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doubt ; a young clergyman p:eaches s firet ser-
mon, and though of course he may be very ner-
vous, he can't do much harm, and he Inay do
some good. At all events ho will excite sym-
pathy. He did his best, he iueant well, and
such like. But ,tere will be no sympathy for
you if you poke'out a man's eye even after the
most approved fashion, and with the best posai-
ble intentions. Even the best educated and
most skilful of young practitioners must feel the
tremendous responaibility of (say) his first cas
of typhoid fever, in an influential housebold ; or
(say) bis first case of strangulated hernia at the
hospital to which, after much rivalry aad conten-
tion, he bas just been elected; or (say) bis first
unnatural presentation in midwifery, among the
croaking gossips who swarm round their sisters
in the agonies -f abnormal parturition. There is
always some one to think and say you have done
wrong in a fatal case ; and even those who think
you have done right may be reluctant to say so.
And more than this; our doubts and difficulties
extend in some measure over our Wole subee-
quent career.-DP Edgar Shieppard.

ON THE SCIENTIFIO USES OF THE IMA-
GINATION IN MEDICAL PRACTICE.

Mr. Brudenell Carter, in the course of an in-
troductory addresa tW the students of St. George's
Hospital, observed that the sciéatific uses of the
imagination were due to the in:t that the bound-
aries of exact knowledge, on every subject,
whether buman knowledge in the aggregate or

that of any individual, were separated from the
darkness of the unknown by an intermediate re-

gion, into which soma light had penetrated.
This region was the province of the imagination,
or, if the phrase were preferred, of disciplined and

rational conjecture. Our minds, in relation to it,
migbt be likened to the explorers of a strange
country, who were fully acquainted only with
those regions that they traversed, but who had
also gained such notions, of the belt separating

them from the horizon, as enabled them to doter-
mir. in what directions they would endeavour
to make further progress. As soon as we became
possessed of certain facta we called upon the ima-
gination to ccount for their occurrence, and it
furnisbed us with some suggestion upon the sub-
ject. This suggestion was a hypothesis, which
might or might not ho verified by further inquiry.
Its proper use was to determine the direction in
which we should pursue that ioquiry; and we
should be prepared either to adopt or to abandon
the hypothesis, according to the results that the
inquiry might produce. He had heard of two
students, whô examined the same patient in order
to compete for a elinical prize. The tiret, who
possessed, great powers of observation, had his
imaginative faculty for the moment dormant.
He was struck by a very remarkable discolora-
tion upon some portion of the patient's body;
and, accepting the presence of ·this discoloration
as an ultirnate fact, ho carefully described it in
bis account of the case. He made a drawing of
itsvery irregular ouline, and took careful mes-
surements of its principal dimensions. The se-
cond student, when he came to the bedaide, also
saw the discoloration, but he was more imagina-

tive than his predocessor, and his imagination led
him to frame the hypothesis that the phenomenon
was due to the presence of dirt 1 He tested the
accuracy of tLis hypothesis by means of a sponge
and warm water, and established it by vashing
the stain away. The incident, although trivial,
was not the les instructive, and might Well serve
to teach the attitude of mird in which we ahould
approach the investigation cf disese.

PRACTICAL ILDICINK

CASE OF CHRONIC CYSTITI&
CHRoNIc CYSTITIS OF FIrrEEN YEARs' STANDINo

-AcIDENTAL nECovERY.

My patient is a farmer 30 years of age. Two
ycars ago on passing his houe I was called in to
have a talk about his case as ho himelf said for
my own information. His history as gathered
from hMmself ia somewhat as follows :-Was run
over by a waggon when about 15 ycars of age;
passed bloody urine at the time which was arrest-
ed, but some after and ever aince has had all the
symptoms of chronie cystitis; has been married
seven years, and las consulted several surgeons,
but without any b"neficial result. I examined
the urine and found an enormoue quantity of te-
nacious mucus tinged with blood. I auggested
stone, and aaked him t ho sounded, but ho refused
on the ground that he was afraid of a sound as
ho had to use the cathoter himacîf occasionally
and ho dreaded it. Beasides, he said if there was
a stone ho would surely have touched it acciden-
taly at some time when using the catheter. 1, of
course, yielded t his wish, and promised to give
him -a mixture. The staple of this mixture was
copaiba, and sw satisfied was lie with ita effects in
reducing the qua.ntity of mucus and the frequency
of micturition, that ho expressed it as his belief
that if I tried my best and stuck to the case I
could cure him. This improvement of his sym-
ptoms, coupled by a still farther improvement
after another bottle of the mixture, ald me to

change my diagnosis to simple chronic catarrh, the
resuit of some cause not then directly operating.
My patient continued to improve for several
montha; the complaint was alleviated, not eradi.
cated. The medicine was therefore suspended for
some time, and was again tried, but without the
same effect as at first. Naturally discouraged, the
patient desisted from taking any medicine, and I
hoard nothing deflnite from him for soma time.
Suddenly, when the spring of the present year
commenced toopen, I was callod in the middle of
the night to sas him and told that he was dying.
I found him in the extremu of pain, having pass-
ed about a quart of blood, and praying for rélief
or death. 1 immediately used the catheter, with
instant relief tW the intense vesical tenesmus, but
in 10 or 15 minutes the severe straining again
commencoed. The catheter was again used, with
the same beneficial result. I thon gave him 50
drops of Tr. Opii, but not with immediate bne-
fit, for the catheter was used three times after,
but at progressively longer intervals. In the
morning I left him in comparative ese, and a
mixture containing Tr. Opii and Tr. Ferri. per-
chlorid. This mixture, with a little .variety,

such as the addition of ergvt, &c., I rontinued for
two weeks. The hanaturia ceased lin a week,
with the exception of hSmorrhage* ta the extent of
two or three ounces, three days after my fis'.
visit. That day I was sent for to use the ca-
theter, but the clota at the neck of the bladder had
been forced away, the pain had subsided, and ca-
theterism was unneœssary. For five mnontbs
there has not been the firet symptom of chronio
cystitis. He says he " is as sound a man as there
is on the line," that he i a Wonder to Lis former
medical attendants, hie neighbours, and, I add, to,
myself The cause of the attack of hiemorrhage,
a.coring to the man himself, was filhing for
suckers in the cold freshet water. Now, was
this man's case one of vesical congestion, the re-
sult of a mechanical bruise, and this congestion

puslied tW hemorrhage by another intense exciting
cause, and was this congestion permanently re-
lieved by the enormous local hmorrbage, as I
have seena case of asthma (bronchial) se relieved
If not, what was the cause of the cystitis, and
what was the modus operndi of the cure 1

D. HoaoiE, H.D.
Brampton, lIth Oct., 1873.

THE YELLOW FEVER AT SHREVEPORT.

All of our readers have of course beard of the fright-
fui epidernie of yellow fever which depopulated the
little city of Shreveport, driving away one-half of its
population and killing ten per cent of the remnainder.
Like most other -miar visitations, this one in the ri.s
sult of a total neglect of all aanitary MIes. Shreveport
in the second city of Louisiana,-the great trade centre
of the Red River country, so famous for its cotton and
sugr,-and is estimated to have a population of froi
10,000 to 13,000. It ie on the Red River, at the bead
of steamboat-navigation, and fifteen milks below tha

great Red River raft, which is one of the mont remark-
able formations in the world, being a mass of legs and
drift.wood over forty miles long, and entirely choking
up the great utreami. which in over twelve bundred miles
long, or, including the South Fork, twenty-one hundred.
This raft turns the water of the river over the adjacent
country, forming great bayons, through which, at high
water, steamboate puas around the raft and it in noW
being blasted away by the general government.

The city is on a bluff at the river-bank, and is weIl
situated for drainage. The whole country around is
fLat, and for miles and miles therm is one continuons eus-
cession of marshes, swamps, and bayous. Though at
low water a great surface ia expos4d to the action of the
sun, making the surrounding conntry subject te malà-
rial influences in the bot season, still the health of the
city bas generally been good; but this id the third time
it bas been visited somewhat severely by the yellow
fever, the firt time havmg been in ]8,3, and the second
in 1867. It seeus that, owing te the contending fa"-
tions which have reduced the government of Louisiana
to chaos, and which would have bronght about a Mexi-
can-like civil war had it net been for the strong arm of
the Federal Govenmuent, Shreveport bas been for some
months without a regular municipl government. Those
having control of the city bave been otterly negligent Of
their duty, and bave left the streets in An ndesenbably
filthy condition. Under the hot semi-tropical suon, the
reeking heaps of garbage, the swollcn, burating car-
casses of al sorts of animals, the sta at pools ful of
uncleanness, have becoi the resting pl of the poison.
Filth and e sure begot reck!esaness, and recently a
niost extraot= attraction was added te be alread
too ,ressn invitation te epidemie disease. It is said
(Vicsburgrld) thsat a boat, having an bon a bun-
dred or more Texas cattle, recently sank in the Red
River, very near to Shreveport, and the dead animals
were fished from the wreck and taken ahore. After
having been akinned for their bides, the bloated bodies
were pornutted te remain exposed te the rays of a burn-
ig sun, until they poisoned the air witb tbeir siekenig
efiluvia. Under these circumstances, as it a wonder that

another tale of sorrow and desolation. anotier frightful
warning, has becn added te the long liat, which should
teach the world, if it would only learn the importance

annitasienoc.--.-{Philadelphia Medical Tims.


