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people here mistook for it, is abundant, and aveiage two feet id diameter at five feet from; the -
ground.
- Therais some tamarack also, tall and straight, front on&¯foot six inches td two feet in lametert. 'ie

balsamt and aspen poplars grow to a ]ar size, and are everywhore te be had. The land for the most
part is good sandy loam, and is-traverséd by numerous creeks.' Snake Creek is about twelve feet wide,
and oeu foot six iches deep, it .yields plenty of lish as als"do one or two of those running
into it.
> $wan River is fron 90 te 100 feet wide and fonr feet deep its current is very rapid, being about

,tbreo.miles asthour.. It is very winding here where the Snake Creek jqins it, and I believe is se all
aleo .- •ol : ,

te valley, whiçh is about one mile and a quarter wide, and front 80 te 100 feet below the general
level .of tie ceuntry,.is.most rich and fertile, but almost altogaether lled up with trees, such as poplars,
balsan spruee, and willows.

The next day, August 4th, wo left Fort Pelly and proceeded, along the base of the Duck Mountain,
-a part of the ciîain of mountains called the Dauphing; properly speakin, it is a high ridge between
the Assinniboino River and Lake Manitobah.

The grounid rises gradually from the river towards the summit 'of the so-called -moùntain, *bhli
appeared .;bout three miles distant, and isthickly covered with poplars, so thick that the forest is
nlearly inpenetrable. •d- e •. o

The land for a few miles. is rather light, but thet becomes much better, and for the whole way to the
"Little Saskatchewan," or Oak River, the eastern limit, according to your letter of instruction, te this
lino of exploration, the land mày be said to be good sandy loam.'

li a short report, as this mustAecessarily be, I cannotgive descriptions of the different portions into
which this side of the valley of the Asîinniboine may be divided, but taking it as a whole, I anay Say,
that in fertility of- soil, timuber, and water .power, it surpasses any other part of the country that I
have seen.

Imade several attempts te reach the strintnit of thé mountain, particularly that part called the
Riding Mountain, but vas baffled each time by the extraordinary thickness of the wods of young
poplars, ahiong which there were lying the half-burnt remains of older trees, concealed by the long
grass, vetches, convolvulus, and innumerable other plants.

I cannot pass by, however,. the valley of the Little Saskatchewan without making a special note
of it.

We reactied it on August 11th, and lihe next day I vas able fortunately te take observations for
latitude, &ç., for carly in the afternoon the sky became-eloudy and a ihunder-storin came on.

Next morning, accompanied by Mr. Rime, vho bas been giving me great assistance in making the
survey, I tode on horseback up the- vailey; ve could only go, however fifteen miles, as the tres and
underwood became thon so.marvellously dense as ta make îtquite impassable for horses. -

The valloy is about eighty feet helow the general levél of the country, the bottom of it is froin half
a tuile te one mile vide, through which the river winds its wa flowing rapidly and uniformly; it is
about forty feet wide, aind -at this time was -five7. feet deep. Tiera.is ne appearanco of tbeyvalley
ever.being flooded, tihe wiflows whieh grow along its banks being green and luxuriant down te thé
ground.

There, are large open flats occurring frequently on both sides of the -river, when the richness of
the grass and beauty, of the many various flowers prove the great fertility of the soil, places marked
-out by nature te be cultivated and.inhabited by man. Thmer is abundance of good-eized poplars
and balsam spruce sufficie'ntly large for buildin~g and farmin urposes.

I followed the course of the valley down te its junction wat the valley of the Assinniboine; for the
greater part of the way it is rich and fertile, as is also the land adjoining. Wihliin a few miles of the
Assinniboine the country changes copsiderably, the soil is much li ghter, d the tr fewer and
smnallery and at the junction of tho valleys the country is very poor indeed, being sandy1 -gravelly
clay abounding with granite boulders of various sizes. I returned thon by the samte way te the track
called "tIhe ioaer road fron Red River te Fort Ellice," te where it crosses the Little Saskatchewan,
ant. .wheró I had left thé gieater number of my party.

Frem thence+ I proceeded by this track te Fort Ellice, stopping ene day at -Shoal- Lake in, order te
make a survey of it. As tiis track joins the White Mud River road about èighteen miles froni the
Little Saskatchewan, whbich ve travelled back on together fron Fort Ellice te Red River, I need net
give you any desçription of the country thrqugh which it passes, -

1have, &c.
(Signed) J4MES A. DICKINSON.
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STEAM YAVIG TIOWtPON TÜiE' ASKATHiEWAN RIVER.

To the Editor of :tke New Yòrlç'Fvening Post.-

- The river Saskatchewan, floseing froi the Rocky 'Mountains eastwardly into Lake Winnipeg,
is ascertaintd te embracé within:its source.sgsnd;tiibutarié.s- n.orea of m ré-than.a8.0,000 square miles,
is-iabitable as the adjacent- state of Minnesota. Thisg stréar, if iviaie 'fo st.eamtar s, maybao• ag
iiiportant relatiòn te the development ofllBritsb Amric.,~ alat aricele you quote.the testiúso'ny
cf Sir George Simpson hefore the Pàrliamentàiy.Iommsittee, -wliich''mplies rather th'a a¥set ith3e
innavigabilityof. tlic .Saska,tehsowxh, lie layr sas 'uponr tise syift ctTetmu n(ecaiohaapidig ~4
hasty.mfçrence from simla r faèt would pronounîceé WMissurrinavae..


