S

the Gazette » October 29,1992 « 7

BLacks on BLack

CHAINS OF SLAVERY WE LET BIND Us

In an era of consciously aware
generation, young Black adults are
clamouringfora host of changes. We
want a curriculum reflective of our
achievementsand contributions. We
want equal access to those institu-
tions that have historically been op-
posed to Black participation. Wesim-
ply want a world that is colour-blind
in terms of opportunity but recog-
nizes the fact that “Blackness” is a
statement of who we are. But is the
greater society to blame for the rac-
ism that permeatesour lives?Or must
we too accept part of the responsibil-
ity for our present condition?

Indigenous Black Nova Scotians
have been subjected to a school sys-
tem that promoted slavery as our
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who have the means to ignore punish-
ment! Whatkind of skewed justice has
the DSU accomplished by closing off
any possible avenues of education and
awareness, when the individual hap-
pens to be a student? It is both obvious
and disturbing that the DSU places
undue importance on an individual’s
levelof power, thereby unfairly tipping
the scales of justice.

Viven DeCoste

Violence
disqualifies
conscience

To the editors:

In Alex Boston's recent review of
the Robert Redford movie “Incidentat
Oglala” he makes certain claims about
Amnesty International’s recognition
of Leonard Peltier which I must cor-
rect.

Amnesty International does not use
the term “political prisoner”; any per-
son detained for his or her peacefully
held political beliefs, religion, ethnic
origin orsex is aprisoner of conscience.
The American Indian Movement of
which Mr. Peltier was a leader did
commit acts of violence, therefore
Amnesty International does not con-
sider him a p.o.c., but does have con-
cerns over irregularities in the pro-
ceedings which led to his conviction ,
extradition from Canada on the basis
of evidence which the F.B.1. admitted
fabricating, and the withholding of
evidence. These and other factors
have led Amnesty International to
conclude that justice would best be
served if the US authorities were to
grant Leonard Peltier a retrial.

In the recent publication “Human
rights violations against the indigenous
peoples of the Americas” outlining
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beginning, among other stereotypi-
cal images. We know the story: Euro-
peans discovered the Black man in
Africa; we then were taken hostage
butourlivesbegan in North America.
Egypt was never part of Africa, and
our African Queens always looked
like Elizabeth Taylor. While all evils
at some point are addressed, a lack of
positive culture content was seen as
adversely affecting young Black
minds. Some time later however,
there remainsasignificantcomplaint
because implementation is not as
swift as we would like. But why must
we wait for a watered down account
of our history?

Too often we become too compla-
cent with those in institutional

power. Unfortunately, we look to
others to affect change and we wait.
And consequently we end up wait-
ing too long. Ignorance is not bliss!
We must take the responsibility upon
ourselves to seek the truth. Black
interpretation of Black history over-
whelmingly contrasts others’ inter-
pretation of Black history. Give your
self the power by making a
commitment to your Blackness. Cry
“BLACK PRIDE" but have a basis
for your resolve.

If you were to question any Black
person what the key to change is, no
doubt the majority of respondents
wouldcite ‘economic independence.’
Our oral history tells us that life was
grand when we owned and operated
hair salons, convenience stores,
daycares, nightclubs. When the
dreadful concept of integration was
introduced, we were only too willing
to patronize white establishments.
The result - our businesses and ulti-
mately our people, failed. While that
was then, not much has changed and
apparently, we have yet to learn from
our mistakes.

Before the MardiGras..
Come (o the

SATURDAY OCTOBER 3 1ST
7:30 pP.M.
McInnes Room DaL SUB
ApmissioN $3

How many of us have been tumed
away from downtown clubs because
we did not have an ID? How many of
us were turned away because our gold
chain was deemeda possible weapon?

' How many of us paid a five dollar

cover charge when the ‘man’ behind
us paid three? And how many of us
end up standing in the comner be-
cause we cannot get off house music
for three straight hours?

| have yet to understand why we
frequentovert and covert, racist bars.
There once was a time when we had
no options BUT to go downtown.
Then there is the argument that
Blacks have the right to go wherever
we want. | have even considered the
idea that “downtown’s changed. It

kicks now and everyone goes.” But if
economic independence is truly the
key, why not put our money where
our mouths are?

In order to control our access,
financesand ultimare independence,
we must re-invest in the Black com-
munity. When you re-invest in the
Black, you slowly cut those chains
that bind us. Passivity is not becom-
ing us. Blacks must start taking an
activerole inaddressingall the chains
that WE let bind us. Give the edge to
Black. And while you are at it, next
time youreach for “G(Q)” at the news-
stand, think about picking up “EM”

instead.

Quenta Adams

APPRECIATION MONTH

Low Prices a.rm’r:fop Quaﬁty M Sewice
with 9 [teensed, ap.;d.mcsd s.fy&it&

* 10% OFF for Seniors-Everyday

+$3.00 OFF for Students-Everyday

* FREE Consultation for Every Customer
* FREE Tea, Coffee & Donuts for Every
Customer-Everyday

* FREE Gift for Every Customer

* ENTER our FREE Lobster Draw

Call for an appointment or drop in to our comfortable,
friendly salon for top quality, professional, guaranteed
haircare at our well known low prices.

Good until October 31, 1992

5853 Spring Garden Road » Corner of Spring Garden & Summer
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DOUBLE
DEUCE

ROAD HOUSE

1560 Hollis Street around the
corner from Maritime Centre

Cool Blue Halo + Spike N.
Thurs./Fri. Oct. 29, 30th $3

Hallowe’en party with

Bubaiskull

“record release” Insex

door prizes + costume contest
Sat. Oct.31 $3

No Cover after 12 midnight
12:30 Thurs + Fri

nights CKDU 9?5 FM different

club night

dj each week!




