
.^y
.ÏS '

«Ut—■-

;

BER, 1889 mTHE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.December, 1889

ion.
,o Industrial 
tion for two 
is met with 
Should the 
it would in- 
of the other 

dy, as would 
ese, but the 
ts surround- 
d. Can the 
ely not. We 
étions of the 
i and Kings- 
iwed to sink 
these shows 
e exhibitors 
If they will 

emands, and 
i accomplish 
lividuai com- 
re persuaded 
on will com- 
ey will make 
meting of the 
mce to the 
ear, in order 
ds. This is 
:s should be 
that visitors 
•ork of judg­
es it is now, 
promiscuous 
to blame for 
their limited 
id it must be 
i are certain 
they have a 
n that 
udges in the 
mes selected 
ms, and not 
ellows or 

During the 
f coriespond- 
ese subjects, 
a number of 

tiers and fair 
irs to corres- 
If you have 
they may be

not go back if they continued to hold stock so many days 
Again, can Toronto afford to give as good premiums as these 
shows with a 25c. admission fee ? I think it hardly reasonable 
to expect it. Buffalo and Detroit have a 50c. gate fee, but that 
don’t stop the crowds. Canadians go ox er and pay it without 
a grumble, and sSy it was xvell worth the money. But 
Toronto having started with 25 cents, can they now put it up 
with the same satisfaction as it could have been done at first ! 
I think, perhaps, to give a 25 cent day each week would v 
well. Speaking from an exhibitor’s standpoint,.! would 
one xveek is long enough for stock to bo held at one sno' 
and I believe that is the general opinion of exhibitors

John Jackson, Abingdon, Ont.

family Circle.
effect it will preclude exhibitors from exhibiting at some one 
of the other large fairs. Secondly, it is my opinion one xveek 
is quite^snfficient for^boih the breeder and JjgJ
¥oro nto or*an? ot herpl act? can surely make it convenient to 
go some time through the week, whether it be on business or 
pleasure. Another reason, breeders xvho exhibit any kind or 
stock must go to considerable expense if they e*P®ct to get 
any of the prizes, and to get pome part of this back they must 
needs exhibit at as many of the fairs as their time will admit 
of. I may be wrong, but it does appear to me that Toronto 
seems to want to swallow up or cripple all the other large 
exhibitions in the province, which seems to me is showing a 
mther bad spirit. Their facilities for loading and unloading 
stock are not the best I think there is room for improvement 
in that line, particularly at Toronto. I also think the railway 
companies might show a little more consideration for breed­
ers m the transportation of their stock. I must say 
otherwise than what I have already stated, that at all 
fairs that I have attended the managers have treated us w 
the utmost consideration, and have been a< obliging as the 
circumstances w’ould warrant. Jas. Tolton, Walkerton.

THE DARK HORSE ;
OR,uld work

A MONTH IN AN AMERICAN COUNTRY HOUSE.
BY GEORGE A. HIBBARD.

Ir is late September. The leaves that, a few days 
before, were only touched with yellow, are now 
veined with purple and blotched with red. Many 
have fallen. Already the topmost branches of the 
trees show against the sky like wrinkles at the 
temples of the year. A short time ago, and the at­
mosphere was as clear as in June, but now It seems 
almost as thickened with dissolved amber ; or as tf% 
some aeiial fisherman, of the time of such as he who 
drew the brass bottle which held the afreet to the 
shore, and to whom the Sultan gave four hundred 
pieces of gold for four strange fishes, had filled It 
with a thin, filmy, almost imperceptible trawl-net, 
that lie might catch the falling leaves - the go 
cyprinidæ—as they swim In the air. The distant 
bills, that had risen blackly blue beyond the cold 
green of rolling meadows and sinking valley, 
lie softly grey beyond warm, orange stretches and 
undulations. The clear, clean-cutting lines of spring 
and summer are lost in the mellow glaze of autumn, 
lusciously rich as the varnish of a Stradivarius. It 
is a perfect morning of a perfectly characteristic 
autumn day. It is noiseless except for some sound 
that comes occasionally and so dully from the 
distance as scarcely to give indication of Its cause. 
The air hardly stirs, for the column of smoke that 
rises, like a gigantic, phantasmal plant In dream­
land, from a field not far away, bends but little as 
it clears the tops of the trees In a grove near by. 
Such is the day as it stands. In Its yellow and red 
facings, in the year's ranks.

The immediate scene Is the breakfast-room of one 
of the newest of American country houses. There 
are many of its kind by the Beverly shore, among the 
Berkshire bills, amid the Orange mountains, through 
the valley of the Genesee. Their number Increases 
every year as we become more and more a country- 
loving and a country-living people,-Increases along 
the coast from Mt. Desert to Biberon, up the Hudson 
and by the Inland lakes. In this particular country 
house there is doubtless many an architectural 
solecism from which a precisian might turn In scorn; 
but to the wiser and the less critical, it* effect, as a 
whole, is charming. It is more than pretty : It Is 
evidently vei y comfortable. 11 has no suggestion of
great durability; it has rather an air In consonance 
with a country where change is the order of things, 
and not permanence,—where, long before time 
brings decay, a man may lire of his possession It 
stands upon a hill top; the gradually ascending, 
unrutted driveway, as It rises from the main road, 
makes many turns before it is reached ; and from 
its broad verandas an unparalleled view sweeps 
along the valley, through which the river winds and 
flows until It is lost in I he cumuloee mass of the 
hills From without, it hardly seems a large build­
ing : hnt there are large rooms in it. In which a 
considerable party might resolve Itself Into “com­
mittee of the whole” upon the affqjra of the day ; 
and there are nooks and corners where, when two 
meet, “the previous question" might be moved and 
the ” main question ” put. There Is a great ball In 
which is a large fireplace that Is the house's heart, 
for the life of the house flows to It and from It, and 
to it again returns, through every vein and artery.
It is hardly ever deserted,—you can scarcely enter 
it without a greeting or a question, and you stop 
there and linger, forgetful of purpose or destination.
A wide stairway leads from It, and on Its broad 
landings a “good night" may be played In several 
not too rapid acts, or even In a quick trilogy If you 
wish and she should so will Above stairs there are 
inanv bedrooms.—rose, lilac, apple-green, robin’s- , 
egg blue, of many a clear color or delicate tint ; 
fresh and dainty as a handful of sweet peas In full 
blossom, it is not one of the great, sumptuous 
place* sometimes found in such “happy hunting- 
grounds,’’ places where money has done all that It 
can do ; but it is a place where money lias done 
much and tins done It well ; It Is very costly, very 
comfortable, very charming.

There arc several perhaps half a dozen- far finer 
places than this in the neighborhood. Of these, or 
of anything within their precincts, description 
would be Intrusion, of host or guest within the 
circle of the hospitality ol any of these It were over 
hold to speak, even in near or far allusion. ■ The 
house of the Kenlevais is the last and least of these 
places ; and. It must lie said. It Is laid up only In 
words, and peopled only with the mere figments of
Hll^or ycars*M/“arid Mrs. Kerneval had come from 
Philadelphia to one or more of these houses. Every 
autumn they came earlier and stayed later, until 
finally, completely won by the beauty of the country, 
they bought a p ace and built a house of their own. 
Now—perhaps two months after Its completion— 
they arc In It, and seated at their own breakfast-

Kenieval beyond the boiling twenties, and well 
on in the simmering thirties finds, perhaps, more 
to amuse him, for he Is not earnest and eager now. 
than when, a hoy of nineteen, became Into his large 
fortune. He I* getting rather stout ; lie has to think 
of Ids horse as a weight-carrier when he takes the 
Held It can not he concealed that he is growing 
slightly bald, hut Ids eye is as bright as when he 
clambered on the shoulders of Ills class up tho 
Cambridge elm years ago ; and, more, his digestion 
is now as good as It was when Delmonlco's was on 
tip Fourteenth Street corner- A few tell him that 
lie has not availed himself of his opnortuplltes. He 
seldom answers anything of this kind, Wit ifxwhat,

Dour Sir,—I a n strongly opposed to the proposed change 
which the Toronto Association threaten us with. They do not 
appear to be satisfied with having the good old Provincial 
crushed out of existence, but seem to think that Toronto, and 
it alone, should have a fair. I consider it is much more to my 
advantage to exhibit ray flock at txvo distant points instead of 

eeksat one place, as a larger number of customers un­
met, which means more sales. As the success of a fair largely 
depends on the exhibits, and live stock usually forming tho 
most attractive part of said exhibits, it is wisdom on the part 
of managers to ue as reasonable as possible in their demands 
on exhibitors, and so lead us to exclaim : This or that is the 
place to show at. One or two things in xvhich there is room 
for improvement Sleeping berths should be provided for 
attendants ; judging should begin at the advertised hour ; 
last, but not least, the best prizes should be offered for animals 
bred by exhibitors. John Casu-bkll, Jr., Wood ville. Ont.

Dear Sir, The proposed change by the Toronto Association 
that all live stock shall be on the grounds two weeks instead 
of one as formerly, I am decidedly of opinion that such 
change, if made, is not in the interests of either the exhibition 
or breeders of live stock, and I am afraid that their interest* 
xvère not considered in the proposed change. The season is 
so very short in this country, when it is found convenient and 
desirable to hold exhibitions of live stock (not extending 
much over four weeks), tliat if exhibitors are required 
remain on the grounds for two weeks in Toronto it will be to 
the disadvantage of exhibitors who wish to exhibit at othe 
associations, and will prevent many from exhibiting, an 
particularly at such large exhibitions as are yearly held in th 
cities of London and Hamilton ; also, it would entail a large 
additional expense, both in time and money on exhibitors. It 
will not, in my opinion, even be of advantage to the Toronto 
Industrial, as it will be the means of preventing many (parti 
cularly of the smaller and new exhibitors) from attending, 
and place the exhibition in the hands of tho larger exhibitors. 
Oue week is quite sufficient for the exhibition ol live stock at 
one place, even from a visitor’s point of view ; and even the 
comfort and health of the live stock should he taken into con­
sideration. 1 think some action should he taken in the matter 
by the exhibitors, arid let their opinion he known. You 
should bring the matter before the farmers in your widely 
circulated journal, so that the opinions of the exhibitors 
might he more easily found out and some steps taken.

W. Whitklaw, Guelph, Ont.

Dear Sir,—Having heard that the Toronto Industrial Associa­
tion have announced their intention of keeping all live stock 
on the grounds during the entire two weeks of the exhibition 
next year, I thought I w ould write you to say that I think this 
a great injustice to breeders, who are in the habit of showing 
their stock at a number of the fairs in the fall, as it w ill either 
cause other associations to hold their fairs too early or too 
late in the season, or debar said breeders from attending 
other fairs w hich would be held during that time. Then there 
i« the expense of keeping them there for so long, which 

ounts to no small item. Now, sir, this looks to me like 
creating another monopoly. 1 cannot imagine what has 
induced the Toronto management to take this step, unless it 
is to do away with some of the other shows. I would therefore 

st that instead of holding them longer that they make it 
For instance, have a certain number of classes to be 

on a certain day, and so on, allowing said class, or 
classes, to he brought on the grounds, say one or two days 
previous to the dav on which they were to be lodged, then 
after the awards have been made why not allow animals 
which have not taken prizes to he taken away f I cannot see 
that they should he kept thereat the expense of the owner. 
Now 1 think if some such plan as this were to he adopted that 
they would find that there would be an increased number of 
exhibitors instead of a fulling off, which I feel satisfied there 
w*ill be if the announcement which has been made is carried 
into effect W. Glendinnino Ellesmere, Out.
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Toronto fair one of the greatest exhibitions Iin 1wf*ld, a 
I think it is time the stock men should stand up for their 
rights. There are several other exhibitions in Canada of 
about as much importance to the breeders as Toronto. My 
experience has bee."that it has been of as much advantage to 
me in the way of sales to show my stock at several other 
exhibitions as it has been at Toronto. And shall we allow 
Toronto to monopolize all the best part of tlic showing

busiest season of the year than we nave already spent. I 
would suggest that the breeders should art inijont*rt inlhis
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Dear Sir,—I am sorry to hear of the Toronto Association 
wanting stock there the full term of exhibition. One week is 
nientv long enough. I exhibited at Buffalo and Detroit, there 
we had tostav with stock ten days, which was five days too 
long Torouto Association will hurt their exhibition very 
much if they compel the stock to stay there two weeks. 
There are so many large exhibitions lately that there is not 

hem without clashing together, and Toronto would 
he making it worse by having stock these two weeks. 1 would 
be strongly against

est
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influes time for t

such a sno
li. Crawkord, Can boro. Ont.

Deal- Sir,- I feel thal if we were a united bodv we would 
have a great deal less to grumble about, and I think that the 
right way would be to try and get the breeders together and 
discuss all matters for the mutual benefit of exhibitors, for 
example the granting of herdsman's tickets ; they are cer­
tainly very stisigy about them and expect a great deal after 
thev are granted. Among other things they expected of 
cattlemen is that we lead all prize cattle into the horse ring 
when called upon, and If they could they would mix hoists 
and cattle in one heap, making it dangerous In the extreme. 
Another thing is, why he so stingy about passes, and yet ex 
nect all the prize animals led out at one time to the ring. 
How are two men to lead five or six cattle at once, the half of 
them being bulls. For my part 1 am not going to go around 
the show yard and Ix-g people to come and help me to show 
mv herd 1 think that here is one point in w hich exhibition 
hoards are in the wrong. In Toronto it is really dangerous, 
and lias been for years, to unload and load stock owing to the 
electric railroad. Now 1 think some remedy might be had tor 
this at out little expense. About Toronto having a ten days 
show it is simply to kill other shows ns it has the Provincial 
wiïh the ald o? tho Toronto ores». For my own part 1 think 
that Toronto show is established, even if it had no stock, and 
I think that in a short time all but the race horses will be left 
ont saying that they cannot lie bothered with them It the 
exhibitors would refuse to go for so long a time, it would 
either compel the Industrial to do without the stock a to­
gether, or accede to our terms at once. There are many other 
things For example : a difference in tile stable accommoda

much and that our governments have made a sad mistake In 
mit muodellingit rather than doing away with It «Together.
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ni to Toronto

William McCrak, Guelph, Out.

Dear Sir - I fiavc no objections in taking my ponies to the 
Toronto exhibition for two weeks, and in my mind it is la st 
for both breeder and the fair association, tlrst, we Hirst 
with a great many people the ilrst week that we do not sec in

^r,°hnd.sv;ew ^rëniL^:,^
the case si*v* ml times) the public will not turn out, also the 
stock cannot he proi»erly Judged, as it crowds a great deal of 
wÜric in too short a time third, it costs hut ven^ little more 
to keep “tock at exhibition than at home ; fourth, does i 
cost much mon- for help. a< generally they all stop at t 
stables and get good hoard on the grounds for w v. uty-five 
cents iH.r day fifth, as to other fairs I think one week sooner 

iarer Will not make any difference, as I really think t he 
Toronto Exhibition the greatest one in America. On the 
whole 1 say let us try it one year anyway, then we will have 
that experience to work
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