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bas Just occurred to yeu. That ought
toput you riglit in case It's necessary
ito proceed. to extremities with Captaýin
Pengarva'n."1

"It won't corne to that," obuckled
PoIgleaze. "Miss Hilda will climb
down sure enough, but 1 wauted to be
on the safe side. It wouldn't suit me,
or yeu eitber, to be cross-examined by
some young spark lu wig and gown
over the roud that would be raked up."

"An unpleasant process," the attor-
ney assented dryly. "More so for you
than for me, I expect, seeing how
you've beeu lu the public eye, wbile
I bave alw.ays bld my liglit under a
bushel. But see here, sir, we mustn't
forget the weak spot in your armour.
From wliat you told me the other day,
I understand that you had a cable say-
,Ing 'The Lodestar' had been searcbed
at sea and no arms found on ber. That
dues away witli the motive you at-
tribute to Pengarvan.

"He must have cbucked tliem over-
board when the Guyacan gunboat
tackled him,' said PoIgleaze.

"Very probably, but wbere's your
proof of bis having doue so? No, as
it stands, I doubt if Grylîs would
move lu the matter. Can't you find
a pappr lu your fatber's baudwriting
wbicb would be evidence that lie bnCi
discovered Pengnrvau's game? You
needn't show it to Grylls yet. F111 hlm
Up witb your tbeory as aforesald, and
keep the documentary evidence la
case it's wanted."

Wilson PoIgleaze regarded bis legal
adviser witb a cunning and admiring
grin. "My Jemiuy, Simon," ha
,chuckled, "but you're a sharp old file.
Yes, I thinli I can fInd that paper. My
dad's fist wasn't a bard ue to copy,
and I've got a sort of bereditnry turn
for holding the peu the same way.
Tbanks, Trehawke, you've given me
just the tips I wanted."

"Tbere's oue tblug more," the law-
yer arrested bis client's eager de-
parture. "There wouldu't be auy barra
in sbowing that little paper to the
ladies at The Tower quite soon. Yeu
waut to marry the girl, aud we both
waut to keep tbe late lameuted Mr.
1Polgleaze's deatb out of the courts."

11I see what you men. It will just
,crusb the last resistance out of ber."
Witb whicb Wilson Polgleaze rusbed
out of the shabby office for the nearest
of his many "bouses of cail." He lad
put lu a good morning's work, and lie
naaded a drink badly. Somehow iu
tbese days of bis nrosperity lie naeded
a good mauy more than formerly.

CHAPTER XVIII.

Trouble.

T HE day ofter the visit of
Wilson Polgleaze to St. Ru-
nau's- Tower, thie ladies re-

ceived confirmation of one of
the statements lu tbe forma of a latter
from Lance. It had beau writtan from
Santa Barbara a week after tlie arrivai.
of "The Lodastar," and it aunouucad
the failure of the secret enterprise,
owlng to the ýsuspected treachery of
Wilson Poîigleaze, aud mentioned the
recall of the steamer before the corn-
pletion. of lier voyage to otliar ports.
There was'no allusion In It to the miur-
der of Jacob Poîgleaze or to the deatli
Iu battle of Autonlo Diaz, ef wbicb at
the time of wrltlng Lance bad net
beon ln.formed.

Tbje'dominant note of the -letter was
buruing Indignation ,'againiÀt.. Wilson
PoIgleaze, peuned wlth ail the young
oeallor's wealtli of denunclation, and
with many expressilons suoli as "get-'
ting square on the cur.".

The outstaudiug feature, of the core-
municatlon, wbicli the writer's mother
and sweetlieart readwltli mlnglad Joy
and d4snmay, was tbat - as the mail
steamer did net leave, Santa Barbara
for na-iother -ten *dàye, a'nd bad .many
West Indiaai ports to cal! ait, lie would
be home about a week after the «recelpt
of his letter. Ris orders were to sal
direct- for Falmouth as soon as lie bad
d1scharged bis cargo, and, allowing for,
the 6lower speed of "Thie Lodestar,"
-ha tiouigitý ho bad calculsted bis ar-
rival corretly *-

',We sh31! nood ail ouir courage,
dlea," ,sid Mrs. Pengarvn asI 'she

fodu~p te letter wlien 1411da had
read it. "But every - une of that, and
every lino thpat's -left out ef It, pro-
dlaims my boy's. Innpocence of what
that crawling toad lnalnuated."
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