Poisson pirates fight the
in New Jersey

state

By LOIS CORBETT

The fishermen in tiny Shoal
Harbour®, New Jersey, don'tagree
to fight for the right to fish at all
tions that forbid commercial fish-
ing within three miles of the
coast, so they take to their boats
and gear after dark, maintaining
a “culture of piracy” that has
been a part of their lives for
decades.

Bonnie McCay, ananthropolo-
gist at Rutgers University, N.]J.,
has studied and worked with the
“baymen’” of Shoal Harbour for
almost ten years. She says the
fishermen break the law to make a
point, and a living.

“The law enforcment officials
say these guys are pirates,
poachers, sons-of-bitches, tough
characters who are brought up to
break the law. The press expresses
this attitude, and the sports
fishermen agree,” says McCay,
who spoke at St. Mary's Univer-
sity last week.

But when the nature of the
marine communtiy and the sea-
sonality of the fishing industry
are examined, she says, the logi-
cal source of income for commer-
cial fishermen is the inshore, so
laws have to be broken.

State regulations prohibit fish-
ing with commercial gear within
three miles off the shore, even
though most of the fish is found
that close to the coast. McCay says
some of the commercial fisher-
men of the state moved to the off-
shore when the regulation was
brought into force, in the mid-
twenties at the request of a strong
sport angler lobby, but few were
able to maintain the standard of
living they were accustomed to as
inshore fishermen.

“The fishermen play quite a
cat-and-mouse game with the law
enforcement officials. Their
boats are at the dock all day long.
But at midnight, it’s a carnival of
sorts. The men are out there
working hard, but watching for
the patrol boats all the time.”

For McCay, the question is one
of politics and not ¢rime. Her
study shows baymen not as har-
dened ciminals robbing a valua-
ble resource, but hardworking
people protesting unjust rules
and regulations.

More conventional means of
protest have failed, says McCay.
Facing a powerful sports fishing
and pleasure boat industry, the
small inshore fishery did not have
the political clout to get state laws
repealed.

“So piracy became a form of
civil disobedience. They failed to
win within the political system,
so they went out en masse and
broke the laws. They hoped that
by overloading the courts they
could force the state to listen o
their side of the story. But they
lost out, time and time again.
Piracy began to look like the only
way they could make a living.
And they became very good
pirates.”

New York City, an excellent
market for fresh fish, 1s within
miles of Shoal Harbour. The
city’s harbour 1s a busy seaway,
with supertankers and pleasure
boats criss-crossing the water
every day. “The fishermen are
right in the middle of a major
seaway, but they do not have the
right of way,” says McCay.

Commercial fishermen not
only compete for space, they have
to fight for the right to fish at all
within three miles of the coast.
The sports fishing lobby has won
the politicians’ and media wri-
ters' ears, says McCay, and it
insists its right to profit and leis-
ure includes fishing without
interruption from commercial
fishermen.

Other factors have interfered
with the fishermen’s way of life,
says McCay. Development of
coastal land is making it difficult
to find a place to dock a commer-
cial boat, and pollution has
pushed the coastal waters almost
to its limit.

“You almost have to buy a
condo on the ocean to find a place
to dock your boat," says McCay,
“and pollution is a de facto way
of cutting off people's right to
live. Polluting industries have
curtailed the opportunities of
fishermen and others to use the
environment o their
livelihood.”

“So the fishermen experi-
mented with more efficient ways
to fish illegally. They hired peo-
ple to watch out for the law

sustain

enforcement agents and shared 1n
the paying of fines and court costs
when people got caught,” says
McCay.

The “pirates’” run a regulated
fishery, Mccay says. They are con-
cerned that if they catch toomany
fish, they will ruin their market,
so quotas are set for each boat. At
one time, the fishermen would
only allow a few boats to go out at
night and let everyone share in
the catch. ““All of this informal
but very good regulating was
going on while the sports fisher-
men were making all the noise
about illegal fishing.”

The sport angler fishermen
“rat on the pirates,” McCay says,
and the state uses up to one third
of its fishing patrol force to police
the waters of New Jerey. At most
there’s thirty boats out there fish-
ing illegally, but the state has the
U.S. Coast Guard and the FBI out
there with helicopters and video
taping equipment trying to catch
them,” she says.

The baymen are “experts in
appearing in court,” as well as
“characters who cut their lines to
destroy the evidence,”’ says
McCay. once, some younger
fishermen “mooned’ a helicopter
pilot who came too close to their
boat.

“They have a love/hate rela-
tionship with the law enforce-
ment officials,”’ says McCay.

* Shoal Harbour is the psuedo-
nym McCay uses when talking
about the N.J. harbour.

Cashin urges fisheries to
network against Ottawa.

' By GEOFF STONE

The founder of Newfound-
land’s largest fishery union says
that unless Atlantic inshore
fishery interest groups band
together, the industry will expe-
rience “further decline and ghet-
toizing'' in the future.

Richard Cashin, who set up the
Newfoundland Fishermen, Food
and Allied Workers Union in the
early 1970s, told a St. Mary's Uni-
versity audience on Monday that
the fishing industry's survival
depends on the development of a

' common agenda established by

all interested parties based on
their ‘regional experience.”
Leaving fishery policies and
planning in the hands of the fed-
eral government has only streng-
thened the position of large
corporatiors, says Cashin and
established a price support sys-
tem where “the cushion was for

the buyers”. But government
initiatives failed to ease the pres-
sures imposed on fishermen.

Governemnt response to the
1980 economic recession should
have displaved its intentions, he
says. At that time, I thought the
government of Canada would
react differently. But in restruc-
turing Fisheries Products Inter-
national and National Sea, the
government simply bailed out the
banks and restructured the com-
panies — and it left both in quite
gdod shape.”

“The industry’s small busi-
nessmen, the fishermen, who
have been devastated by the reces-
sion and suffered all the cyclical
changes of our industry were
n('wg compensated for the dam-
ageSthey incured,” says Cashin.

Cashin doesn't expect the
government to act any differently
in the “next industry bump,”
which he says may not be as
serious as the recession of the
early 1980s.

Cashin says that while Nova
Scotia and Newfoundland share a
common set of industry frustra-
tions, both have failed to appre-
ciate the need for developing a
common agenda for change in
the inshore fishery.

“We think of our problems as
being different and it suits our
power system to have this div-
ision. But regionalism is some-
thing we have to tackle.

“That has to be in place when
you're talking about people with

similar objectives and problems.

And as long as we're under a fed-
eral system and jurisdiction, our
industry must share some kind of
common agenda,” says Cashin.
The audience, who Cashin jok-
ingly referred to as “lefties like
me,"”" pressed the Newfoundland
labour leader to discuss the recent
Canada-France cod negotiations,
unemployment insurance benef-
its for fishermen and fish dump-
ing, topics Cashin had
intentionally avoided in his talk.
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It's as easy as renting
a Ryder truck, one way.

Compare costs before you make plans for moving at the end of
the semester.

If you're 18 or older and have a valid driver’s license, you can
use a Ryder truck, rent-it-here, leave-it-there. Load up your
stereo, 10-speed, clothes; everything. You'll still have room, no
doubt, for one or two friends with their things to share the cost.

Compare that to the price of a plane ticket. Or even a bus.
Plus shipping.

Rent a newer truck from the best-maintained, most dependa-
ble fleet in the world — Ryder. The best truck money can rent.

ASK ABOUT OUR STUDENT
SPECIAL RATE

A REPRESENTATIVE
WILL BE ON CAMPUS

MARCH 24th FROM 9 — 1 pm
AT THE SUB

to show you how easy it is to move yourself RIGHT.

We'll gladly quote you rates and answer
your questions. Come see us.

(=en | RYDER TRUCK RENTAL
|

50 Fielding Avenue
AYDER Dartmouth, N. S. B3B 1E4
Tel: 465-2110

Fast fingers
data entry

for fru
researchers.

35 trained operators mean thousands of rec-
ords can be entered in 24 hours. On tape, disc,
or transmitted wherever you want. With less
than 1% error rate. Call the largest data entry
service in the Maritimes. 422-8355

Computer Access
Data Entry Service

5121 Sackville Street, Halifax
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