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here is where the peeple 's indifference se
often shows itself. A sense of the beauties
of nature and the capabilities of xnaking
those beauties add to the comfort of the
home and the protection of crops, does not
occur to them, or if it occurs, there is the
thought that it will entail a littie extra
work foir which the' dollar may not be im-
mediately forthcoming. They mnay nlot want
certain trees burnt; 'but there-the land
bas to be cleared, let it run.' 'Destroys the
humus, what is that? i Nothing better for
the land than wood ashes.' Fire has mun
intoA's land,'Well,A wants hia land clear-
ed up also.' Fire reaches B 's and burns a
few cord of wood. B rather rescrnts this;
but as it bas cleared a few acres for inu,
'does rot w ant to be unneighborly.' liçaches
unsettled land, 'well, that xviii not hurt any-
body.' If Crow n officiais should ask ques-
tions--nobody knows anything. If theFe
people wvant te be free of trees, why in all
conscicnce do they not go to the prairiei
Why should the welfarc of those wbo are
seeking to make their 'farms what every
farmn in the country is capable of 'being
made, a place of beauty, a home, a centre
of associations, be constantly thrcatenedl
Why should these be perpetually confronted
wîth the dread of having aIl on which their
hopes are fixed swept away?

The vast amount of liberty eujeyed in this
Dominion as compared with that of the
country of origin of many Fettlers, ha§ de-
veloped into license. The future is nothing
to mn with this idea-there is no love of
the land; they live for self. That these
are in a nîinerity, I do not doubt; but
is the country te suifer because of themil
llowever ixe niay incidently oceupy o'ir-
selves, we are a nation of farmers, yet we
cannet confine ourFelves to farma subjects.
A greater spirit of patriotismn must prevade
us and thought for others.

If tho' e who are causing this annual less
to the Dominion will flot realize their duties
and obligations, those w#o are in the ma-
jority and eau make them, must enforce
tihe observation of greater came in respect
of fires. Instead of lire rangers xve want
an efficient gendarmerie the personnel of
which should. besides their other duties,
take cognisauce of every lire possible aud
report every case where the samne be nlot
under proper control. The meme knowledge
amongst settiers that they are nder obser-
vation, wouid cause greater came to be
taken. A 'force of this kiud should be per-
mgsnent, formed.of pîcked men, and ne party
matter. IRecruited from the rlght sources a
body of ibis kind would 'form, a valuable
nusceus for defensive organizaticin and
would be more highly thought of than some
militia nuits, officered by mers leadilsg a
town o village life iustead of by yeomen.

Idoulht if such a corps would cost more
than thse present rangers; but if ît did, the
results obtained would, in my humble opin-
ion, justify the expenditure.

It will take many 'a day yct bef ore the
fertile farins of this northeru district eau
be thoroughly safeguardcd from fire. How
many of those men buoyed up w-ith hopes
for the futuire,, will ever attaîn their objeet
unless the powcrs-that-be put their foot
down and not only say that this wanton de-
struction must cease; but ec that it dees
cease. The political support of those who
wusld, thwart the honest endeavors of a
party determined to enforce the vcry mod-
erate demands of those who say that the
tire dlanger has got to stop, is net w ortis
relying on. The systemn aiso of giving ap-
pointments to party heelers (eue sitie is as
bad as the other) instead of sclecting the
bcst men, militates against the proper eli-
forcement of the law. Few eau count ou
holding a Iberth*beyond the life of a Par-
liament, that appeintment is covetcd by haîf
a dozen other village Solomous of the same,
party. se the holder rests and is thankful
and is careful te look thse other way whcn
there is much smoke ablout.

1The Canadian Ferestry Association wili
have thse hearty backing of ail truc Cannd-
muns lu any seheme it may undertake for
the conservation of the forest areas.

There is one peint that must net be evel-
loeked in this question aud that is the birds.
These constant fires often at brecding time,
destrey quantities of them.

Tise balance of nature is se upset in this
district, (Dryden, Ont.) that where there
should be thousands of grouse, there are
only dozens. The naturai increase is barely
sufficient te kecp pace with their destruc-
tion by their varieus four-feoted focs, with-
eut ceuuting the pot-hunters.

Give me the trees with hoary frost in

wintcr-timeAnd I wiil caîl this country mine.
Give me the trees in budding spring
And I will alI their beauties sing.
Bid me te stay whcrc lire has swept and al

must die,
And I will spread my wings and fly.

EFFICIENCY IN THE CIVIL SERVICEX.

Civil service reform, in Canada,,has usu-
ally been takea te be synenymous with thse
problexu of elimiuating party patronage

.. . .It is well te put anend te tise
fllling of goverument offiWs by irrçsponsible
patronage cemmittees, bilt this is enly a
negative reform. It will uot of itself ensure
au efficient service, and an efficient .serviee
is urgently required. In a countrY like Can-
ada where thse tasks assigned tise central
governm eut in the developmneut of our me-
sources. are se great, -it is of thse first in-
portauce te attraet ,men who eau meesume
np te tiseir womk, te meward them f airly
with kudos or 'with cash, and te organize
them te secure, thse best mesuts-Queen '8


