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This week marked Dalhousie’s second Annual Cultural Diversity Festival,
an event working to foster tolerance by exposing people to different customs
and cultures.

Numerous workshops, seminars, and displays representing a vast array of
ethnic groups, including Spanish, African, Russian, East-Indian, Sri Lankans,
aboriginals and Malaysia-Indonesia-Singapore were set up around the Stu-
dentUnion Building all week, “By providing the stimulus, we can try to peak
curiosity and thus create awareness which can further lead to the changing
of attitudes,” said Ada Christopher, the chair of the festival.

Reactions to the event have been mainly positive. To those asking, “why
should we think this is important when we don’t even have unity amongst
ourselves?”, Christopher would reply, “ “Why should we resist integration
which is inevitable anyway?” She feels that if varying opinions are not
expressed, it will be like saying “yes” to racism.

The festival aims to uncover these different opinions by confronting then
with knowledge about various ethnic groups, rather than merely continuing
to sweep these issues under the proverbial rug.

This week is chosen for the festival to coincide with the United Nations
International Day to eliminate racism on March 21st. By celebrating unity,
as well as diversity, through cultural performances, food, drama, dance and
artwork, the festival hopes to create an awareness of the numerous cultures
on campus.

Everyone is welcome to attend closing ceremonies, followed by a celebra-
tory party and dance, on Friday, March 19¢th. “In order for the festival to be
a success, we need interested people to participate,” said Christopher. “But
even if we touch just one person, we've done our job.”
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