i

| Tue CaNaDA Pr:

“SBYTERIAN.

Vol. 24, .

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11¢l, 1895,

Noa. s50.

. 3

Rotes of the Wleek.

A party of six missionariaes for Africa and two
for India, connected with the Presbyterian Church
iNorth, U.S,, sailed lately. A large company of
{riends of Foreign missicns, which taxed to the ut-
fmost the capacity of the new Assembly room in
ENew York city, gathered on the evening before
their departure, to upite in a farewell service, and
bid the noble baud of missionaries God-speed. The
§President of the Board, Rev, John D. Wells, D.D,,
who has just celebrated his eighty-third birthday,
land has been for more than forty years a member
jof the Board, presided.

A very sad illustration of the dangers and risks
httending bicycle-riding by those who are not young
and active, is given by the death in this city last week
of a worthy minister of the Methodist Church,
fRev. Dr. Shaw, Assistant Foreign Mission Secre-
tary. The accident happened on the 15th ult, and
is partly ascribed to the fact that the deceased,
eing very deaf, did not hear the car approaching
by which he was struck, and from which he re-
fceived injuries which resulted in his death. The
faotice of his life and work recalls a past phase of
a minister’s labours in Ontario.

* The early years of his ministry were full of ploneer
gexperiences in the backwoods circuits. He used to prepare
his sermons while riding about from one appointment to
another on hotseback.”

Every loyal Canadian will welcome with all his
heart, every measure that will tend to bind us more
closely to the Mother country and to our sister
colonies in the different parts of the widely extend-
ed empire of which we form no unimportant part.
Every thing that brings us more closely together,
in lessening distance and time between us, helps to
this great end. The Colonial Conference was a
most significant event and it is beginning to bear
frait. The Pacific cable scheme and a line of fast
Atlantic steamships, now giving signs of materializ-
ing, are the latest fruits. 7/ Times has published

o article on the Pacific cable and the proposed

fast steamship service to Canada direct. It says
the success of the movement is largely due to
jCanada. In both the steamship and the cable
schemes the principle is recognized that in order
Bto have British connection exclusively, the line
must, in the first intance, be carried westward from
the centre. By the acceptance of this principle,
Canada obtains a position she has never occupied
before, as the main highway of the British Empire,

" The long and most closely watched Hyams’ case
@has at length come to an end, so far as the murd-
gor charge is concerned, by their acquittal by the
jury. No trial that has taken place for a long
jlime has excited so wide and deep an interest

JThe verdict will no doubt be regarded very differ-
Jently by different classes of minds, but no one who

has read the Judges charge will be at all surprised
at the verdict being such as it is : that the accused
were not guilty of the dark crime with which they
stood charged. No one who has followed the pro-

Beeedings can fail to be a struck with the ability dis-

played on both sides, the immease mass of evidence
presented, all to be sifted and weighed, and the
patience and labour bestowed upon the case by
tall concerned.  Looking at this, and the neces-

‘Rarily very perplexing effect upon untrained minds,

bowever honest, of such a mass of evidence on both
Msides, almost wholly circumstantial, and the differ-
jeace of opinion among medical experts, it almost
jinevitably follows that the ordinary mind must, if
1lcaning is shown by the judge at all, be swayed
powerfully in its decision by that leaning. The
more prolonged, perplexing and intricate the evid-
tnce is, the more must this bethe case. In spite of
the acquittal, there will no doubt be very many who

will still regard the brothers as guilty men. They
were promptly re-arrested upon other charges and
the result of the trial vpon these will no doubt be
followed with eager interest to the end.

How deeply the interest ot the country is turn-
ed toward the present Manitoba School Question
is shown in the election campaign now going on in
North Ontario. The one point which in interest
eclipses all others, is the stand the respective can-
didates are prepared to take as to enforcing or not
enforcing the remedial legislation for the relief of
Roman Catholic citizens in Manitoba, which,
should the Government of that Province not grant
of itself, the Federal Government has pledged itself
to introduce. While no one could be blamed for

not pledging himself beforehand to the details of

a measure not yet agreed upon on this subject
there should, after the matter has been so
thoroughly discussed in all its bearings as it has
now been, be no quibbling, or evasion, or hesita-
tion, on the part of any man of any party, askingto
be elected to Parliament, in the statement of his
convictions, and the course he is prepared to take,
on the vital matter of sacredly guarding Provincial
autonomy in matters which are undoubtedly with-
in the powers of a Province to legislate upon.

The case of the man Holmes would, under any
circumstances possess a gruesome, ghastly interest
on its own account, but it possesses all the more
to Canadians, because it was in Toronto that the
consummating evidence of the man’s guilt was
found. Appeal for a new trial was at once taken
by his lawyer, and, after full consideration of the
reasons for a new trial, this has been refused, ind
the refusal agreed in by all the judges before whom
the cause was heard. The reading of the reasons
against a new trial occupied an hour and conclud-
ed as follows:

# Upon the whole case we are convinced that, the Com.

moawealth proved such a chain of circumstances as lead
irresistibly to the conclusion that the defendant did kill and
murder Benjamia F. Pietzel in September, 1894, as charg-
ed in the bill of indictment. Xf Pietzel had committed
suicide and the defendent simply tried to conceal the
suicide, it is not probable that he would have fled from the
clty. Flight is the act of a guilty man, and not the act
of acunning man. Being firmly convinced of the guilt of
zh_eld,t,:fcndant we approve of the verdict and refuse a new
trial,
Appeal has been taken to the Supreme Court.
This is all right. Justice never wears such solem-
nity and majesty, as when it is the final issue of
every means that could possibly be taken to
make it clear that, in the end it is absolute and im-
partial.

Presidentialmessagestothe CongressoftheUnited
Statesarealways important documents—sometimes
of course more important than at other times, That
just sent to Congress by President Cleveland has
been looked forward to with somewhat more than
usual interest. Probably the most important matter
treated in it, certainly the most so to his own
country, is the currency question which is still a
very vital as it isan unsettled question. Points
especially of interest to us, because of vur connect-
ion with the Mother Country, are: the bcundary
dispute between Venezuela and Britain in
which the Government of the Republic is tak-
ing a rather officious and one-sided interest
as against Britain, in pursuance of what is
called the Monroe doctrine; and the Behring
Sea award, over which Uncle Sam grumbles
not a little, and io which he does not follow the
example set him by Britain some years ago in the
famous Alabama case. With reference to these
matters, while there is more or less difference of
opinionin the English press, there is yet a somewhat
general feelingthatthetendency of thegovernmentof
the Umted States, as represented by its President, is

‘tion.

to render scant justice to the claims of England
and take every possible advantage on the side of
those who are against her. Some war talk has
been indulged in by hot-brained men. We cannot
believe in any such eventuality; but cven the
thoughtless talking and writing of it is scarcely
less than a crime of the first magnitude.

With its last issue in last month our contem-
poray T/e Wecek enters upon the thirteenth year of
its publication. Wec may be allowed, as approach-
ing our quarter ofa century, to congratulate our
confrere on entering into its teens., The Week
frankly admits that, like almost all other literary
ventures il a new country, comparatively, as to its
literature, it * has had its upsand downs, its dif-
ficulties and its disappointments,” and it also is
true, as it claims, ‘ that it has won for itself a
high and firm place in public estimation, and has
attained withal a very respectable age. We con-
gratulate the editor and proprietors of T/he Week on
feeling * justified in believing that it never stood so
high in the opinion of Canadians as it does to-day,
whilst abroad it is now generally recognized as a
national journal, expressing the educated and in-
dependent thought of the Dominion.” We agree
with this journal when it says that “ Tke Week
has helped many thousands scattered far and wide
over this broad land to feel a deeper consciousness
of the brotherhood of the Catadian people, and the
great part that is theirs in the British Empire.” The
aim ot T/e Week is a most worthy one, one which
every Canadian will wish to see crowned with com-
plete success—‘To strengthen the ties which unite
us to our Queen, to promote Canadian unity and
loyalty, to quicken our political and literary life, to
make more strong and energizing the fibres of com-
mon interests and common sympathies, to unite all
who love to work in the service of our country, is
the task that is given this journal to do, and
earnestly would we appeal, after these twelve years,
for the co-operation and hearty support of all our
felllcz\wcountrymen in the achievement of so great a
task.”

A contemporary refers to an article published
lately in the Moantreal S?r on the Manitoba
School Question in which itis said that—

‘ The attention of the country was called to the startling
fact that there is now every probability that our fiscal policy
for five years will be decided, and our national Government
chosen, largely with reference to the stand taken by our
public men on the question whether less than four thonsand
c?ild;en]h,) Mauitoba shall be educated in this or that kind
of school.”

This is a most misleading way of putting this ques-
It is not really “whether less than four
thousand children in Manitoba shall be educated in
this or that kind of school.” That is only an inci-
dent arising out of the real question, which is,
whether the right of a province to legislate in a
matter which has been declared to be mtra vires
is to be respected, or at the demands of political
or any other kind of exigencies of either party, one
as much as the other, is to be trampled upon. "If the
latter is declared to be the case, then the beginning
of the end of Confederation has been entered upon,
unless the powers of the Federal and Provincial
Governments are wmore distinctly, set forth and
agreed upon. Nation-building is a large under-
taking, and difficulties may be expected to arise
from time to time which will try the patience,
temper and wisdom of our people, and through
successful trial, cultivate amonyst us those qualities
which make apeople strong and great. We have
little fear but that a basis of agreement will be
reached in the end, aund in order to reach it, instead
of standing upon their dignity, and refusing any
concession, both the Dominion and Provincial
Governments would get honor and praise by
putting forth their best united efforts to arrive at 2
satisfactory solution of the present grave difficulty,



