ages that scme of

| the souls He ecreated would sin, this

| did not prevent Him from earrying out
| His great p! to create man {ree that
| those should fulfil His law should
| also obtain the rew wrd He preparved for
i‘ them, though e knew that other souls
| would abuse their freedom and would
|

deserve everlasting punishment.

There is a limit to our understanding

of the designs of God and of His plans,
| i
| but from His infinite must

| infer that His wisdom is earried out in

wisdom we

‘ thisas in all His acts. Tt must have been

desirable and wise in the omniscience

of God that there should be millions of
their

human beings happy as a result of

free obediance to His law, even though,

by their own faunlt, other millions
should be condemaied to a miserable
eternity because they disobeyed, ard
we doubt not that the former consider-

asion of the inestimable reward of God's
saints by far outweighs that of the
punishment endured by the wicked,
God to save, but who
through their own malice rejected sal-
vation, We stand indeed on the bor-
der of a great mystery when we com-

whom wished

template this subject ; but we must
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9, Books which treat professedly of thought, ani it is from another pr

matters laszivious which

r obscene, or

narrate or teah such matters, are for

bidden, inasmuch as they corrupt mor-

als, independently of any attacks they

mway make
10.

upon faith,
Classical whether of

| ancient or modern authors, and which

books,

contain indecent passages, may on
account of their elegance of style, be

read by those who are obliged to do so

by their publie office, or as teachers,
but they are not to be read by chil-
dren or young persons, nor to be given

to them unless the objectionable pas

sages shall have been carefully ex-
punged.

11. Books which attack God, the
Blessed Virgin Mary, God's saints,
or their dus veneration, the
Sacraments, or the Apostolic Sce,
are forbidden : also those which
attack the inspiration of Holy
Scripture or unduly limit the same:

also books which aim deliberately to
cast approbrium on the Keclesiastical

Hierarchy, the clerical state, or re-
ligious orders.

12, It is forbidden to publish, read,
or retain books which teach or recom-
mend sorcery, divination, magie, the
calling and like

up of spirits other

superstitions,

13. Books or writings which treat of
new apparitions, visions, prophecies,

introduce new de
votions, even under the pretext that
they are private dovotions, are for-
bidden, unless they have the lawful
approval of the proper ecclesiastical
authorities.

14, Books are forbidden which main-
tain the lawfalness of duelling, suicide,
or divorce, and those which maintain
that Freemasonry, and other societies
which are forbidden by the Church, are
useful, and not baneful to the Church
and civil society, also books which de-

miracles, or which

one half as high as formerly.

All dis-

tances had shrunk in

the same pro-
portion. Bat the creed had grown
smaller than the steeple! and the
gsarmois of that old pulpit and the

religious though’ of those old days
had also had become, ‘O, how diminu
tiva 1’

The writer continues :

“ If we could go back now and find
the grave of tae village infidel and call
up his spirit . . . . possibly we
should discover that his unbelief was,
after all, only a larger faith embracing
a kinder and juster God than was
dreamed of in the theology of that little
town. And if we were to go back, per-
haps we algo should be called infidels
for having overstepped the bounds of
village faith."”

This is a fairly candid acknowledg-
ment of the change of faith which has
been taking placein Protestantism dur-
ing a few years of one man’s life. Bat
truth has not changed, and the Church
of Christ whose pastors nineteen cen-
turies ago were sent by Christ with a
commission to teach the truth, teaches
the same truths as were then taught,
and that is the Catholic Chureh, with
the successors of the Apostles for its
pastors, and the successor of St, Peter
for its head.

Buat the Rev. Mr. Bigelow is definite
in regard to some of the changes which
have taken place. He says :

‘* For we have enlarged the circle of

our thought. To the Bible of the
Hebrew we have added all other

Bibles. Our God has as many difforent
names as there are l:mguagr,w aAmong men,
We have bridged the chasm of the
creeds, and have found brothers in
every Church. Every tear that is
shed in pity for the race seems to us a
part of the great atonement, and in
every heroic act God comes down in
the form of man to releem the world.
Calvary is the symbol of that undying
love which every age has witnessed,
and Christ is one of many who have
proclaimed on uplifted cross the truth

nent minister of another of the ling
gacts of modern Protestantism, e
Rev. Dr. Frank W. Gunsaulus of
Chicago, who in Trinity Methodist

Church of Denver, Colorado, recently
put President Roosevelt on a par wiih

Christ. He sald:

“The one man of the world wi
matches Jesus Christ in seriousness
purpose and purity of life is the P’1
dent of the United States.”

Another minister of being
asked what he thought of suchlanguage

gaid :

Denver

“1do not know what to say of it.
The whole matter hinges on whether
Christ was actually perfect. We know
nothing of His life till after He was
thirty years of age. He may have com-
mitted minor sins before He came to the
years of understanding.”

Will the open profession of this new
creed be indignantly repudiated by the
ministers of the various denomination®
as a gross misrepresentation of their
views on religion ? We think not O
any considerable extent. So
have become the religious concepbions
of Protestantism that we venture (0
say that Rev. Mr. Bigelow's statement
of the case will be accepted meekly by
most divines a3 a very fair statement
of their present attitude ; for it i
written by one who knows what he
is saying.

We must add here that the Rev. Mr.
Bigelow also utters in unmistakable
form the very prevalent opinion thab
the miracles of the New and Old Tes-
taments are not to be believed, and from
the manner in which this statement is
made, we cannot understand him as
otherwise than as meaning that they
are not believed by modern Protestant~
ism. [He says:

¢ Are the miracles related in ancieot
manuscripts (the Bible) better proof of

gross

of heaven. In losing our fetters we

God than the miracle of the morning
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