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tions regarding the supply of material and arms in peace or 
war where such obligations are also assumed and respected 
by all the partners.

7. The German Government are ready to supplement the 
Locarno Treaty with an air agreement and to enter upon 
discussions regarding this matter.

8. The German Government have announced the extent of 
the expansion of the new German Defence Force. In no 
circumstances will they depart from this. They do not regard 
the fulfilment of their programme in the air, on land or at 

„ sea, as constituting a menace to any nation. They are ready 
at any time to limit their armaments to any degree that is 
also adopted by the other Powers.

The German Government have already spontaneously made 
known the definite limitations of their intentions, thereby 
giving the best evidence of their good will to avoid an un
limited armaments race. Their limitation of the German air 
armaments to parity with the individual Great Powers of 
the West makes it possible at any time to fix a maximum 
which Germany will be under a binding obligation to observe 
with the other nations. The limitation of the German Navy 
is placed at 35°/o of the British Navy, and therewith still at 
15°/o below the total tonnage of the French Navy. As the 
opinion has been expressed in various press commentaries 
that this demand is only a beginning and would increase, 
particularly with the possession of Colonies, the German 
Government hereby make the binding declaration: For Ger
many this demand is final and abiding.

Germany has not the intention or the necessity or the 
means to participate in any new naval rivalry. The German 
Government recognise of themselves the overpowering vital 
importance, and therewith the justification, of a dominating 
protection for the British Empire on the sea, precisely as 
we are resolved conversely to do all that is necessary for the 
protection of our continental existence and freedom. The
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German Government have the straight-forward intention to 
find and maintain a relationship with the British people and 
State which will prevent for all time a repetition of the only 
struggle there has been between the two nations hitherto.

9. The German Government are ready to take an active 
part in all efforts which may lead to a practical limitation of 
boundless armaments. They regard a return to the former 
idea of the Geneva Red Cross Convention as the only possible 
way to achieve this. They believe that first there will be 
only the possibility of a gradual abolition and outlawry of 
weapons and methods of warfare which are essentially con
trary to the Geneva Red Cross Convention, which is still 
valid. Just as the use of dum-dum bullets was once for
bidden and, on the whole, thereby prevented in practice, so 
the use of other definite arms should be forbidden and 
prevented. Here the German Government have in mind all 
those arms which bring death and destruction not so much 
to the fighting soldiers as in the first instance to non-com
batant women and children.

The German Government consider as erroneous and in
effective the idea of doing away with aeroplanes while leav
ing bombardment free. But they believe it possible to 
proscribe the use of certain arms as contrary to international 
law and to excommunicate those nations still using them 
from the community of mankind—its rights and its laws.

Here also they believe that gradual progress is the best 
way to success. For example, there might be prohibition of 
the dropping of gas, incendiary and explosive bombs outside 
the real battle zone. This limitation could then be extended 
to complete international outlawry of all bombing. But so 
long as bombing as such is permitted, any limitation of the 
number of bombing planes is questionable in view of the 
possibility of rapid substitution.

Should bombing as such be branded as an illegal barbarity, 
the construction of bombing aeroplanes will soon be aban
doned as superfluous and of no purpose. If, through the
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