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JnIe Benny, and be was trying
t me witb you."

bent toward him, ber lips part-
but now'she dld not speak. She
bad really known Henry until
ornent, aie fet; sble had tbougbt
always as strong, almoat brutal,

g9 down flercely, nmercilessly, bis
Bnt4 and welcoming contest for
Y o! overwbelming others by bis

ec;isive strengtl and power. And
ad been almoat ready to mnrry
I1n for his strengti and domin-
from those qualities; and now
new that bu was merciful too-
1, more tian merciful. In the
contuat where shu bad tbought
al as niost selfish and regarciles
Other, she bad most completulY
Prelbunded.
M1.ght to bave suen! " she rebuked
If to bim. "Surely, I should bave
that ivas 1t! " Her lnnd, iu tbe
acb of ber feeling, reachud to-
Ilim -acroas tbe table; be caught
1 beld it lu bis large, strong band

1in its touch, wns very tender
She had neyer allowed any sucb
nestration as tbis beforu; but Dow
ýt ber baud reinain lu is.
Dw could you see?" ho defeuded

"H1e neyer sbowed to, Yeu tbe
lie sbowed'to me auid-in these
YTears, anyway-never to, me the
le sbowed to you. But a!ter wiat
iappened this week, you can un1-
and inow; and you eau see wby
ve to distrust the young fellow

5comie to daim Ben Corvet's

1 ~îU"Constance* repeated; sbe
b6r baud quietly away from bis

"Wi'y, Henry, 1 did not know
lainied anytig; he dldn't even

Wheu le camne bere-"
Sseemas, 111e Bon Corvet," Henry

SIQWINvy, "to bave tbe ciaracteris-
3 howing one side to you, another

ce, Conulo. With you, of course,
aiied uothing; but at tbe office-
fatbor abowed hlm this morniug

ilaismileuts of transfer that Ben
's to have le!t conveying to hlm all
had-his ot4er properties and bis
'eOt lu Corvet, Slernlll,*and Spear-

I very uaturally objected te the
'Lion. of those transfers, wlthout
iderable examination,. lu vlew Of
'etV8 mental condition and o! tie
~tlat tboy put the controlliug stock
ý0r'vet, Sberrill, and Spearman In
Ilands of a youth no one ever had

O f-and one wbo, by bis own
'~lever had seen 'a ship until yes-
'y Ai-d wieu 1 çlldn't disils

buieswlth a dozen mou thls
"Il to taie hlm. into the company,
ýlaiDld occasion to soc me alone to,

rhe n.1 y... Henry?. How? Wltb

QIdn't qulte miake ouf mnyseif,
tt Was bis toue; hie demanded
exlnation' o! exactly what, ho

1' niai clean. He bas been given
ntpparexitly, the technical con-

rret, Sherrlll, and Spearman.
'le. f 1 oppose hlm, evldently la
b1rlIl out and take tbe maniage-

'31'ac leaned back, confused.
Aa Conrad?" she questloned.

eal' have doue that, Henry! Oh,

1nbeho 'didn't; 1 sald 1 couldu't
ltwiat he 'dld men," Spear-
%al, Things have corne upon

rahra rush, of course;

and you couldn't expect a country boy
to get so many thinga stralght. He's
acting, I suppose, ouly in the way one
might expect a boy to act who hud
been brougbt up lu poverty on a Kan-
sas prairie and -was suddenly bandefi
the possible possession of n good many
millions o! dollars. It's botter to, be-
lieve tînt be's only loat bis bond. I
haven't bad opportunity to tell youn
fatier these tbings yet; but 1 wauted
you to understand wby Conrad will
hardly consider me a friend."

"1,11 understand you 110w, Hunry,"'
she promised.

H1e gnzod at ber and started to
spuak; then, as though postpouing it
on account of tbe place, be glanced
around and took out bis wntcb.

"You must go bnck?" she nsked.
"No.; I'm nDot going bnck to the of-

fice this afternoon, Connie; but 1 must
caîl up your father."

He excused bimsul! and went into
tie nearest telophone bootb-

CHAPTER IX.

Violence.

A' Tnlf-pnst tbnee, Alan loft the
off ice. Shornili bad told hlm. an

bour earlien that Spearman iad tele-
pboned ho would not be able ta, get
bnck for a conforence thnt afternoon;
and Alan was certain now tint in1
Spearman's absence Shernili would do
notbing furtier witb respect to bis a!-
fains.

H1e lnlted on tbe ground floor of the
office building and bought copies'o!
eaci of tbe afternoon papens. A lino
comple tely acrosa the pluk page of one
annoilnced "Millonire Sbip Owner
Misslng!" The othor tbree papens,
printed at the same houn, dld not dis-
play the story promlnently; and even
the one wbici did fàlled to make it
the most conspicuous sensation- A
line ec'f larger and bîneker type tZld of

a change iu the battle line on the west
front and, wiere the margin nîlgit
bave 'been, was the bulletin of some
sensation lu a local divorce suit. Alan
was some time lu- ftnding tie smal
print wbich went witb the millionaire
sbip owncr, heading; and when hol

found It, ho, dîsçov.ered tint most of

the space was devoted to the descrip-
tion of Corvet's sharé lu tie develoP-
meut o! shlpplug on tie lakes and the
peculiarlty of bis past life iustead of
nny definite announcenientconceruuig
is fate.

The otier papers prnted almostý
Identical items under amal bond-type
at the bottom i of their first pages;
these Items- stated- tiat Benjamin Cor-
vet, tic senior but Inactive partuer of
tic great shipplnig firm of Corvet, Sher-
nul, and Spearman, wiose "ldisappear-
ance" iad been made tic subject of
sensational rumor, "las belleved by, bis
partner, Mn. Henry Spearman, tohave
simply gone away.for a rest," and tint
no auxiety was felt concerniug him.
Alan found no mention of himself nor
any of tic cIrcumestances connected
witb Corvet's dîsappearance o! wilci
SherrIli had told hlm.

Alan throw tic papers away. There
was a carline two block west, Shor-
nul had snid, wiich would taie hlm
wlthiu a short distance o! tic hotgze
on Astor Street; but that neighbor
bood of fashion wiere tic Sherrills-
and now Alan hlmself-llved was lesE
than a hal! honr's wali froni tic down
town district and, lu thc present tur
moil o! bis thougits, ho wanted to bE
Moving.

S PEARMAN, he reflectefi as bewalked nortb along the avenue,
plainly had dlctated the- paragraphs
le just had read in the papers. Sher-
nul, Alan knew, bad desired to keep
the circumstances regnrding Corvet
from becoming public; and witi.xn
Sherrills agreement coiicealment
would have been impossible, but it wvas
Spearman who bnd cbecked the sus-
picions of outsiders and determined

wbat they must believe; and, by so do-
ing, be lad made it impossible for
Alan to enroîl aid f rom the newspapers
or the police. Alan did not know
wietier he inigit have found it ex-
pedient to seek publicity; but 110w ho
had not a single proof of nnything be
could tell. For Sierrili, naturnlly, bnd
retained the papers Corvet nad left.
Alan could not bope to obtain credence
from Sierrili and, without Sherrilî's
nid, bu could not obtain credence frorn
any one else.

Was tbere, tien, no one wbom Alani
could tell o! bis encounter witb Spear-
man In Corvet's bouse, with' prob-
ability o! receiving bellef? Alan had
flot been tblniing directly o! Con-
stance Siierrili, as be wnlked swiftly
north to, the Drive; but she was, in a
way, present in aIl bis thougbts. Sie
bnd shown interest in bim, or at least
in the -position be was In, and syni
pathy; be bnd even begun to tell ber
about these things wien be had
spoken to ber of some event lu Cor-

vet's bouse which hiad given hlm t!he
name "Miwaka," and he had askcd

ber if it was a slip. And there could

be no0 possible consecluent peril to lier

in telling ber; the peril, if there -as

any, would be only to himself.

His step quickened. As be ap-

proacbed the Sherrili bouse, be saw

standing at the curb an open roadster

witb a liveried chauffeur; he bad secrn

that roadster, he recognized with a

littie start, in front of the office bu1id-

ing thnt morning when Constance flad

taken him down-towvn. He turned ini-

to the walk and rang the bell.

The servant who opened the door

knew him and seemed to accept bis

right of entry to the bouse, for he

drew back for Alan to enter. Alan

went into the hall and waited for the

servant ýto follow. "Is Miss Sherrili

in?" Jhe asked.

"l'Il see, sir," The man disappear-

ed. Alan, waiting, did not bear Con-

stance's voice iu reply to the an-

nouncement of the servant, but Spear-

man's vigorous tones. The servant i-e-

turned. "Miss Sherrili wlll see youj

iu a minute, sir."

Through the wide doorway to the

drawing-roorn. Alan could' see the

smaller, portiered entrance to, the

room beyond-Sherrll's study. The

curtains parted, and Constance and

Spearmr-n came Into this înner door-

wny; tbey stood. an instant there in

talk. As Constance started away,


