
September, 1910—10THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.210

Principles and Methods of Bible 
StudyUjj The Literary Department [TJJ BY BEV. F. 0. LETT, PEMBROKE, ONT.

More 1» being said and written about 
the Bible In these days, In the Christian 
world than ever before. Never did it 
occasion such activity. Bible Societies 
are carrying copies of It by the millions 
Into all corners of the earth. Teachers 
and preachers are travelling everywhere, 
expounding and explaining It with a zeal 
that Indicates conviction of Its Importance 
to mankind. A home Is not a home wlth- 

a copy or two. Schools are organized 
people gather habitually to help 
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Too many know little or nothing about 
the history of Methodism or our Church 
literature. Where Is there a better place 
to Instfll In the hearts and minds of our 
people a love for these than In our Lit­
erary Department? Then, too, we have 
the whole range of the best literature of 
the present day and of the past from 
which to select. Let us choose that which 
Is best and put It before our Leaguers. 
In this way the best writings are brought 

their notice and a desire Is created for 
better things. Does some one say they 
will not read the books that are discussed? 
I have known students In a large school 
to buy a book simply because the presi­
dent gave them selected readings from It 
at morning exercises. I have known a 
large audience to fcc so stirred that they 
wanted to read a book mentioned In the 
course of a lecture.
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So It Is In the Christian world.
The non-Chrlstlan peoples are asking 

about It. India, China, Japan and Tur­
key are making earnest enquiries, and 
Missionary Societies on big scales, are 
moving to answer them.

The person who Ignores the Bible or is 
Indifferent towards It, Is not 
real sense. He cannot be a Christian.

Before we can study the Bible profl 
and Intelligently, we must have some 
of what it Is; how it 
purpose is. Such questions 
everything we use. Why 
Bible?
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We must have a view. Our 
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If you can lead him to see that he 

must share the praise for success or bear 
his part of the blame for failure, I be­
lieve our work will show better results. 
As I said before, every one should have 
some work to do. I do not wish to be 
misunderstood here. We may have mem- 

-rs who will not work In the literary 
eetlngs, but work well In other meetings. 
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There Is still another Important work 
for the Literary Department. In every 
community—yes, and often living by our 
side—are people who have no Church In­
terests, consequently no desire for the 

rature of the Church. Every one ot 
us knows how rapidly Church papers ac­
cumulate and how few of us make much 
use of them after reading. The literary 
committee could collect these and see that 
they -were distributed where they might 
do some good. More than this, we may 
have some in our own society who do 
not even take a Church paper. Tact must

oints must be 
ation, by 
i of

capable, 
judgment, 

view must

infllte
b.-

e with us.
If they are

a place 
should 
but that a

feel that 
don’t mean 
ous In giving wo 
leader will eventually find some 
them to do.

The Third Vice-Preside 
the gift of every Leaguer, 

essar.v to be 
Watch

do. 
t th those who see

sending these to some 
that no offense may be given. This 
done sometimes by choosing some- 

wlth a beautiful poem or article 
ipeclally good marked. This 
he paper In their hands, and

often be
pie
be

SOME OF THE VIEWS HELD.

th" view of the Bible Is that it Is an 
oracle of God, prepared In Heaven by 
Divine wisdom, and passed down to man, 
to serve as a guide to life—a standard 
rule of faith and practice. There Is truth 
In this view, for undoubtedly every stu­
dent of the Bible finds It to be a communi­
cation from God. To this fact It carries 
Its own testimony home to every 
reader. This, each may, and ought 
for himself.
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As before stated, we meet with those 

think they cannot do anything. They 
know what they can do until they 

try. Their chief plea Is that the 
those who ran do better than they. As 
for that matter, we are all very much 
alike on this point. I r a reminded of an 
Incident 1 read the other day. A small 
boy went to an entertainment with an 
older brother. They arrived late and the 
hall was well filled. The little fellow com­
plained that all the good places were 
taken. The older reolied as follows: 
"Course they are! 
everybody else was going 

t here, did you? Get In 
j watch your chance

There Is so much to be done In this de 
partment that when we have done our 
best we feel as If we were far from the 
goal toward which we started. Again 1 
say. make your meetings instructive. My 
experience with young people is that they 
care more for the Instructive parte of the 
work than for that which Is meant i 
to entertain. Our meetings should be open 
to all and all given a cordial welcome.

sincere

Investigation, however, it is found 
the Bible did not come to man re 
made. There was a time when It did 
exist on earth. Then It appeared gradu­
ally, part now, part again, until a period 
of thousands of years passed, before It 
was In the form In which we now have It.

Further Investigation discloses the fact 
that there Is a variety of literary forme 
contained In It. We have snatches of 
song: narratives of events !n the livee of 
men and women, and of nations. We 
have broken records of their activities; 
reflections on actions and events, by poets, 
dramatists, statesmen, priests, prophets, 
philosophers. Indeed what we find In It 
are pictures of human 
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The young Leaguer should not be dis­
couraged because he cannot do aa well as 
others. If he will only get in the working 
ranks, he will eventually "edge along."

Getting our young people to w 
no means all of the work of the Literary 
Department. Giving them something to 
do Is quite another matter. In the first 
place, we need M e. Interesting pro­
grammes. There ought to be something 
said or done at every meeting that will 
make not only the members of the Lea- 

to come 
netructlve.

d ItLet us be doers and not dreamers.
Is well to plan great things, but thou 
without actions are of no value.

W. Mable says of doers: "We all 
need to come into cldser contact with our 
work. It Is not enough to brood over it 
In thought, penetrating It with Ideas and 
giving It the order of a newer and fresh­
er method; we must press It to our hearts 
If for ourselves and others we would 
transform what might be Its drudgery In­
to discipline that makes for character and 

ismutes its hard materialism Into 
ethlng open and satisfactory.—Tp-
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