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Leaky Falicets on Pablkc Treasuries'
Every time a Canadian forest

burns down, the publie treasuries are
stripped of a future caqh returuý. Un-
der our system df fore-st leases, t~he
provincial, treasuries of Ontario, Que-
bec, the Maritime Provinces anid
Briltish Columbia colleet so mjany dol-
lars for every thousand feet eut by
the lumnber operator or for every cord
of pulpwood eut by the pa-pe-r maker.
This arrangement makes the public
a finiancial partner wirth the millman.
When fire destroys the "limits" of
the "X.Y.Z. Comnpany," the latter
is of course a heavy loser but the
Publie also sacrifices the yearly re-
venues that would have corne to the
Treasury frein tihe dues on the wood
eut.

SThe punblîe impreWson that 'liibuits'
represeut 'adienat-ed' resources is
largely lu errer for the puiblie treas-
ury is a fincial sharéholder with.
the lessee of the lijmit and in case of
fire damage, the penalty is fixe-d on
both.

For examiple, one of the larges.
sprute limiits inu Ontario has been 11f-
ty per cent. dlestroyed by prospectors
ge-arching for minerais tliaît we-re
tiever f ound. ýThe lintit holder lost
part of his heavy. investîment, hMs
paylist was eut downby the £acit of
the timber being burned, and the pro-
vinte lost one dÛUIin~l dues for
eve-ry one of tihe million cords that
went tip in smoke. Forest fires are
paid for by the Publie every tine.

Woodpile 369,000 iles long.
The peoiple of Oanada and the

Uinited States use enougli forest
mate-riais lu a ye-ar to make a pile
of logs four feet high and three hun-
dred and sixty thousand miles long,
or fifteen turnes arouud the earth.

This enormous drain on the fore-st
wealth has so a1armed the 'puiblie -,

authori ies that proteetîve policies,-
unheard of a few yearq ago are uow
being brought Înte force. Iu Ganada,'

the Québe Goverumnent has coe
ail the forests agiaiust travellers ex-
cept ou wrilte-n permit froiu a fire

-ranger or other official. A le-w years
ago Vhs would have bee-n cousidered
draàtite but with an aunual reeord'of
five thousand conflagrations set lu
this Dominion by eatmperB, fisherimen,
settiers, and other 'classes (who, are
the peopie who, reafly lose mont by
what Vhey destroy), the governments
have no other option than Vo save
what remains of the forests by stiieter
measures.

Que camp fire lu Ontario destroyed
fifty-six years' supply of a mamrnoth
Ottawa Valley luinber mnill. A band
of prospecitors lu another district
burned tweuty years' supiply of one
of Canada's large-st paper mills. And
noue of the enormous areas tihus
destroyed eau be reproduced under
150. years.
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