
FRANKLIN AND HIS TIMES «l

recognition of the United States and then the

Treaty of Alliance.

Not until two years after the Peace of 1783

would Congress permit the veteran to come home.

. Jid when he did return in 1785 his people would

not allow him to rest. At once he was elected Presi-

dent of the Council of Pennsylvania and twice

reelected in spite of his pr ' ests. He was sent to

the Convention of 1787 v. b i framed the Constitu-

tion of the United States. There he spoke seldom

but always to the point, and the Constitution i^

the better for his suggestions. With pride he

affixed J ^nature to that great instrument, as

he had previously signed the Albany Plan of Union,

the Declaration of Independence, and the Treaty

of Paris.

Benjamin Franklin's work was done. He was

now an old man of eighty-two summers and his

feeble body was racked by a painful malady. Yet

he kept his face towards the morning. About a

hundred of his letters, written after this time, have

been preserved. These let'ers show no retrospec-

tion, no looking backward. They never mention

"the good old times." As long as he lived, Frank-

lin looked forward. His interest in the mechanical

arts and in scientific progress seems never to have
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