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preventive  measures. The sanitary administra-
tion of the City of Birmingham is carried out by
a medical officer of health, an assistant, a chief
inspector of nuisances, 31 assistant sanitary in-
spectors, 17 lady health visitors, and a fully-
qualified lady medical practitioner specially en-
gaged in work having for its object the reduction
of infant mortality and the training of quahfied
midwife visitors. The Corporation have likewise
a public analyst under the Sale of Food and
Drugs Act, and the necessary laboratory staff.
There is also a special department to deal with
certain aspects of the problem of housing the
working classes—a department of which the
medical officer 1s the executive officer, although
control is exercised by the Housing Committee.
The work of the Health Committee is also con-
cerned  with the collection and destruction of
refuse through its Interception Department, the
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isolation in hospitals of patients  suffering from
infectious diseases, the treatment of phthisis at
the Salterley Grange Sanatorium (the first rate-
supported institution of 1its kind mn England), the
inspection of house property and insistence on its
being maintained in good sanitary condition, the
| inspection of common lodging houses, canal boats,
factories and workshops, milk shops and dairies,
{ the carrying out of the provisions of the Shop
| Hours Act and the Shop Seats Act, and the abate-

| ment of smoke nuisances. To the work of the
Health Committee, supplemented by that of
voluntary agencies of various kinds, may be

| attributed in large measure the fact that the death-
[ rate has been reduced in the last forty years from
| 25 per 1,000 per annum to 155  The diminished
| mortality during the last five years alone as com-

pared with the previous five years represents a
‘ saving of about 1,650 lives per annum.
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