
lluni. Ill Ki'iiiral rh.iraitir, ail ihi-Ht' ili'inwito iiKni- iIimmIv. Thi* iron

conti-ni is v.irial>lf, r.iiiKinK Imni 4.S ii> (>S (kt <iiil. I*liii^phi>rii> i» iifirn

IkIow Ihf HrsNtnur limit; on the other jiainl. Milphiir i^ uhu.'Hv m> hith

that thi" fin- would ri<niiri' prtlimiiiary roasiiiiK. to riiiiUr it tuitabit for

fcrdiomic MmltiiiK M<'>t of the iU|Kisit» carry copiHr in thr forni of • hal-

copyritf, ami in imrtioiis of sonu' of tin-m at l«a>t, tlii* (|u.iiitity may Im>

sutficitnt to rotistituif an ore of copiHT ratlur tli.iii of iron, ('•.irnil

ampliiliolf. anil other silicatis are alinmlant. anil locally, in such (|iiantitiis

that hand sortinn of the ore is ntiessary.

Traitiially, .ill the ore iMxlies arc loi I at or near lh<- contact ol

limestone with i(ineons ri cks, and kciu tically thi y are rcKarded i> replace-

ment i' -pftsits of the contact metaniorphic ly|K'. As siich. they are char-

acteristically uncertain, and irregular in outline, .md the .issoi i.ition of

ore and wall rock so v.irialile th.it it is not s.ife to .issume their extension

Uyond the zone of direct observation. Mining oiHr.itiins have not been

e.xtcnsive enough to detennine iheir virtic.il sh.ipe .itul extent, or their

mineratogical coni|)osition ,it depth.

Making due allowance, however, for l.ick of development, and lor .ill

doubtful and inicert.iin f.ictors, it is still possible to s.iy that there is in

the annre^i ..', in the known magnetite di-jxisits of .he co.ist district of

British Columbia, a snlViciently lar(,e tonnane of ore av.iil.ible to sui<iK.rt

a small local irot ii.dustry for I'l.my years when conditions justify its

establishment. TI.ere is little doubt, also, that active exploration would

disclose many InKlies of iron ore at present unknown.

The coast maRnetites, while sonjewhat haudicapix'd by their comixsi-

tion.and while they will in most, if not in all casi-s require to be roasted

before smelling, are capable of iiroducin^' a «o.h1 merchant.ible piji-iron.

They can be easily and ciie.iply mined, and .ire located close to tide water.

Besides an adequate supply of suitable ore, other important considerations

in the establishment of an iron industry are the proximity of fuel and tlux,

the ease with which the r.iw m.iteri.ils can be assembled at the point ol

production, and a market for the product at protit.ible prices. On the

British C'olumbia coast, ore, coke, and limestone suitable for flux, are all

obtain.ible within easy reach of each other, and all are located so close to

navij;able water, open the year round, that trans[Kirt.ition would be of the

cheapest. These considerations su^^'est that the ores will iiltiiiMtely be

smelted locally; on the other hanil. the labour situation in British C'ohimbia

is not the most favf)urable.

Failure to establish an iron smelter in the past has usually been ascribed

to the lack of suflicient market for pi};-iron; it is possible that tiie real

limitation to the smelting of these ores locally will be found to be the

che.Tpnes,s with which Chinese and Indian pig-iron can !« laid down on the

coast market.


