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tAITOR AND -eOPLE,

POOR IPREA dINllG.

lt wntild be hazardaus ta deny that titcre i. sotte
sticl preaching. And we wiii flot hold as shield over
the bead af thit anan whose feeble faitia, sioth or
worldliness miakes his preaching poor. Blut there are
sonie causes of poor prItaching nat fourni ln the
preacher.

1. A< bor 0ace. of -i-orshi,é is apt ta make poor
preaching. You cantnot look round in sorte af the
churches without suffeting a chili rnorally, andi a chili
ph,,-ically, if you enter theni between November and
April. Biroken panes of glass or baci ventilation admit
tho wind, and the conflict <bat ensues betweeaî that
ant he gentrators of caloric, if there are any, is iikc
that of hirn that cometh against ten thousanci with an
arniy of twenty thousanci. Sortie of these places af
worship, are enormously large in proportion ta the
cangregation. The preacher rnust cncountcr a tright-
fut number ai erpty pews in search oaicharer. Then
there art large tracts of uninhabiteti ternitory in the
gaflerios. Cheeriess wastes tbey are ta a preacher.
The exterior of the house nover had an acquaintance
with the paint bru sh, and looki dark andi gloomy, as
if frowning at sucb neglect. WVhat woncler if yoit have
poor preaching in such a sanctuary? This is but
putting like and like tagether. Tht unhappy preacher
studies his sermon with ail the undesira bleness af bis
foriorn place af worship stalkirag like gloomy gbosts
before hini. What wonder if their footprints are seen
ail over the sermon?

2. Poor hear>-: make poor preaching. Same corne
lingering and late, as if tt were a drudgery ta corne at
ail. Nuanhers stop about the church door ta chat
about everything in the creation but religion, till the
preacher's voice, commencing service, wakes thens up
ta, the fact that they are at the bouse ai prayer. Sanie
seek the most comiartable place in pews studiously
accommodated for repose, andi in the very face andi
eyes ai the preacher take theis Itave cf him, ini the
total unconsciousness ai deep sleep. Some flot dis.
poseti ai as the lait namned, examine with curicus eyes
every visible abject but the speaker, and shew vast
interest in every passing wheel, andi the costume ai
every new camter. Now is there not smre tendency
i- such things ta inake poor prcaching; and would
not a prompt and thorough-going reforrn, that shoulti
reach every ane in tht congregatian, have sarie indlu-
ence in giving a new inspiration ta the preacher?

3. Poor/>'>aid preaching is likely ta be poor preacb.
ing. It shrivels a mans up terribly ta, b. straitened
about bis temporal support. If he must move in the
bampers ai ail sorts af shifts andi expledients ta make
the ends ai the yoar meet hoe cannot sait fret andi jay-
ously on the great sea of trutb. He can only play the
puny part af creeping along short. WVith this kind of
cars upon his shoulders be cannot risc up ta, the sta.
ture and vigour ai a giant. Ht is crippleti and be.
cames a dwarf. Hîs poor pay makes him feel poor.
And it is in poverty ai spirit that lie undertakes a
sermon. His thaugbts wili have a hue af poverty
about tnem, and then hie feels poorly prcpared for the
ptslpit, and what cars the result bc but poor proaching ?
Tabe the lead frotn bis wingl, the care from bis lieart,
by promptly payang and meeting ail bis wants. Give
huma tht chance thus ta spread bis pinions, and sec if
bis joyful and aninuted enterprise in his work dots
nat stop the cry about poor preacbIng.

4. TIL s>4riua.Oaverly ai tht church is a fruitfül
source ai poor preaching. Mind acts an niind. Tht
glawing and animated mincis ai tht saints are sa many
agents af powerful excitement ta the preacher. Their
prayerfUine$s, zeal, unity andi fidelity lift bis seul up.
wardas ana rising and powerful tide. Their devoteti-
ness ta Gati cheers bis minci, and 1ouses tbougbts
that breathe, and puts upon bis lips words that hurn.
He mut preach gooti sermons, for tht gaadness af
the saints, enkindling bis own, sets bis soul on fic,
and the sacred dlame will bc seen as hte delivers the
messages ai the Lord.

Tht opposite caurse will be likely ta secure an op-
posite reuit. A slotbful, worldiy, stupiti churcli breaks
davu the spirit ai a pastor. Tt fetters bis ardent
minci. It chilis and cramps bis enterprising spirit.
A grand inspiration oi prtacbing is gant. Grtat re-
spousibiiity rus on those ursiaitiut sains. Such
<allen disciples, mortover, are aiten tht firit te, taise
the cry of poor preaclîing. The preaching may be

spiritual, anti searching, andi snctiiying, but their
moral sensibilities have been benumbed by thelr worci-
liners. They are too insensibl, ta divins tbing. ta
disceru tht value ai the mlnlstratlons tboy mnjoy.
They grape, and stumble, anti cry Ildarkness,"l tbaugh
it is tiîid.day. Tht poverty ls aItl n thelr own seuls,
andi bai they the spiritual and heavenly minci, the
truc moekness andi docility af the Gospel, <boitr dç-
spiseti pastar's doctrine woulti "ldrap as <he tain, anti
distil like the dew.» -Lentiopt 1leeukly Ren.itw.

CONAFLICIT AND) VIC O A'Y.

Oh I Refuage of mien warn andI weary,
%Vith sVr<ering andi &in ait tillstee.

Cauld'st Thoua leave 'niid sutroundlings so dreary
Tliy pcc as a dying hîequest?

To Thine rar cornes the cry of thasp Port-av
That rinrc <lth lhis ilitilets wcrld;

Anci know st Tliout hoit fur the morow
10 a ilceper despair wc are lurlctl?

Foi the dawn brings no light that cati leaci us,
The bit-is sing no sangs tîrat cati cheer,

Nor ducts the haîveat Cive food <bat cari itou us,
And the wintcr" gluant reigns through the year.

Wc've féît s: range 'nic our kindted and neighbaaars.
licený loneîy in thick basants af men,

liail ta t-est an a stone frott aur labours,
Andl no visions ta comtiait us then.

WVc've been lutet by tht volceo tihle siren
Andi cauaght ln ber cruel embrace,

hlave founil that the heart may bic lt-on,
Tuae beauty mnay shine ln the face.

WVe are weaty with chasing the shadows,
Andl bearing Our burdens ai tare,

For ou r way lias nat lain tlirough thc nacudows,
We have chosen the <luit and- the glare.

Yel, Saviaur, on Thee in aur nuish
WNc'll pillow aur sort: strieken rai,

For in sortow of soul Thou diil'st vznquish
Tht focs; <bat fill life with such dreiLd.

%Ve have liveti for ourselves 'stead ai others,
Sought in temples ai pleasurc aur shrine,

Ilclii nu cups ta the lips cf out brothems
Or wiîh gaîl aiten niinglcdl out wine.

%Ve bites Thee who cama't down in glary
Tasuifer, ta succouat, ta Save.

D3y Thy cross ta aae brigbtcr lufe's stary
And tniumpbi oct- death anti the grave.

WVe'l fret with the worîci thb no longer;
It tan b;ing ta us nothing but blua,

WVerc love in aur heart only stronger
Ta Goci ant t inu than it is. -odWrs

THE CJIRIST? OR THE WHUTP

Mis meceness anti gentlenesu werc only equalleti by
His honesty anti benevolence. There vas about Hum
a conscientiaus tboroughness wbicb vas carricti eut
at every sacrifice; anti sa far irons baving that lave of
ostentation which niigbt ho expecteil in One se, mar-
veliously endawed, there vas a disposition ta shun <he
applause ai popularity anth<e blaze ai earthly ghory.
His Sermon an the Mounit evinces that, above anti
beyond ail other tbîngs in religion, Ht deligitted in
Iltruth in the invarti parts, anti belti in utter alihor-
rence that colt anti boliov ritualisns whî:h is content
witb theto <orfa godliness vbilc dcnying its power.
Neyer was there sucb an equipoise aof moral attributes
as we finti in Hm. To an all-embracing benevolence
Hejoincti a sternnesr ai principit which exposet vrong
vberever Ht faunti it, anti insisteti an faithfulness in
<bat whicb vas itait. But mast ai aIl, pervacling bis
other qualities anti s' 'dtiing its owu bright halo round
then, ail vas his selt-.acrificing anti devoloti love,
manifest in the price Ht paiti anti tht zeal Ht sheveti
for the redemption andi regeneratian of men. Unlike
<bat Socrates "vhom well inspirtd, tht oracle pro-
nounceti wisest ai men," but vho vent ta tht bouse ai
the strange vaman anti gave bier ativice an tht best
means ai prosecuting ber vile business, anti ai vinning
and kecping bier friends, Jesus restareti ta tht w*man
ofithe city Iltht piece wbich site had out " sud sent
bier away ta live a 111e oi paarity and holiness. No dis-
bonour darkons Mis naine; no scandai fastened itself
on Mis renawn. Befors tht portrait vhich tbout evan-
gelists havt painteci, mon of every age bave stoeî in
rooteti admiration ; andi, as we-bave smn the case
of metn like Lecky and Miii, mva by tbase vite, boy.
ever inconsisttsstly, tony Hlm deity, He is heit ln cuti-I
matioas as toeblest ofamen. For contturits li lit.r
bas been the object of ths teonest investigation;

Ilthreugh aIl ibis tract of years" men bave looiced At
lm

lIn that fietce light whlch helkts UPOm A ibrofe
And llaclcens every blot."

But stili they have seen ln li;and that too ln a far
hlgber sense than the pcet bas employeci the words:
only Ilthe xhite flower cf a blamtees 111e

Nov, hoy shall ve account for the existence cf such
a chàricter as a lit erary portrait but (rom lts histouical
reatlty? £vert Mr. Mill hinisehf bas made thi. ac-
knawiedgmnent ln tbcse words : Il< Its ai na use te say
tbat Christ, as exhibited in tht Gospels, Is riat histeri-
cal!» . . .

But if it v-re real and historical, could iIt have been
mieroly hiaman ? Ht wics noa development af bis age ;
but insteaci, everything truc anti noble and laving and
goffile ln suceting gentrationa ha. been devélopeti
out ai lm. WVhat then ?-Dr. IV. A. Tayl>'or.

Il CUl' OF COLD IVA TER ONVL Y.

The cup -f watts at th; end of the tenth chapter et
Mlatthev stantis for the *#jreciat4* Mf Christ ln the
service of His disciples As the multitude Ihromod
His petit, berne on byea groat enthuuiaum, our SAviour

turn.d te givo thon the honest warnlng <bat the crdss
lies in front eft ruc disciplesbip. He did amt bide the
stera aspect ef Hi. service fort<he sake of winaing
convert. Het evon put the test im the extreine fonu
ef losing one% lite for His salce. The *es-cern must
consent ta go dowa inta tht dlay, <bat it may livo
again. Man mnust give up self and the boit Mf human
merits, and malte room, by <bis sacrifice, for the in-
coming Christ,

But <bis once dote, tht yoke helng put on, the nev
principle of luse being tstablished, <bitte cames a greet
surprise. Tht cross beoes transfigured la tht stoty
ai love. Tht yaks, so hirt ta talcs, ià <oant sasy.
Tht burdeu, once avaided, is light. Nature in ber
priât andi selfisin coulci do naîhing ta vin heavea

AItliber service and toit vert only tht operatien cf
seli-merely a bartering ai hurn righ<eausness for
tht righteousness ai Christ. But nov, wben every-
thing is changed as ta its spirit andi inspiring motive,
a new estimate cornes in. New values accrue te tht
very things wbicb vere valueless as works hefore
WVhertas pidan suthaiseesm couai do rsoing
worthy ta bc counttd ini the Christian inventory, nov
love cani do nothing sa strail as ta bo overlooked. Ail
is nov dame, not as once in tht nanse cf self; but sinu.
ply in the name ai a disciple. The meit coenn
place lieé is at once lilted te a higher plane. These
may be littit roons for sucb nsarked changes as shal
surprise the loober-on. The course of ik nay flow
on much as befare But Christ knows, end the asev
luse eft ho Christian lcnows that a marvellous secret
bas been created.

%Vt bave st a floyer flot unlike a million others,
but that anc blossomn was wortb the wbole millieu. It
beli a charm ai association. . It ettfoldot a secret of
lave. And <bis love vas something which perhaps
anly <vo hearts could find in the symbol; only these
twa coulti meesure -t. Se when we do in Chfites
naîne, andi for His love, any service hovever smal,
even tht giving of a cup of watts, vs lift the poor
endeavour into sublime valuation. Whsa nself, and
for self, is the meantit pebhle, becomes a psar), a dia-
manti in the ïIervict of loving discipleship.

No encox agenient couldigo heyond <bis. No mu-
tive coulti ho strong.r te take us out of t" bai-renness
oi self inta the fruitfintss ai doing ail ta the glory et
Christ.-G. CWak, DI.

WVHAJ' NOT 7O DO FOR .SICK PEOPLE.

Doan'tmate afuis. Daz't bustiedou't &getdont't
prognssicate. Dou't boit consultations ins or about
tht patien>s room, recounting ail your own aud yoiar
ntighbour's experiencss iu what you suppose te, have
beta lite cases Dont< metdîte and advise and ex-
periment. Ws ail »..d a great duat more lstting
aimas titan vs get, and viten ve are sick it la orne ef
our prime nesds. If mortuary lists veto honostly
tabulateti vs shouit find that mors people have betu
bored to death than have dié fi-cm egIecL The
peat of the aick-roem is the mnevitabl friend vito
drops in te " choit, up n the patient, the gliatenlg tyts
a"t dusWe cheok- vhicb such mniaistratios evoke
being bailed as evidences of succoas by tbe vol-
meatsing persecutot.

Daas't <e the patient w"bquuiiashot ftor
drink, but prsent the proper quantity at sultae in-
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