2450 LETTERS ON CHRISTIAN UNION.

Wears of deep serrow trickle down Paul’s checks while he listens to
these sad revelations,  Ytis new—it is all to him entirely new. e
oaly finds utterance for one sentenee, and he says in the sadness of
wntold unguih of »pirit,—* Whereas there is amoag you envying, and
strife, and divisivns, are ye not carnal; and walk as men 27

But we must again refor to Paul’s gospel, and observe with greater
diligenee its puwer of unity.  Fle prekehes ove mission to carth, one
saarifice fur sin, one Lord and 3aster in the Leavens,—these centering
tnoue Clirist Juesus, Lord of the living and the dead. In these in-
spired fucts Paul finds for man Qivine grace, love, lowliness, truth,
purity, autlority, spivituality, unity ; that is to say, union, spiritual
power, obudivnee, Lolinees, veracity, huneility of mind, affeetion, and
forgiveness are all enforced bv the apostle from these few facts of in-
spired grandeur that lie recounts concerning Christ.  All these are
in the guspel —embodicd in the Lheaven-devised scheme that he preaches
—and uut any one of them an appendage to it.  Are there motives
in the goopel for Lumanity—for charity—for virtue? There are mo-
tives also fur uuity.  Are there motives in the gospel for speaking the
trath—for merey—{or affectivn and forLearance?  Where arve motives
alsu for unity.  Are thore motives in the gospel for a striet compliance
with-the divine will expressed in the preeepts of the Lord of life? There
are motives also for mnity.  May we not thercfore say that it would be
as expedivnt and as cousistent with the mind of the Spirit to get up
plaus of Chilstian luve, of Clinistian spirituality, of Christian forgiveuess
and grace, as to =kctel and enforee a scheme of Christian union ?

Juthiere I min called upon to offer an explanation. In speaking of

union meetings and plans of urion, I am not willing to be understood

as treating them with.contempt, or turning wway from them with dis-

dain, or standing up against thom opposingly. So far from anything like
this, it aiffords me sincere pleasure to learn that professing men agree to
mcet ong auother fo confer upon the evils of division, and to treat of
the duty of promoting union. In all these movements there are hope-
ful indications, not indeed in the intrinsic merit of what is doue, in

itself considered, but as a preparation for better thingsin time to come.

Oue of the greatest and most insuperable barriers to the correct under-
stanaing of the orzcles of Gud—to the reception of the truth—and con-
seyuently, to the unity tanght and effeeted by the truth, is that some-.
thing which men call prejudice. At present the influence of prejudico
extends so fexifully wide, a5id insinuates itself into the graces of men
in such a varicty of forms, that the cars of professors are closed against



