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SiK, -The people of the ,,rovince <,f Manitoba have a ki-en interest in the
nniwrtant economic problems now l.roUKht so forril.lv to the attention of the
C anadian people as a result of "the conserv ation movement .

" Th.a interest is
part.cularly manifeste.l at this time l.era.,se prohahlv no province in theDomtm.m .sen.iowe.i with con.litions so favourable an.l opportunities so promis-
iMK for the early accomplishment of material jiroRress from pra.ti.al an.l sane
conservation of one of its most valuable natural res<.urres.

Water is practically the onh natural resource within ih.^ province for the
<levelopment of power, that great an.l fundamental requisite for the pn,speritv
.m<l comfort of a civiliml community. This condition is compensate.! for bv
the tact that in a.l.Iition to the cxistenix- of an abun.lance of water, the Reneral
top.,graphy an.l the forest cover .,f a large porti..n .,f the prov ince is naturallv
favourable for the establishment .,f hy.lraulic power .levelopments, ar.<l also for
the construction of storage reservoirs for flow regulati..n.

Historically .-..nsider.-.l. the utilization of our power resourcis has pass..,!
through three .listinct ph;.s.-s. The first pertain...! to th.. producti.m ..f ,,ower
directly an.l from natural sounvs as u .er .m.! win.!, and its use v as ne.essarih-
lnnite.1 to th..ir lo.-ation. FCriy manula.turing .-.mimunities were .•ons...Mientlv
grou,.e,l about easily available water power sites. This phase might be .alle.i
tlie water power perio.l in manufacturing industries

The siH-.)n.l phase was characterized by the gra.lual .levelopmeni of the
st..an. .-ngme winch ren-l.-r.-d possible the utili/ation of fuel as a sour.v of power
an. at locations where it was re.piir...!. During this p..riod the <lev..|o,,m.-nt of
o.al mines an.l the rapi.l extension of railw.iy syst.-ms imp,,rt.-.l a t.vnu.ndous
stimulus to .-ommercial an.l industrial enterprise. I'roxiniitv ,,f water powers
was no longer the controlling f.ictor. an.l industrial commtmitii.s were establish..,!
wherever availability of raw material, labour, tr.insport.uion laciliiies, markets
an.l tuel power would allow .

The third phase ..f p.mer development in iliis countrv svnchronizes with
the a.han,-.-ment ,,f the art of high v..llage transmission whici, permits the
development .,f po\\c.r generated by water or bv steam at the most coiuenient
an.l economical points, an.! its transmissi..n manv miles ,iwav to liie .lesiml
l<>.-at>on ol use, in a form a.lapte.1 to a great variety ;...<! convenience of use.

1 Ins later [)hase ..f development a.i.l use of p..wer lias called for a re-aiipraise-
ment of all sources from whicli p.,wer is derived. The size of the p.nver jilant
IS no iongi-i liinued to refpiirements of an\- particular purp.hse .)r use, but the
power for entire communities, and for an infinite N-ariet%- of use. civil and com-
mercial, can be supplied from a single station or power site manv miles .istant.


