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laatlon of society has been changing, and 
every time a new form cornea In It ap^ 
proachea nearer to Christ a principle—the 
ideal Individual developed through the 

« state, and conversely the ideal state 
with the Individual, but in what respeot?# through the Individual Each age has Its 
In respect to his relation to the state own Interpretation of Christ and HI» 
The man existed for the state, not the teaching, and each Interpretation Is more 
state for the man. The aim of Greek edu- lofty than the preceding one

Tennyson expresses this idea as fol-

Christ’s Doctrine of Society
MISS J. L. FAIRLEY, B.À., Chmibvilu, Out.

OULD the system of Christianity 
exist apart from society* In other 

’ words, how would the principles 
tween one 

Before answering this 
let us consider w hat are the re

ich Christ expects from man s

c
of Christ’s gos 
man and God 
question, 
suits wh
acceptance of the lessons of life which He 
taught We read In Corinthian* that the 

is charity or love, 
elop this nor show 

dealings

work out be
cation was to produce good citizens, men 
who would efficiently serve the state. But 
who were the Individuals who came under 
the solicitude of the state? Not half the 
population. The rest w 
were regarded as cattle, 
care to the individual as such and for 
hie own sake He was trained to become 
part of a greet machine—the powerful 
organisation of the state.

These, then, are the three weaknesses 
of these pre-Chrletlan civilizations: -their 
.recognition of only a part of the popu
lation, their failure to 
a man and not as part 
their looking to the 
of to the moral nature of man for the 
solution of life's problem.

Thus, Christ gave the world a new Idea 
when He answered the question, " Who 
Is my neighbor?” by telling the story of 
the Good Samaritan Men had not yet 
learned to respect the Individuality of 
those In classes of society 
their own. This was a principle so new 
of " the submerged tenth,”—as we say 
to-day,- had needs and rights equal to 
their own This was a principle so new 

not easily comprehended, and 
ist's day and ours society has

” The old order changeth, giving place to 

And God reveals Himself In many waya.”
slaves andetL>essence of the gos

«lev
me gave no

Man can neither
with hi*Its presence a pa 

fellow-men If 
men whom we have seen, how can we 
love God whom we have not seen? If

we love not our fellow-
He beautifully gives the Idea 
form eoclety assume* 1* the exp 
of s feeling after God, according

little systems have their day— 
r have their day and cease to be; 

are but broken lights of Thee, 
ou, 0 Lord, art more than they."

that every 

In these linesbeat that the age kno
& man were to live all his life by himself, 
not coming Into contact with his fellow 
beings, the words kind, gentle, patient, 
honorable, could not be applied to him. 
Theee are terms that have no meaning 
apart from society.

Then society Is Implied In the very 
notion of Christianity The aim of Chris
tianity Is to develop the Ideal individual 
through the Instrumentality of society, 
and the ideal society through the Indi
vidual.

Before the coming of the Influence of 
Christ Into the world there were In exlst- 

hlghly organised forms of society. 
There were developed features of govern
ment and of national life so good that 
we honor them yet, and take leeeon* from 
them. In ancient Greece there flourished 
an almost Ideal democratic form of 

rage cltixen was 
te undertook that.

n Memorlami "Our 
They 
They 

And Th

rd a man a* 
he state, and

Intellectual

! Thus on through future ages, so long 
as the world lasts, will the old order 
keep on changing for something higher 
and better, something expressing a clearer 
understanding <jf those lessons taught 
among the Judean hills so long ago, which 
seemed so simple, but which have taken 
the world so long to understand com
pleted. As time goes on gleams of the 
light from Christ's teaching will become 
lees and less broken, until at last the 
full understanding and acceptance ef the 
principles of the Gospel will brmg to 
earth the full light of hi

different toX

that It waa 
between Chr 
been organised on several different ba 
each perha

ses,
hatgovernment, 

well educated 
He attended all the deliberations on state 
affaire, and had a real voice in the 
ment of bis countr 
merclallsm and gr<_ 
the curse of our age, had no place there. 
The material was everywhere subjected 
to the Intellectual 
found the key to the 
the Intellectual nature

In the civilisation of Rome we have 
perfection of organisation and law mak

of Institutions for realising 
social purposes The dream of 
to conquer the world, and her Institutions 
were able to do It because they were so 
perfectly organized^ Every man waa In 
his place, and knew just what his

In a measure suited to t
of develo 
to which

as best It co 
Ideal of Individualism.

ipment of the human 
It was adapted, and each 

to express

What can we do to Increase the light 
In our age, and what Is being done? The 

rest and low

age
family 
striving 
Christs 

In the age
undertook to protect and 
poorer and more helpless 
turn for the service he 
never dreamed of considering his follower 
as a rational being equal to himself. But, 
nevertheless, In the responsibility which 
the powerful baron felt for his d 
we see an 
Christ In 
the same form
retains to-day. Its attitude to the com
mon man was kindly, but It provided for 
his spiritual needs without treating him 
as a creature who had mind enough to 
transact his own affairs with heaven. 
Then the feudal baron and the church 
beeamë corrupt, forgot their obligation 
to the human beings over whom they 
exercised power, and remembered only

apt
old

That sordid com 
for gain, which Is

est of men are now recog- 
ed as our brothers, and to-day we 

the greatest honor to the men who 
the most for their welfare. Perhaps we 
would not be very far wrong In saying 
that there Is no man In England to-day 

prominent and more generally ad- 
than Lloyd George Why? Be- 

powers to 
helpl

*ed pay
doof feudalism the strong man 

vide for his 
hbor In re- 

I him. He
ign
redI Orpek philosophers 

blem of life Inpo7

cause he Is devoting his great 
the uplift of those who are 
Governments are beginning to see that It 
la their duty to look after the Interests 
of those so submerged In 
Ignorance that they 
selves. In Toronto the City 
Investigating the slum district 
nlng to have proper 
suburbs for those who tur 
not fit for human beln^

In almost every country In the world 
are to be found branches of the Young 
Men's and Young Women's Christian 
Association, which exists for the purpose 
of caring for young people who need help 
and sympathy and guidance. In connec
tion with the University of Toronto there 
Is a club-house down town in the heart 
of the slu 
clever of

! ©pendent, 
resslon of the teachings of 

the church took on 
the Catholic Church

The Roman state showed the value 
Ideals orw

whichRome was poverty and 
help them- 
Counctl Is 
and plan- 

houses built In the

■ annol

peror down 
ends which

were, from the em
to the common soldier These 
the civilizations of Greece and Rome 
realized are good ones—very Important In 
forming the Ideal society. Both these 
civilizations had their day and then died, 
because they were suited only to the time 
In which they flourished. They lacked 
those deep rooted and permanent prln 
clples which are eternal and apply to all

w live in houses

this society broke down, as had 
ere and Rome, c 

on, professing to 
and fraternity, not 

all men This 
grand that men 
thought the mil-

that built up by 
the French 
bring liberty, equality a 
only to France, but to 
declaration sounded so 
as wise as Wordsworth 
lenlum waa near at hand But after the 
clouds of war and bloodshed cleared away, 
and the principles of the revolution were 
In a measure set working, It was found 
that the liberty, equality and fraternity 
that existed, permeated lower down the 
social scale than 
was at the bottom a lar 
society to whom those at 
think o

Revolutlo

ms, where some of the most 
the men students 

through teaching, gymnasium w 
aport, try to raise the lives of those 
foreign slum children to a higher level.

this work Is not carried on In con
nection with any church, not even with 
the Y M. C. A.

The thing considered most valuable In 

ight
go,
orkGreece was Intellectual attainment, 

alble only to the few Chr 
to find a solution to life's 
man s moral nature. Since 
nature Is common to all alike, and Is 
alble of development In all, aucta a so 
tlon was universal in Its appllc 
Hence we say that the feature whlc 
tingulahes Christian civilization 
Christian Is Individualism.

In the day of the breaking down of 
systems, when It was appan 
d Ideals according to which

latlanlty sou 
problet 

the moral

All this Is but a practical exp 
of Christ's teaching regarding the b 
hood of man and the value of the Indi
vidual.

What can be our part In this great 
world movement that Is going on every
where about us? It may be expressed In 
the words. " Intelligent Service.”

We must study the conditions surround
ing us. study Christ's principles, and then 

ly them to those conditions We can- 
work out our own salvation alone, 

or develop our characters. There la no 
way to do that except through Intelligent, 
unselfish service. It Is not only Mercy 
which la “twice blessed.” We might 
Service is twice blessed ; It blesses 
that gives and him that receives

resslon
brother-ever before, but there 

rge portion of 
the top did not 

applying the new principles.
In this stage of the organization of 

society we aee more of the leaven of the 
pel. but Christ's great lesson of the 

brotherhood of man was not yet fully 
understood.

from pre

I
ent that

had been organ'zed were
society 
longer

uth Into

world new laws or ideals. He put Into 
society the small drop of leaven which

will eventu

whlequate to the human race, whl' 
• rglng out of childhood and you 

manhood, Christ came and showed

ad

i
It remained for our own twentieth cen

tury to witness the coming Into Its own 
of the lowest class of society. We see In 
the world about us a greater spirit of 
Christian brotherhood among men than 
any pre

tlan than ours, 
v Thus, all through the ages, the organ-

age has grown so large and nas 
ly permeated society and which

anyi leaven the whole lu 
rlnclple which Christ 
1 summed up In the word 

Greece was concerned

vlous age ever saw The next 
In this respect be yet more Chris-The new 

duced may
InDIVIDVALIRM.

say,
him

pn
be
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