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if the English Speaking Catholics of Montreal and of this
Province consulted their best interests, they would soon make
of the TRUE WITNESS one of the most prosperous and power-

ful Catholic papers In this countrv,

encourage this excelient work.

| heartlly bless those who

t PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.
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IRISH TURF.—The old saying
that it’s an ill wind that blows no-
body good is about to be verified to
some extent as regards the bog
fields of Ireland. The high price of
coal in England has turned attention
to such turf. Of late years machin-
ery has been patented and put into
use for pressing the turf into com-
pact and easily handled shape. The
article has proved a great -success,
and is daily gaining ground in many
quarters on account of its quality
and comparative cheapness. Should
the fuel thus supplied- continue to
grow in public favor ‘it will not on-
ly create a new and important in-
dustry in Ireland. but will solve the
fuel problem for many poor families
to whom the excessive cost of coal
must prove a great hardship.
P W— T

A NEW IDEA. — A few years
ago the old legend af William Tell
‘was exploded and the hero of many
:generations proved to be a myth—
more's the pity. Now one of our
contemporaries has undertaken to
demolish Christopher Columbus and
«deprive him of his title of discoverer
of the American continent. It was
‘bad enough that Americus Vespucius
should have given his name to the
new world, but this last pretension
caps the climax. The advocates of
the new departure state that for 400
years the historians and geographers
have been laboring under a grave
mistake and. disseminating a rank
error. We are assured that five hun-
dred years before Christopher Col-
umbus was born, America had been
discovered, and ‘“La Presse’”’ claims
fo be in possession of sixteen geo-
graphical maps, published long be-
fore the pretended discovery by Col-
umbus, indicating Greenland and the
American continent. It publishes a
map, bearing the date 1427, en-
titled ‘“Map of the Great Northwest
of Europe and of Greenland,”” and
. promises to give fac similes of the
fifteen remaining maps. Our con-
temporary says : All these facts are
well known in = Europe; and it is
time that Americans and Canadians
should abandon the idea, that Col-
umbus discovered America. Not cnly
is it not the fact, but historians of
every European try have d

T

tury Magazine” deals with this de-
plorable state of society in a vigor-
entitled ‘‘ Statistics of
Referring to the causes of
the essayist states, that ad-
vancing civilization has multiplied
our wants and desires, more rapidly
than it kas supplied the means of
satisfying them. It is claimed, that
the exiension of education has con-
tributed. in no small degree, to the
general feeling of unrest, by creating
dissatisfaction with the social con-
ditions. Most potent amongst the
causes of suicide is the loss of faith.
With the abandonment of religion in
every country, the number of
cides goes pari passu. The following
Passage is significant in view of the
fact that it is not from the pen of a
theologian : ‘“The decline of religious
feeling has a direct bearing on the
actual prevalence of suicide, of an
importance which it would be diffi-
cult to over-estimate. The fear of
after punishment, or the hope of
greater happiness in another world,
must have appealed to many a
would-be suicide, with a force of
argument, of which no other consi-
derations would be capable.” It
speaks well for the teachings of the
Church that Catholic Ireland should
stand lowest in the statistical rec-
ord of suicides. The analysis of sta-
tistics proves that marriage tends
to prohibit -suicide, and that divorce
is highly conducive to its commis-
sion. Many reasons are given for the
salutary effects of marriage, which
are patent to all observers, but
says the essayist, ‘“T'he enormous ex-
tent of suicide amongst divorced per-
sons is less easily explained.”” Yet
he is true to the mark when he
points out that ‘‘the conduct of ap-
plieants for divorce is usually far
from irreproachable, and except in
countries where divorce legislation is
exceptionally supple, we are bound
to suppose that there is disordered
life, at least, on omne side; and whe-
ther this take the form of immorality,
drunkenness or cruelty, we must as-
sume  ungoverned passions — and
hence deficient moral control.”” Time
and again the direful effects of sen-
sational journalism have been point-
ed out. In the article from which
the above quotations are made, van-
ity is set down, as one of the potent
factors leading to suicide. How that

ous article,
suicide.
suicide,

sui-

strated that America was discovered
in the year 1001 by Leif Brickson, a
 Norsman. His fellow-countrymen es-

tablished  the Christian religion  in
" Greenland, whleh is attested by the
splendid rnm ot Christian churches,
, ete. l(gr How-

vanity is ministered to let the fol-
lowing extract answer: ‘‘Its import~
ant influence, in almost every branch
of crime, . is universally admitted,
and we would only emphasize the
connection, betweéen this potent  in-
fluence, and that product of modern

t the newspaper. We are
lng thM. the uti ulty

‘| advocated the ¢laims of

cial Legislature is now he
testants.- We have on many

to one of these seats, but
to be indifferent abou
them. Not so with our gnmted
brethren. They are ‘always alive to
their interests as may’ be seen by the
fact that they have already put two
candidates in the field—Mr. Ekers, a
brewer, Conservative, and Mr. Bick-
erdike, grain merchant, Liberal.

WAR IN CHINA ,—Elsewhere 1in
this issue will be found an -imterest-
ing and timely appreciation = of the
cause of the insurrection in  China
from the pen of Rev. W. H. Hing-
ston, S.J., son of Sir William Hing-
ston, M.D. It will well repay a care
ful perusal. ey

RELIGION IN SCHOOLS. ——Arch-
bishop Keane referred to the ques-

tion of religious instruction in
schools in his sermon at Dubuque on
a recent Sunday, and dwelt ypon the
lack of it in the public schools. He
is reported to have said in part :—

‘““The only way Lo make a genera-
tion of Christians,”” said Arthbishop
Keane, ‘‘is to give the young a good,
sound Christian education. As the
young are reared so shall the men
and women live. Religion is a great
element in fitting young men and
women for the world.

““Christian schools are the only so-
lution for the problem of how to
make a nation of Christians. They
are the hope of the future. The State
thus far cannot or will not recognize
such schools as worthy of encourage-
ment and public support. So much
the worse for the State. It is simply
a blunder, an illogical blunder. The
State ought to consider the Chris-
tian schools the best schools, but as
long as the State is under the domi-
nation of such foolishness we must
be proud to support these schools
ourselves, even though we have to
tax ourselves doubly or trebly to do
it. It is the best use we can make
of taxes of any kind.””

Archbishop Keane further declared
that America, which is destined to
be a great power, must yield to
Christian influence.

‘“In the future development of the
world our America is sure to be
more-and more a potent factor,”’ he
said.

‘““In the providential worth of
things its greater power and respon-
sibility in the world’s strength are
unavoidable. The American influence
will be a blessing to the world,
and only in proportion as it is guid-
ed by the principles of our Divine
Savior. Religion and morality are
the underlying principles of citizen-
ship and the State. George Washing-
ton in his ‘farewell address recogniz-
ed this fact and gave it utterance.’’

TIMELY APPEAL. — Archbishop
Chapelle’s appeal to the United
States Government, not to treat the
church in the Philippines as England
treated Ireland and as Poland was
treated by Russia, is an interesting
document. A summary of the Arch-
bishop’s views, which we publish, is
well worthy of perusal.

COMMERCIAL MORALITY is at a
low ebb in these closing days of this
century. The lenient manner in which
defaulters are treated is the cause.
Only a few days ago a bank clerkin
the neighboring republic disappeared
leaving a shortage in his accounts of
$100,000. This sum, it is said, is
more than the capital and surplus
combined of the institution, but as
the directors are wealthy they ha,ve
made up the cash. .

The cause of the young man’s
'downfn.ll is attributed to high  liv~
‘ing. For several years he had led
remarkable life. He was known as

sided, and made a short, n:eaeh to

known, some names nbw  held in
high esteem will be ted

BRITISH BLECTTONS.—The Par-
liamentary elections in Great Britain
and Ireland have taken place, and
what everybody expected has happen-
ed.  The Liberals went into the
fight without a leader, acknowledged
as such, by all sections of the party.
In elections as in everything else, it
is essential that there should be a
governing head. One-half of the
success of a political party depends
on the reliance- placed in the ability
and patriotism of its chief, The pre-
sent leader of the Liberals is looked
upon as a-stop gap, and as a result
of such generalship they have been
literally slaughtered. Lord Salisbury
is master of the situation, and his
colleague, Mr. Chamberlain, will have
an opportunity of airing, and per-
haps to some extent putting into ef-
fect his projects of Imperialism. As
regards the situation in Ireland, Te-
ports to .his date indicate that the
Nationalists have held their own. In
one or two insftances there have
been surprises, but on the whole,
things are very nearly as they were
prior to the dissolution. The forces
of the friends of Ireland are draw-
ing more closely together, but there
is still room for improvement. Mr.
Timothy Healy. is an irreconcilab,e.
He is a clever man in many ways,
but his present attitude is calculated
to do great” injury to the cause of
Ireland.

A GOLDEN JUBILEB.—The ladies
of St. Patrick’s Congregation are
making arrangements&to appropriate-
ly celebrate the fiftieth anniversary
of the establishment of St. Patrick’s
Orphan Asylum. They may be relied
upon to do something worthy of the
occasion. As we go to press 1ihe
trustees of the institution are hold-
ing a meeting, when it is expected
that further steps will be taken 1o
supplement the efforts of the ladies
in this direction.

[ocal otes.

GAELIC SOCIETY .—There are al-
ways a number of sincere friends of
Ireland in Montreal who sacrifice
time and money to keep alive the na-
tional spirit. Foremost amongst the
number are the supportérs of the
movement to revive the old tongue.
At the annual meeting of the Society
held this week, the following execu-
tive offiters and members of the
Board of Management were elected
for the ensuing year : Honorary pre-
sident, Mr. W. H. Turner; president,
Mr. P. McHugh; vice-president, Cap-
tain P. Keane; secretary, Mr. M. Ber-
mingham; treasurer, Mr. Joseph Mee-
han; committée, Messrs. M. J. Doyle,
W. P. Stanton, P. Doyle, T. Hanley,
J. P, O’Brien, Mr. Ward, P. Han-
ley, D, Haugh and P. O’'Donnell. An
expression of sympathy and condo-
lence was tendered to Mr. P. McHugh
in his -bereavement, which was occa~
sioned by the death of his daughter.
Votes of thanks were recorded for
Mr. Bermingham and Mr. Lavelle for
their work in behalf of the society.
It was announced that the first meét-
ing of the new Gaelic classics will be
held October 16 at 7.80 o’clock in
the evening at Hibernian Hall.

CATHOLIC SAILORS,—Despite the
fact that the season is drawing to a
close the interest ‘in the weekly con-
certs of the Catholic Sailors’ Club
still continues. The concert held on
Wednesday evening, was a . great
success from every point of view,
each ' number on the programme be-

ing ‘well rendered and loudly: ap-

plauded. Mr. Robert Bicksrdike bre-.

spiritual’ gui mmd out in thou-
sands. It was a grand nd .imposing
sight to witness the vast prooe-ion
as it moved from ‘station to station
in the cemetery. Rev. Father Scan-
lan delivered the imstruction of the
day. ;

SUNDAY ATHLETICS.- HisGracethe
Archbishop is about to take a well
earned vacation. He will visit the
Southern States—Maryland, Virgi-
nia and Florida, and also Mexico.
His Grace expeets to be absent for
about six weeks. . v

In an interview. Wwith a local even-
ing newspaper, he referred to the
proposed city by-law authorizing
athletic games on Sunday. As was
to be expected, His Grace spoke out
plainly on the subject. ;

‘I cannot,’”” said the Archbishop to
a ‘‘Herald’” representative, ‘‘favor
any public amusements that would
lead to the desecration of the Lord’'s
Day; and I see great danger of this
in the authorization of the athletic
ganies which take place in the great
cities of the country. 'These sports
and amusements are, I am convinc-
ed, the cause of many people staying
away from church on Sunday. They
arc a fruitful cause of intemperance

say in towns like Sorel and St. John
—the public houses would be left
open for the sale of drink and the
liquor laws would be violated in the
spirit as well as in the letter Dby
Sunday drinking.

“Just as I am opposed to the
opening of museums and theatres on
Sundays, so am I opposed to those
games on the Lord’s Day, for it is
the Lord's Day and should be spent
in rest and prayer.

““To recogmize those things by law
would be a deplorable mistake, be-
cause even if such things are toler-
ated to some extent now, they have

not the recognition and authoriza-
tion which a municipal by-law
would give.

““Once you begin to authorize
games 'it will lead to all kinds of
Sabbath breaking and Sabbath la-
bor, and you will have the Sunday
here just as it is spent in many
cities of Furope.

““On_a recent occasion I was con-
sulted on the matter of public
sports being held in connection with
one of the parishes in this city, and
I had them postponed and after-
wards the sports‘were held on a
week day.

“I am certainly strongly opposed
to the passing of the by-law.’”

C.M.B.A.—The C.M.B.A., of Can-
ada, local branches, will hold their
annual religious celebration at St.
Patrick’s to-morrow. Grand Mass
will be celebrated at 11 o’clock. The
sermon will be preached by Rev.
Father Heffernan. The choir, under
the direction of Prof. J. A. Fowler,
have been preparing for the otcasion
for some weeks.

CATHOLIC RIGHTS IN
THE PHILIPPINES.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE.

‘“The right to interfere in Church
matters granted by the Popes to the
Kings of Spain was conditioned on
the royal stpport and endowment. of
the churches. Hence, when the United
States succeeded the Spanish crown,
and declared that it would no longer
observe the burden of the contract,
‘it, of course, lost the favor of the

of this patronage in certain cases it
does not. follow = that the United
; i

because wherever they take place—]

contract. The right o{ po,brom.ge no |
longer belongs to the actual govern-|
ment of the Philippines, and because

/| the Kings of Spain acted by virtue

techni if any ex-
ted—and I dq not: think any can
be found—it would be thé lnitiation
of a disastrous pollcy.
~“The pleasing of a few men who
have systematically decéived the Am-
erican authorities; the satisfaction
that would accrue to fapatics by
making ‘Rome howl,” as the saying
‘is; tl;o insult to the Church of this
y the t of a' few
thouu.nrl dollars income — these
things will not justify the United
States in despoiling the ' Church of
properties and franchises which she
has lawfully emiayed for years.”

THE FAMINE IN INDIA,
L] L i

Gilsan Willets, recently returned
from a journey through the famine

stricken region in India, thus de-
scribes conditions there :
“The famine is, above all, a big

famine. You can search all the books
in the British Museum and ycu
won’t find record of a bigger fam-
ine. The breadless area covers 350,-
000 square miles, which is one-third
of all India, or as big as all Canada.
In this area are 50,000,000 people.
Ten millions are entirely  destitute,
"and of ‘these the Government is tak-
ing care of 6,500,000 on relief works
and in.poorhouses. The stiests of
Bombay were full of starving people,
while over the million dollar railway
station and on the university campus
and from the portals of the gorged
market building the British flag float-
ed gayly.

‘“Up sprang from the gutter in
front of the Great Western Hotel,
where I stopped, a dozen brown boid-

fes, with lean forms and robust
lungs.,  They clamored for bread in
the Hindustani tongue. "They were

starving, and no one would throw
them even a crumb. To give them
money would mean to be surrounded
instantly by a mad mob. Thus fam-
ine greeted me at the very moment
of my arrival.

““Other famine sufferers, grown up
Hindus, as well as young Hindus,
ecrouched, or loitered, or slept, or
awaited death near other grain cribs.
I took a train northward from Bom-
bay. At a small station I perceived
a horrible, hideous group, represcnt-
ing starvation. They might . have
risen from the grave. Brown skin
covered their bones, like leather
stretched over a frame. The young
woman’s shoulder blade had burst
through the skin. I could have filled
the basin-like stomach of the long
man on the ground and in it washed
my hands. He arose and slapped his
hollow stomach with one hand, and
with the other hand smote his brow.

The woman' pointed to the brown
naked mite on her thigh bone. They
implored in weak, faraway voices,
‘Salam, Sahib; you are our' father

and our mother. Give ut food, and
God will bless you with many chil-
dren.” And from that time I saw
similar groups, and scenes, heard
simikar pitiful cries, saw equal dis-
tress, on every side.

““About every ten or fifteen miles
there was a relief camp or a poor-
house; the starving people have to
walk from ten to fifty miles to get
to them. In the relief camps people
are seldom arrested. They are too
busy or too tired to do wrong. Are
the people honest among themselves?
Yes, for obvious reasons. They have
nothing to steal from one another.

‘It seems incredible that so many
millions of people can be starving at
one time, that so many hundreds of

thousands are dying, that such dis-
tress exists among the living. DBut
the scenes I have described are iust

as true of the sericken district this
moment as they were when I sailed
from Bombay a few weeks ago. The
famine will last throughout t{his
year, and its effects will be felt for
more than a year to come.’”

-—-———L—
" RECENT DEATHS.

MRS, W. P. BARTLEY .—It is our
melancholy = duty to chronicle the
death of Mrs. W, P. Bartley, daugh-
ter of the late John O'Kane, of Que-
bec, and widow of W. P. Bartley,
who, during his life time, was one

‘was a pro-
. Patrick’s

«cast about

ﬂw benevomm C
Catholic and Pr
thave benefited w
the distributior
gifts. He is a
wiches have not

He is kind, consis
able, as it is;poe
are many ;public
«city and -elsewh
;noble philanthroj
tknow best :bear ¢
-that:his-secret d
~charities -are not
is particularly |
iLord Strathcona
rmissioner in Lon
.charged the dutie
most efficient ma
rthat he may lon
sthe position and
-name by a still

.and generous dee
this fellow-country

Y

ABOUT THE

In ‘“The Messer
Heart,”” Gapriel
gives a most int
of the catacomb:
take ‘the follov
aVS 1—

In connection v
there exists in Rc
designation, the
rum Martyrum,’’
its end and obje
make the early
Church and all ay
relics, tombs, his
special studies. F
among them stan
the Christian a
whose work is af
esting and  of -
ance. The coHege
erudite priests ai
and a few secula
the principal care
to  have Mass
tomb of the mar
restival-Qa)' (the
which is still cal
«day) and a proce:
lows the Mass, di

-anies of the saint

faithful go in dus
tween the graves
invoking. There i
the «
they are fragrant
cense and vocal w
er. Here and the
upon the stone; t
stands out and ti
the ampullae catc
& very different th
that litany hastil
ern church and t
with strange, stif
subterranean galle

move the sleeve
century coat brusi
which stands n

touched as when t
was laid ‘within
beauty like a flov
Vet neither its bri
form is gone.”’
Immediately af
ceremony the par
into the open a
sweet and glad a
and one of the ar
a brief lecture uj
they have just lef
to be De Rossi, ti
old man of whom
say it would take
make up the sum |
and knowledge, s
would be ‘wanting




