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I j :4“ Dubious j ustice for Peel
I ’. Iff Judge Durham rides again. saving of millions of dollars of local tax

In one of the most unbelievably money.
drawn out power struggles between the Instead, if the children were first —
courts and local government, Peel Fami- handed over to the custody of CAS, the 
ly Court Judge Warren Durham has once provincial government would pay 80 per ' 

j again shown his distrust and dislike for cent of the daily cost of then placing 
8N^. dealing with the Peel Children’s Aid them in group homes. HIDk 11 I— /Z 11

— Society (CAS). But a supreme court decision wasn’t I |— ~~)l)
During the past three years, Judge about to stop Judge Durham from ex- ' *1 1 * "l* *

Durham has ridden roughshod over pressing his dislike for dealing with CAS. C^r'WOr^l /
regional taxpayers. Because he chose not Last Tuesday, using a Loophole in the j zD ^ f
to use the CAS in dealing with troubled Juvenile Delinquent Act, he put a 15- /"V VT* (

m youngsters brought before his court, year-old girl into the custody of an ~T~ vF~
Judge Durham instead sent them direct- employee of Viking Homes who then, in "L' **— <

1 i ly into group homes and ordered Peel to turn, stuck the child into a Viking home "T/"') {Jr\l
pick up 100 per cent of the $37-a-day tab. in Kingston. Iv>( I y £2 [\J\.

i f|| There are 57 such children from Peel in Peel has correctly decided to appeal If") -
H " \ >n group homes around the province today, his decision. (f JllfS IM/C,

But earlier this spring, Peel won a .... The fact that a public servant can con- ’ ‘ I
major.Victory in Ontario Supreme Court, tinue to ignore both the wishes of the jfD I //\~Tr~ i
The court found that Durham and other community and the Ontario Supreme /P\ Y\C \ I t-1

d.-.'/A * family court judges did not have the right Court while claiming some superior abili-
•..j'ff under the Juvenile Delinquent Act to ty to assess the needs of troubled A NIP) \{P ^

send these children into the homes and youngsters is an insult to both Peel’s CAS I I N V'' /L/MIS v,
A || order us to pay. The decision meant the and its social services department. I

I Councillors more equal? y___
m One of the definitions of a quorum in power or anything else between citizens V

: ; t, I| the Webster’s dictionary is “a select and councillors. __ ^
/ JK group or company.” The recreation committee has asked ______
|| Some Mississauga councillors want general committee to reconsider its i
m to make the select company in the city policy. General committee should also

' H| even more select. Recently, general com- ask the planning committee to change its
Jj| mittee reversed a decision by the recrea- rules as well. y*

-'I ft tion committee that six members, At planning committee meetings, "4
whether they be councillors or citizen there must also be a certain number of if

IVU'members, be the quorum for meetings, councillors to form a quorum. There is c—£\. Cnf~
It ® The politicians wanted to make sure already more than enough political input — ~ X, lV

ip that at least three of their members were into the planning process. If councillors II
on hand before any official business cannot attend meetings, they have no one II

||| could be conducted. to blame but themselves. / \ v
U4l H If the city truly values the input of . « would not be a tragedy if no coun- f

. WA the citizens it names to committees, then cillors showed up at a planning session. / .1
surely those members must have equal The citizen members would not take the l COj q Ntr \ 

MdLfvJff status at the committee level with coun- opportunity to recommend the city be V J o°/n> J I
f 'Mm cillors. The citizens know that they are dismantled, and even if they did, coun- y V I

only sitting on an advisory body and cillors must still endorse the recommen- * “JL
• 'Iff realize council can do as it wishes with dation. \ y

their recommendations. If Mississauga’s citizen participaUon \ \
p:‘j: .‘‘ffff on committees is to be more than lip ser- ) _—i Q

But within the confines of com- vice to equality, there should be no dis- C )
■ ^ Iflff: mittee deliberations, there should be ab- tinction between councillors and citizens w

solutely no difference in stature, voting in making up quorums for meetings.


