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Character Impression of Professor James Mavor, Our Most Remarkable A ccumulator o] Diverse Knowledge

YEAR of the Diarond Jubilee, lu the unl flusli
of the lator Victorian era, a Scotch professer
lu the University of Toronto began te work
on An Economic HlBstory et Russia. At

that tîrne telephones wero still soinetbing of a com-
mercial novelty, electric trolleys 'were lu the Infant
stage, Marcoui was only working eut bis wireless
oxperirnent and there were still a number of millions
lu Russia wbo tbought the earth was flat. It was
the year wlien politlcai ecouorny lu Arnerica got a
new spasrn of bysteria over the grand rnarch of goid-
seekers te the Yukon. It was the year before the
United States drove the Spaniards eut of Cuba; wlien
Teddy Roosevelt was just beginning to look like a
possible vlce-presldent; the year after Wilfrld
Laurier carne luto power at Ottawa, and the year that
Fltzsirnrnns gave Jlm Corbett tbe solar plexus
kuoclieut at Carson City. And lu that trernendousiy
eveatful year Professer James Mavor, bead of the
political science departrnent lu the University of
Toronto, began te gather materlal fer bis projected
ecenernie hlstery of Russia.

About tliree weeks age' two bulky volumes, totalliiig
four bundred theusand words, or the iengtb of six
modemn novels, bogan te, circulato arng English
readers; and only laut week the first copies were
passed out te revlewers lu ýCanada. Seveuteen years
lu the production of eue work Is probably the record
lu thls country. Iu Euglaud, a geod wbIle ago, Ed-
ward Gibbon speut twenty years writlug the Decline
and Fali et the Roman Empire, but he dld nothing
else. lu the, seventeen years that Professer Maver
spent on bis ecouomlcs et Russia, he lias aise kept
bis place at the head et the department et econoics
lu the University et Toronto, and lias lnjected bis
pecuilar Scotch energy Inte almRnet as rny diver-
gent affaira as Sir Edmund Walker.

Hz rnay bliest dowu as eut meet eavant-lke
prosecutor et researci., Iu the Interval betweon the
beginning and the end ef the 400,000-word work ou
poverty and wealtl inl Russia, the professor's bain
bas grewu censiderabiy longer than It was wlien
William Cmulksbank, R.C.A., Canadian painter, did
bis portrait. Hze bas beceme somewliat stooped, aud
there la a grey lustre lu bis board. Neyer mind. A
man does but eue big thing a llfetirne-If auy. Maver
rnay net make enougli lu royalties eut et bis
Economics et Russia te pay for the clothes lie bas
worn eut lu wnlting it, lot alone the ýpaper and the

ik and thie salaries et Russin secretarles wlier lie
breuglit te this country whl lie was bimseif ae-
qulriug facllity wltb the Slav tongue. But a boeok
lilie th-at resembles poetry and virtue-in belng Its
ewn exceeding groat rowatd. Because a man pro-
fesses political zeorony le ne reason wliy lie eliuld
x»ractise it, even thougi lie la a Scotolirnl. But
wlion lie can produce a work lu bis ewn departrnent
as monumental as tlils 400,000-word mass et researchi
literature, lie doesn't ueed te ente wbat became et
the money. Theso beoks wiil net lie feund lu Sunday-
sehoal libtarlos, neither will they bie talion berne by
the pinli lady frein the public llbrary. They are te
euly work et that sort and scepe lu auy language,
and the Eugilli language-as apolien lu Canada-
lias the benour et belng the original vehicle. The
firet translation wlll lie inte Russian. It is te be
beped that the Czar wiil talie a rnentb off for the
purpese ef reading it, and that the copy ho gets wllI
be oe wlth the authet's autegrapli. One thlng cer-
tain, It contalins thinga that nene et the Russian pre-
fessors linow. And the braln et the auther le a com-
pendium ef Slav oconernics such as ne other brain
lu the world centaine. The late Laurence Irving,
when lie was lu Canada iast, spent a day wltb Maver
and teld thie writer aftotwards that ln ail hie ewn
tbree yoata at the Rusalan Fotelgu Office before lie
went on the stage, lie liad failed te -get infermatien
whicli Maver had corraled for the 400,000-word booki.

1EST you sliould thinli that Jýuos Mavet, M.A.,
.i- -prpv ft niefessor of uolitcal economy, con-
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acres or a cornpany of rnerry-rnaklng amateurs. The
time, the place and the occasion are ail of equal
moment to Prof. Mavor, who rnay look as though
he got bis degree from the Sphinx at the Urne the
Pyraraids were bulIt, but when It cornes to having
a reai hurnan tirne according to the doctrines of

About the time Prof. Mavor started te write "An
Economic Hletory of Rusaia,1' William Cruikshank,

R.C.A., palnted hi. portrait ln Toronto.

four-year-oid who crept Up 0on the stage right to the
edge of the Punch tabernacle. He knew just wbefl
Punch was born and ail the differences betweeu the
old and the modern Punch. He was obviously de-
lighted and as sorry when it was over as any of
the cblldren. But of course the drama is one of
the things wblch Mavor has studied; and froni
Ibsen to Punch and Judy he is more or iess ef an
authorlty on the stage.

Naturally you corne te compare hlm at once
to eur other most distinguished exponent of
political econorny lu Canada-Prof. Stephen
Leacock, of McGill. A public debate between Mavor
and Leacock on the subject, I'Resolved, that the man
who tuakes two, blades of hair grow on an ostricb
egg wbere none greýw for the past seven years Is
the greatest enerny to the high cost of living,"
should be a better cure for the blues than an'y
burlesque show ever put on the boards. 1 doubt Il
Mavor bas ever read rnany of Leacock's books CI
cultivated and Iridescent josb, genus literature
species, hurnouresque. I arn morally sure that Lea
cock wili neyer wade through Mavor's Econornic,
of Russia; or If he doe it wlll be eitber on a bet oi
to get materlal for another nonsense novel.

Both these political econornIsts practise thE
division of labour by the method ef mnultiplication
Hundreds of people read Leacock's levities who don'i
know that he ever saw the Inside of the departrnenl
of political econorny at McGill. Hundreds havE
listened to Mavor dlscourse on varions subjecta wh(
neyer Imaglned bie would write the Econernics O:

Russia. But of course the wisest man that evei
lived wrote Proverbs, Eccleslastes and the Song o
Solornon. Professor Mavor aiso believes in the crni
plete dernocracy of knowiedge. He looks as thougi
he could -tlive in a cloister as an ivy clings to i
wall. He acts as thougli he had a roving commissli
to find out a littie of everythlng-anywhere. Observý
hlm, on a torrld July day In a grey seersucker cea
aud a Bermudan brown duck heirnet, rarnpagDj
through the crowd on a bot street, passlng ail thi
Ice-cream restorantos at five rniles an hour. In hi
dry Scotch physique there Is an Indestructible, Uir
conquerable energy. He travels at top sVeeý
shuffllng rernorselessly along through the aimiez
crowd as a mnan wlth a purpese.

Yet If anybody witb an Iuquirlng mmnd should bal
the Professer at a street-corner, be might take pai
lu a dialogue wertby of Plato. Mavor is aiways read
te discourse. Hle talks as rapldly as he waiks. Hi
velce bas a arnooth, seductive twang. ES ehoose
his words witli a swlft certaluty that If the mnan b
ls talking' to doesn't get his drIft, sornebedy els
wîll. Corot, the great Frenchi paiuter, Io said t
have palnted. the sarne thing lu a liuudred dîfforer
ways. Mavor gees blrn ene better. He 1s able t
talk on any eue of a hundred thernes equally wel
and lie always manages to keep sornebody lntereste(

H E ls the undubted Siron-pure professr. MavC
neyer taîks like a politIian er a preaclier. I
ls neyer censelous of blrnself lu a pose. I

burrows inte the minutiae of any given subject wt
the cultlvated gusto, ef a gourmeot at a Frencli d,
jeuner extraerdinary. He le neyer reserved. Ii
carries ne perp of tacituru and superlor knowledg,
If a young man weuid like te know, the professer
willing te enligliten hlm. If a giveni cornpany
pople are engaged dlscussing anything under tb
Sun, lt may be that Mavor lias a thlng te say qi
untheuglit of by auybody olse. Nine-tenthe ef thOE
present may not agree wlth hlm. That lo Mavo
opportunlty. He prefers te offslde. Opinions wel
mnade te differ. And if there is perfect unanil4l
of opinion, Maver tises to create a diversion bY
novel rnetliod of treating the sarne subject freiXk
totally different angle qulte impossible te auy or
elso lu the reoin.

Hoezc, Professer Maver is a fresh Illuminatc
et that mucli-bedevllled ontity known as personat
whicli nowadays seems te be referred te wltli abO
as mueli discretien as face powder and for iu
the saine purpese. He is an unrnlstalcabio P
sonallty. There is ne one lu the University of '
rento, or MoGiI, or Queen's, or Manitoba, or S
katcliewan, or Alberta, eneughli ke limr toeostabl,
moe than a rerete atflnity. And Mavor at the a
Urne accomplishes the unobvious by always C

ducting hirnszlf as a perfect gentleman. Mis ceut
is as rernarliable as bis versatllty. The waný
kuower xnay be a coal-heaver or a servant, a Cj
or a geverneut: Maver le ferever urbanoiy axO
te practise ail the arnenities ot conversatien InllI

set eyes on Mavor lie wae ai a
Vliow aineng an audience ef chil-
liavlng almost as ninti funi as the

euoe quallty et sorne allegedly grea
ne lias any recelloctien et the Pi
ýitlng lu any et hie multîfarlous Iute
Ilnd. Ho , seerno nover te asic an
i las uothing lu commnme wltli eith
,crates. He appears te bave doue
i., alone among bis boeks or wlt
wlioaz taclturnlty ho knows the o

cornes te you arrned cap-a-pi
(Concluded ou page 19.)
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