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CHAPTER VIIIL

The Armada—1588. =

i, After the events recorded in previous

 chapters the civil wars in England were
followed by a rapid development of the
nation’s power at sea, resulting in the
time of Queen Elizabeth in a series of
brilliant. naval operations under Sir
Francis Drake which will ever live in
history. After the colonization of Vir-
ginia by Sir Walter Raleigh, Elizabeth
concluded a treaty of friendship with
the Netherlands which at once involv-
ed England as the ally of the *“United
Provinces” in war with Spain, and
eventually led to the decision of King
Philip II, the most bigoted monarch of
his day, to invade ‘England with the
the most formidable maval force the
world had ever seen, and utterly root
out Protestantism from.the only land
where: it found .a protector strong
enough to shield it from Catholic ag-
gression. He formed his design in 1570
and: contioned his preparations till
1688, by which time his fleet. was so
formidable that the eomplete annihila-
tion of England’s power was believed to
be certain, and no doubt on the sub-
ject possible. The vessels were contri-
buted by Spain, Portugal and Italy and
numbered 132, and with them were
21,666 soldiers. In reserve, ready to
follow immediately on a landing being
effected, were other divisions of ships
to convey 5000 men each in rapid suc-
cession to the doomed land.. When the
Armada set sail, the English had only
36 ships of the navy at home ready to
put to sea, but by pressing a large
number of merchant vessels into the
service, 191 ships were hurriedly fitted
out, - the total = tonnage ‘however
being only 31,986 against 58,040 tons of
the . Armada. Resistance seemed al-
most hopeless. . The disparity of guns
and men was even greater than of the
tonmage.

On July 12, the ‘Armada put 1o sea,
apd on the way was  joined by 8 more
powerful vessels of war. Lord Howard
of Effingham, commanded the English
fleet, with Sir Francis Drake, Sir John
Hawkins and Sir Martin Frobisher, as
vice-admirals, The English fléet was
waiting for news in Plymouth sound
when on July 19, the alarm was given
that the vanguard of the Spaniards
was heading from the French coast
direct for the shores of England. On
Sunday, July 21, the two fleets came
together, when six miles westward of
the Eddystone, Lord Howard, at
nine o’clock, sent forward a pinnace
named the Deflance, ‘‘to denounce
war,” by a discharge of all her guns—a
demonstration which he immediately
seconded by the fire of his own ship,
the Ark Royal, which opened a furious
cannonade on the ship of Don Alphon-
8o de Leva, which from its size he sup-
posed ta be that of the Spanish admiral,
Shortening sail, he poured a terrible
fire into her, and would have destroy~
ed her had she not been rescued by
several other vessels closing in.

Now Drake, Hawkins, and Frobish-
er vigorously engaged the enemy’s
sternmost ship, under the Captain-Gen-
eral, Don Juan, the Marquis de Recald-
ez, who was on board one of the Por-
tuguese galleons, and did all that a
braye man could do to keep his squad-
ron together ; but, in spite of all his
efforts, sosternly was he attacked, that
they were driven among the main body
.of the fleet, while his own vessel was
80 battered in the hull by shot that she
became quite unserviceable.

The Spanish fleet being somewhat
scattered now, the Duke of Medina
‘signalled for the ships to close, and,
hoisting more sail, sought to hold on
his course towards Calais; and now
the battle took the form.of a running
fight.

in this movement, a great galleen;
cemmanded by Don Pedro Valdez, bé-
ing seriously battered in her hull and
wrecked aloft, fell foul of another ship,
and, was so disabled that she was left
astern by the rest, just as night was
coming on, and the sea running high.

Don Pedro, on learning that his im-
mediate opponent was Drake, whose
name was a terror to the Spaniards,
yielded at once, and his ship was sent
into Plymouth, Drake dividing among
his own crew 55,000 golden ducats
whieh he found on board of her.

That night the Spanish fleet bore on
by the Start, and next morning they
were seen far to the leeward ; and Si¥
Francis Drake, with his ships, did not
rejoin the admiral until evening, as he
had pursued the enemy within “‘culver-
in-shot ” till daybreak.

The whole of .this day was spent by
the duke in repairing damages, and

putting his fleet in order,,. He com-
L nanded . Don nso: - de Leva: to
bring the first and last squadrons to-

gether ; assigning to each ship its sta-
tion in battle, -according - to a plan
.agreed upon in:Spain, and any devia-
tion from which invelved the penalty

|of death, - Orguendo’s great ship had

her crew and valuables taken: out.-of
her, and. was cast -adrift, - She was
found by Oaptain John: Hawkins, with
¢ fifty - poor wretches” on board, the
stench of iwhose half-burned bodies
was horrible. A prize-crew took her
into Weymeouth.

After a calm night—the wind being
pnortherly—on the following morning
the Spaniards tacked, and bore down
upon -the English; who also tacked,
and stood westward. After several at-
temps to gain the weather-gage,
another battle ensued.

The Spaniards at first bore down
under a press of sail, as if they meant
to board the English ; but seeing that
the Ark, the Nonpareil, the Elizabeth
Jonas, the Victory, and others, were
prepared to meet them, they were con-
tent to drop astern of the second-nam-

ed ship.
In the meantime, the Triumph, Mer-
chant-Royal, - Oenturion, * ‘Margaret,

John, Mary Rose, and Golden Lion,
being far to leeward, and ‘separated
from the rest of the fleet, were borne
down' upon by the great galeases of
Naples, and a fierce conflict ensued for
an hour and a half, till the Neapolitans
sheered off, when a change of wind to
the south west enabled a squadron of
English ships to attack the western
flank of the Spanish fleet with such
fury that they were all compelled to
give way; and so, till the sun began to
set, the desultory and running fight
went on.[) Wherever the firing was
hottest, Lord Howard’s ship was seén.
In this day’s strife a great ship of Vin-
ice and many smaller were taken; and
the Mayflower. a merchantman of Lon-
don, behaved bravely, ‘“‘like a man-of-
war,”

On the 24th of July there was a ces-
sation othstxlitles on_be both sides, a,nd
Lord Howard, being shm-t TAnInUn-
tion, sent the pinnaces inshore for a
supply of powder and ball, as both had
failed in the fleef.” Sir Walter eigh,
In recording this | great Fmistake, says
“that many of our great guns stood
but as ciphers and scarecrows, not un-
like to the Easterling hulks, who were
wont to paint great red port-holes in
their broadsides, where they carried no
ordnance at all.”

On the 25th, the St. Anne, a great
Portuguese galleon, was taken near the
Isle of Wright by Capt. John Hawkins,
under the fire of the Spaniards, who
attempted to rescue her.

On the 28th the Lord Admiral resort-
ed to a means of destruction hitherto
fotally unknown in naval warfare—fire
ships. ' Selecting eight of the: worst
craft in his fle fleet, he bestowed on them
genty “of pitch, tar, resin, n, brimstone,
and everything that was inflammable.
Thair cannon he had loaded with bull-
’ets, chains, iron bars, anfl other mis-
Siles of ‘destruction. ~ Thus egulppefl
with all their ca.nvas set, he sent them
before the wind and Witk The tide,
about two hours 'before midnight,
under the command of two' captains
named Prowse and Young, right into
the heart of the Spanish fleet. On
coming within a certain distance, they
lashed the helms, set fire to the trains,
dropped into their boats, 'and with-
drew.

All was now confusion and precipita-
tion, and another large galledn, hav-
ing had her rudder unshipped, was
tossed about till she was stranded on
the rocks of Calais, where she was
taken by Sir Ampyas Preston, in the
Admiral’s long-boat, accompanied by
other boats manned by 100 seamen.
He flag was not hauled down without
a bloody scuffle, in which her captain,
Don Hugo de Moncada, wa8 shot
throtigh the 'head, ‘and 400 of ‘her sold-
iiérs and rowers drowped or-put to the
:sword. - After 800 galley-slaves' and
80,000 diicats had been taken out of her,
gHe whs abandonéd as a wreck. ' After
‘the terror, flight, and miserable disas-
ters by which many of their ships were
driven into the North Sea, and ‘others
on the Flemish coast, the Spaniards,
ranging themselves in the best order
they could, approached Gravelines;
but, as the English had got the weath-
er guage, they could obtain supplies
neither there nor at Dunkirk. In the
meantime, Sir John Hawkins, in the
Victory, Captain Fenner, in the Non-
pareil, Sir George Beeston, in the
Dreadnought, Sir Robert Southwell, in
the Blizabeth Jonas, and otheér brave
officers, kept pouringin theirshotupon
them - continually, “and toré niany of
their ships so dreadfully that the water
entered on all sides, In this day’s ac-
tion, a great galleon was so mauled by

the Bonaventure, Rainbow, and Van-
gudrd, that she sank, like a stone, in
the night: Then @ great ‘galleon of
Biscgy, with two other vessels, was
sunk.

The galleon.St.-Matthew, under Don
Diego de Pimentelli, coming to the aid
of Don Francisc de Toledo (colonel of
thirty-two cormpanies), in the St. Philip,
was terribly cut up. by the.ships of
Lerd Henry Seymeur and Sir William
Winter; while the 8t,' Philip, after be-
ing pursued as far ag' Ostend, was also
captured. ' 'The Spaniards were now
fighting simply to eseape.

On “the 3lst of July the wind was
blowing hard in the morning, from the
north-west, and on the Spaniards mak-
ing a last desperate attempt to recover
theChannel again, were driven towards
Zealand; upon which the English, who
had followed them so closely for so
many days, gave over the chase, sup-
posing the great Armada to be utterly
ruined.

To save water, all the cavalry horses
and baggage mules were flung over-
board, and all sail was made by the
Spanish for the North Sea. . The Lord
Admiral with the main body of his vic-
torious fleet pursued.the flying foe as
far as the Firth of Forth. = Most mis-
erable . was the future’ fate of the
Armada, Many were cast away among
the Scottish isles, and seventeen, with
5,304 men on board, on the coast of Ire-
land; among others, a stately galleon
and two Véhetian ships of great burd-
en. All who were shipwrecked in Tre-
land were put to the sword, or perished
by the hands of the commou éxecu-
tioner. Thirty-eight ships, that were
driven by a strong west wind into the
Channel, were there taken by the Eng-
lish, and others by the Rochellers, in
France,

Of all the ships that sailed from Lis-
bon, only fifty-three returned to Spain;
of the four galeases of Naples, but one;
of the four galleons of Portugal, but
one; of -the ninety-one great hulks
from many provinces, there returned
only thirty, fifty-eight being lost. ~ In
short, Philip lost in this expedition
eighty-one ships, 13,600 soldiers; above
2,000 prisoners in England and in the
Low Countries. Distressed, tossed, and
wasted by storms and miseries, the
remnant came home about the end of
September, only: to encounter sorrow,
shame; and dishoner.

To be Continued.
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The Homes of the Poor.

The Revi4@A. Robins, rectox of Holy
Trinity, Windsor, sends to The Times
a remonstrance against the exclusion
from the Church Congress programme
of the ‘‘Homes of the Poor” question.
He says+ ‘“The ‘Archbishop of Canter-
bury himgelf has witnessed that ‘the
better housing of the poor is a great
moral and religious question that the
Church ought to face;” that demoraliz-
ing dwellings represent ‘a demoniacal
organization that we have to combaty
and that hereéin ‘Churchmen clearly
have'a duty.” I had ‘hoped that this
was the rallying war-cry of ‘a spiritual
leader and father calling on us, in very
militant fashion, to lay about us in the
combat against deadly things. Are the
belligirents, after all, invited to no-
thing more serious than an affair of
blank cartridges?’ If the Church has
such a very plain duty to fdce and yet
does not choose to face it; if she claims
for it urgency and dismisses it with sil-
ence; if she is called to a combat and
straightway sheaths her sword with-
out striking a blow, when she parades
her forces, then she must look to her
candlestick, or she will find it gone,
and the place thereof will know it no
more.”

The Liverpool Overhead Railway.

The Liverpool Overhead Railway, is
shortly to be opened for traffic. ' The
railway, which is composed almost en-
tirely of wrought iron, traverses the
whole length of the Liverpool Docks, a
distance of about six miles, for the
most part just over the lines of ‘the
original dock railway, which"is upon
the surface.  Upon 'the compléetion ‘of
the overhead raitway it will be available
éxclusively for passengers. ‘'Theré arve to
be 14 'stations. The line is'to'be worked
by electricity.
two carriages, each to seat B6 ‘passeng-
ers and provided with a motor at one
end. All'the carriages will be exactly
alike and will contain compartments
for two classes of passengers, with
through communication from end to
end of the train under the control of
the guard. “It is intended to commence
running with a five minutes’ service of
trains, but the generating plant is de-
signed to be capable of working a three
minutes’ service, and the journey from
end to end (inclusive of stoppages) is
to be performed in half an hour,”' The
signals will bé eléctrically*wérked by
the trains themselves. The pvrnmnu;t
way is also of a novel construction.

Longitudinal sleepers, resting directly

A train ‘will ‘consist of |

'z6g1 ‘Areaug( p

58 X [
upon and keyed to the arched decking, |

support both the rails and the eléctric
conductor. .. The total cost of the rail-
way, including equipment, will be
about £80,000:per mile. - The emgineers
are 8ir Douglas Fox and J. H. Great-
hend,
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Sir Bludell Maple, M.P., has received

copies ‘of resolutions advocating the

prohibition ‘of the' immigration of de-

stituté aliens, which have been passed

by a number of public authorities
throughout England. -
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