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THROUGH A MONOCLE^
C AN a fat man lead the "strenous life"? Tt looks as if we were

going to, seeone niake something ,of a*t.rial of it in Washington;
for, aithougli President Taft won bis electien mostly threugh a gen-
eral belief that, beinýg a fat man, he would 'take a rest an'd give the
country one, stili hie does not entirely like the idea that people will for-
ýget'that there is a president now that Teddy has gonre. He does flot
want to be týhe "chaser" in the Presidential vaudeville, and disperse
flic audience collected by 'the fine Rougb Riding act we have just
been getting. So hie is likeiy to cut a few cart wheels, particul'arly
on the tariff si:de ofthe yard. But can a fat man-thiat is the question.
Have we ever had a "strenuonus" fait man in Canada? Sir John Mac-
donald and Siîr Wilfrid Laurier have both been remarkable for 'their
slim and upright figures. Sir Wilfrid is net as slim as hie used to 'be
when hie stood at the head of a lean -opposition; but hie bas neyer
borne -the reproach and burdeni of "fat".

M/ R. BORDEN and Mr. Fielding -are cemfortable, but as far as
possible from fat. Mr. Foster could probabiy have escaped

through the hole that they say Bill Miner couid not have used. George
Graham is spare; and- Rodolphe Lemieux would in'dignantly-perhap s
scnsîtively-deny th 'e soft impeachment. Mr. Monk, Dr. Sproule,
Dr. Pugslcey, Mr. Oliver, are ail frcet frcrm too much avoirdupois.
There ivas on-ce a fat man in the Commons, Alonzo Wright, the k'ing
,of the Gatineau; but he vvas known chiefly as a prince ef good fellows
who entcrtained the members royaily at lis 'home and made oee
bumorous speech during a session. Stili the Cemmons would rather
have spared many sparer men than iFs one Alonzo; and thcy tell af
a special journey that Sir John Macdon'ald once made up ýto his home
to induce him, te, run on one occasion when the typical '"mine hast"
tbought of retiring. It is not thougbt that he quite "ran"; but hie
"istood" and waýs elected. He coul'dwîn an election "standiýng" more
sureiy than miost folk can by running theniselves out of breath. But
bis gimeatcst flatiterer neyer cailed Alenzo "strenuous."

B UT what "are you going to do witb Sir Wil liam Van Horne? He
ia human dynamo; and yet he would scarcclyý pass as a sylph.

If he dees not lcad the strenuous life, he certiainly gets strenuous
results. Sir WilIigm bas alrea'dy donc eneugh for the lifetimes of two
or thrcc mcn. He -made a great railway in Canada; and hie is maki ng
another in Cuba. Incidcntally, 'lie is an art connoisseur, having rifled
Hollanid and, the picture shops of Europe; and, in addition, he is one
of the best living authorities on Japanese art. He bas lived 'a full,
rouind life-exactly like his portraits. He b as climbed se fat up flhc
hlI of fortune that one suspects hie mnust h¶ave cauglit the clevator.
But lie is flot built exactly like Tom Loiigboat. If hie were President
of the United States, lic waul'd probably hustie that Republic along
tint-il even it felt a trifle breathiess; but hie would net ride fifty moiles
a day just te show army efficers that it could be 'donc, nor wouild hie
crippie unsuispecting diplomats by takin'g theni cross-country walks
which necessitate a suibsequent weck in the liospital.

A ND do yen knew, George Hlam is gcitting a li'ttle-wcll, just a
littie; ani yet George is se active that he bias te sit down an'd

wait for the "rolling stone" to catch up to him evcry little whiîe.

Morcover, there was Senaýtor Ogilvie. No grass grcw under bis fe'
-- that is, no grass of geood judgment. Hc couid: net be kcpt qui'
even by the soporific atmosphe-re of the Seniate. It is obvieus th;
the hcavy weights are flot always to be rcgarded as good nature
s'tatîonary and over-oiled' low-powrýer engines-net in this climate at a
events. They are sometimes on wheels and clan caver terrlitory wil
the speed and ten times the force of 'the fine-trained, f'oot-runners wl
neyer carry an extra o'unce. Stili, as a general rule, the men of girl
are men of nioderation, of good 'humour and of a fine toleration ef.tl
things that -are. The werld seems a bette-r world te the well-padd(
person than to, the "lea:n and hungry" Cassius who is.caten with env,
and driven ferward by ambition.

DJ ID you ever notice that a fat man ýcan get faveurs wlicre a spai
man asks in vain? There is something co'mpelling about fi

good nature of a fat man which leads others to strive to keep that gec
nature unýmarrcd. If I were a commercial heuse-if yeu will pardc
the'preposterous supposition-I would employ fat commercial trave
lers. They may niot get ta as many possible cusitemers in ta day ,
the lithe and wiry variety; but they will seIl more goods te tl'
customers 'tbcy dô sec. People like to fatten up their* erder sheet
A smile on a fat face invariably looks geniai; while anc on a lean fa(
is bard put to it net to, look artificial. Then there is instinctive col
s'ideration fer a fat man. We -do net mind putting -a liglit and acti-,
man to trouble; but we will take pains ta sparc a fat man any iinncce:
sary exertion. It looks sa mucli harder for him tha:n it docs fer il
As a l'azy man myscîf, I think a littie embonpoint woul'd lic a profitab
investment. The ncw gospel should read-Wti ail your gctting, gi
fat. You will see that (the Americans will takc far more from Ta
without becoming ruffled than tbcy ever wauld from Roosevelt. Ta
will trravcl far; but àt will be witbaut friction.

NIMPORTE

0~ F ail the statesmen I bave met, I think the late Lard Salisbury an,
SMr. Gladstone werc the pleasantest campanions at dinncr. Bat

had the hiappy knack of seeming vastly intercstcd in onc's col
versation, whatever thc subject, or bowevcr frivolaus. There was r
condescension or "tcmpering of the wind ta the shorn lamb" about i
At the same time, I must own that my feeling af clation for liavili
had, as anc considcrcd, a success was spcedily destroycd; for the nei
woman, wlioever she migbt bc, wlio had t he privilege of sittlng besiè
cither of these great men, would reccive exactiy the same courteot
attention. As forý Mr. Gladstone, baving once startcd him an hi
subject, an intelligent "ýycs" ýor "no" was ail that was required. Bt
if yeu vcntured a remark (ta wbicli he iistcncd in grave silence), bý
had a disconcerting way of turning sharply round, bis piercing eY
flxed inquiringly upen yau, and bis hand ta bis car, witb the~ gestil
50 wchl known in the Hanse of Commons. His old-world manner wi
very attractive, and iîs urbanity autsidc the Hanse rcmarkabie. 0
anc occasion I had been at the Heuse licring Randolph miake a fier
attack on him, whici lie*answered withi equal beat and indignatiol
The bioum was late, and Randoiph and, I bad just time ta rush 'honm
and drcss ta dine at Spencer House witb, Lard and, Lady Spenice
Tl'le first persan I met as I went in was Mr. Gladstone, wlia at oric
camne up and said: "I 'hope Lord Randolph is nat too tircd aftcr h
mnagnificent effort." What an abject, lesson ta those fomeigui Pol
ti ci ans wbo would look upen it as an insult ta be asked ta meet init
samne bouse !-The Reminiscences of Lady Randoîpli Churchll.
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