ity that, in a weelds time,'hc was_able to

state o Meve his bed and rest in an easy chajr, As
ediate]i ¢ last traces of winter had disappeared by -

®his time, and the weather was very favour-
#ble, preparations were made to transport the
er ner. 99nvaliscent to Montreal. To this arrange-
ed, ang Ment he readily consented, being anxious to -

? "pelieve the.family of the trouble which his
presence ‘and ‘that of his friends necessarily-
asioned, but” he felt that he had.a solemn
ty to accomplish, and could not think :of
parting before he had fulfilled it. He scized
e occasion of Varny's usual morning visit.to

eak the subject to him. -
¢ This is going.to be a beautiful day, Mr.
farny, and I think I cannot d¢ better. than
profit by it to sct out on my journey home.”
:The farmer rcpeated, as he had done several
#fimes before, that there wasno hurry,and that
: ngair weather would benefit his friend much
orc in the country than in the city.
{ “Thank you,” replied Phipps.” . I can
ver sufficicntly acknowledge your gencro-.
v, but I have dclaycd too long alrcady and
1st really go.” How is Miss Varny this mor-
ny ?nv B ) S - B , .
“?Always improving, but still feehle.” - :
§ This had been the answer to Phipps’ re-
eated enquirics, for. several days back, and it
Miscouraged him, o
“«Must it be so, then 7”7 muttered he to him- .
If. . “8hall I have to go. without speaking

wever.
oic gir; !

T8 of B her ? Will I not be allowed to see the angel
1;‘;“],‘: @ho saved my life, fall at her foct, press her

#Aand, and pour out before her the gratitude.of

e of § by heart 7 When I heard-what she had done
tain, &, me, I could not beliecve  it, and now the
;It}}y‘ nystery returns upon me from the impossi-
ufn- '

pility of meeting’her before I depart.  No, it

g of @annot be so.” I shall ask the favour of her-
‘the 3 olf 7 . D , .

nor § And rousing himself, he addressed the far-
had & o again ;- . ‘ L

ilt);; @ ¢ Willyou humonr a sick man, sir ?” said he. -
ep

8 ¢ Anything to please
arny, with a smile. - . o
# « Will'youask your daughter to grant me a’
Pricf interview 27 . o N

“1 fear ...
¢« I'will not
Moes.” -

% “Then stay -with us,” said th

you,” answered’ Mr.

. ¢’ said the fafmcf, he‘sitatingly., T
be able to'lcave kLer, unless-she

e old man,

nt. Baily. «No one dismisses you.” ’ S
°D; @ «Nor will I'recover ‘my health ‘and spirits
s Ay o

‘% “Ah! that is another m'atter."_, I!wi'll; then,

and see.” . > i o
‘The reader will readily understand -why

ipps was so desirous of secing Rosalba. He

_ ROSALBA. -

. 1

-

be faithful to both, and, because this is an cxz-
quisitely difficult thing to do, they try to pre-
‘vent or postpone as mhuch as possible the
- meeting of these sentiments. . This isd weak-
ness it is true, but it is excusable in view of
the fidelity which. it is intended to safeguard. -
It would be too much to say that Rosalba
-loved Walter.  Love is a definite fecling, and, .
under the circumstances, no such feeling could
be -defined "in her heart. . But next to that,” -
. Walter could not be otherwise than very dear
to her.  Did she not .save his life at the peril:
‘of her own? Thenceforth, ‘even in spite of
Licrself, he was more. to her than any other, -
-onc only excepted. . o
And then, Rosalba was a.perspicacious ‘girl.
She knew instinctively what must be Walter's

own standard, she was certain that he was’.
- ready to devote himself entircly to her—sacri--
- fice himself, if nced be, in the discharge of his
gratitude. In other words—though she-bardly -
represented it to herself thus crudely—he loved
her and: only’ awaited the oceasion of their -
" first meeting to declare it. o S
.. Entertaining these views, is
able, after all, that she
view with him ? - . .- .
.'When her father-announced “Walter's desire,
she -promptly . refused, alleging -her convales-
‘cence as an excuse. - When he gently pressed -
“her, she burst into tears. Finally, reflecting ™ .
that”the request. would. certainly be urged—: -

5, is it Tot reason-.
should dread an inters -

_ understood—until it.was grantéd at last, she -
‘yiclded reluctantly ‘and bade her father tell
Mr. Phipps that she .should meet him within ™
“half. an' hour in-the parlour. L
£ What is she like 7. Is she the beauty that
I have pictured in my feverish dreams? Is
she a robust country lass.that would do any

.the ice? Oi.is;she reéally feminine in the
delicacy of her strength; o that her heroism
is all the more wonderful; bécause it is.beyond .
her nature?” Thrse and ‘simi»larqucstions oc- -
‘cupied the thoughts of Walter as he #at-in the ,

- parlour, awaiting the promised interview. .
_Suddenly, when he turned from the window- . g
- -panes where his vacant eyes had been staring,

Tosalba -had advanced half way across :the .
room. The sight of her startled him from his -
scat. ‘Heavens! Was  this really she? - No?

_she was not like any of his imaginations ?
- She was beautiful ; how could he helieve her

other ?- She was robust, but-tender and delicate. -
withal. e saw:in her ‘all that makes the
pathos of feminine weaknessand the sublimity -
of female héroism. And the paléness of her .

“features, deepeded by the. whiteness of the
*morning-dress which she wore, reminded him

of the’ danger she had encountered and the
sufferings she had undergone for his sake. ‘He

M- -yyil] understand, too, that. there was literally
le- Bo exaggeration in the declaration that he -
nd gould not thoroughly rally unless he did see:
of “Fer. What, perhaps, will be more_difficult to
ld count for, is the fact that the. young girl was
'S Mot desirous of seeing Phipps. - Nay, she was /-

fraid to meet him. It is characteristic of cer- |

0" high natures—and Rosaiba’s was. of the |

Wngly antagonistic, cross themselves in their
gpeart, such natures make it their religion to

|

ighest—that when two lines of duty, seem-- | -

.had prepared along address of thanks, but’

this utterly failed him at sight of her. Fol-
lowing a single impulse, he threw himself on’

his kuees before her and exclaimed :

‘“Miss Varny; my deliverer
ciently thank you ?7 . .
No melodrama. inthis scene.

,how can Isuﬁ- "
‘It was all

- -

scntiments towards her.  Judging him by her .

. with".a pertinacity :which sh¢ thoroughly. -

muscular work as well as she saved me from | - -




