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would put no man where I have been, to be blackmailed
and driven in order to pass a bill that I believe is neces-

sary to the welfare of the country, by Senators who de-
sired to force amendments upon me against my better

judgment and compel me to decide the question whether
I will take any bill at all or a bill which had been dis-

torted by their views and objects. Sir, the Senate "lags
superfluous on the stage" today with the American peo-
ple, because in an age of progress, advance, and ag-
gressive reform, we sit here day after day and week after

week, while copies of the census reports, almanacs, and
even novels are read to us, and under our rules there
is no help for the majority except to listen or leave

the chamber.

The passage of the bill in anything like the form

in which it reached the Senate was pi inly im-

possible without a radical change in the rules, and

on neither side of the chamber was there any real

desire for an amendment of procedure. A number
of the Democratic Senators who believed that it

was desirable to keep on good terms with business

mterests were in reality opposed to the House bill.

Their efforts to control the situation were favored

by the habitual disposition of the Senate, when
dealing with business interests, to decide questions

by private conference and personal agreements,

while maintaining a surface show of party con-

troversy. Hence Senator Gorman of Maryland
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