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Some years ago the writer found that ordinary clay, such as used 
in the manufacture of bricks, and commonly spoken of as plastic 
clay, would. If dried sufficiently to remove nearly all Its moisture, 
lose Its cohesive properties, and would, if water were afterwards 
applied to it in considerable quantities, become an almost liquid mud. 
On the other hand, clay which has not been so dried will not absorb 
any more water, and will lose onj^v some of its outside particles in 
the washing. The writer has been unable to find any reference to 
this property of the material in question in the text books at his 
disposal.

It came to his notice under the following circumstances : —
The main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway runs for nearly 15n 

miles through a portion of British Columbia, situated between the 
eastern slope of the Cascade Range, and the western slope of the 
Gold Range. There Is no regular rainfall over tills area, and crops 
cannot be grown without Irrigation. A good many thunderstorms 
do occur in the summer, but only over very limited areas, and the 
rainfall front them runs away quickly without soaking Into the 
ground to more than a depth of one or two inches, and Is dried off
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