OPENING OF THE LONG-EXPECTED
GERMAN OFFENSIVE ON WEST FRONT

Field Marshall Haig’s Report States That Enemy’s Losses Were
Very Heavy—British Positions Penetrated but Enemy
Failed to Attain Objective.

A despatch from London says: On fort\ divisions have been identified on
the British front in Northern France |the battle front. No such concentra-|
the Germans on Thirsday began what [tion of artillery has been seen since

the war began.
may be the greatest battle of the war. On the - southern battlefield a bitter |e
The attack was made on a scale|struggle waged on Friday. The en-
hitherto unknown during this war of |emy had 1,000 guns in one small sec-
major offensives. | tor—one for every 12 yards.

Field Marshal Haig's report from fighting was proceeding Friday morn- ’,
British headquarters in France de-'j
geribes the German offensive as com-
prising an intense bombardment by
the artillery and a powerful infantry
attack on a front of over 50 miles.
Some of the British positions were
_penetrated, but th¢ German losses are
declared to have been exceptionally
heavy.

On no part of the long front of the
attack did the Germans attain their
objective. ]

A despatch from British Army
Headquarters in ance says: The

ermans ‘on Thursday launched a
fcn\'y attack against the British lines
over a wide front' in and near the
Cambrai sector, and the assault bears
all the ear-marks of being the be-
ginning of the enemy's much-heralded
grand offensive.

Hard fighting is proceeding from a
point north of Lagnicourt southward
to Gauche Wood, just below (;(\1'(‘Ll~
court.. The attack was preceded by
heavy bombardment from guns of n”
calibres, and the duel between the op-
posing heavy batteries has been rock-
ing the countryside for hours. 'd machine guns. The German artil

The Germans have employed . gas lery, too, | uffered he
shells freely, and a corstant stream of work by the A
high velocity shells has been breaking massed guns fine tar-
with frightful concussion far back of Jdestructive work.
the British lines from London

Germany is staking everythi during the
this play, and if the gres along the front in France
fails to break clear through, it is be- aided materially the infantry forces
lieved that the Germans will be fin- killing or wounding many Ger-
fshed, for they have nothing further with their machine guns while
to offer, except a gradually weaken- at low according t
ing defence. 3ritish _ official statement issued

A despatch Thursday night dealing with aviation
Headquarters 1§ France In addition, British aireraft bombed
Germans on Friday contir mportant military positions behind
sault against the rn\mr»vu in the C: the line and aviators accounted for nu-
brai sector, notably in the region of merous German airmeén in battles
Croiselles and Hargicourt. At least

NAVAL BATTLE

| selles,
The hardest fighting on Thursday in |
the northern battle was between (ho

ki

was retaken on Thursday evening in|
a brilliant counter-attack. A I-nzht|
sun at midday to-day rendered ob- |
servation possible. [
Great numbers of Austrian cannon
are declared to have been transferred
to the western front to reinforce the|
German artillery. Bulgarians, too,
thave been brought into the field by
the German command, it is declared, |
the understanding being that thej
to be used as a strategic reserve,
Altogether the indiecations are that
the Central Powers have massed
possible rces at their disposal on
the ern front their present
drive. The prospects seem, however,
that they will need every man of them
if they keep up ‘hwn k long with
s initial fc as all

ate that the German
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GERMAN ATTACKS
OFF DUNKIRK  ARE CHECKED ~

Results in Sinking of Four (.er- | French Drive Back Three Enemy
man Rdldem—-—\o Allied | Assaults in the Champagne
Vessels Sunk. Sector.

A despatch from London says: Two
German destroyers and two torpedo |
boats were sunk in a naval engage-
ment off Dunkirk on Thursday morn-
ing. The British official report reads:

“Vice-Admiral Douer reports that |
an action occurred off Dunkirk be-|
tween 4 and 5 o'clock on Thursday
morning. Two British and three
French destroyers were engaged with
a force of German destroyers which
had previously bombarded Dunkirk
for 10 minutes. Two enemy destroy- |
ers and two enemy torpedo boats are ‘ g o7
believed to have been sunk. Surviv- i T‘.(..l;-r:jn“(e,r:;_n:“‘:md:i:e;:;t'

: - e a £l S
ors have been picked up from two en- stroyed and four badly damaged

emy torpedo boats. ¢ :
a series of combats with our air

“No allied vessels were sunk. One { siisaituon Th ;
British destroyer was damaged, but v\flero Bed '](“n";:‘ (‘(n;'m" r_nz]whlx]‘cls 3
3 ur special arti §

reached harbor. - The British casual- »
Tery. ['h
|

A despatch from Paris says:—Viol-|
ent artillery engagements are re port-
ed in the official statement issued by
the War Office on Friday The
statement reads:

“Great activity by the artillery
early Friday became most violent
this afternoon at divers points north
| of Chemin-des-Dames, in the region
of Courcy and Pompelle and in the
| Champagne south ‘of Moronvilliers.
| Three attacks made by the enemy |
| north of Souaine and east - of the

de-
in

were

.

ties were slight. There were na
French casualties.”
sl i
RED GUARDS CAPTURE
SIBERIAN

<>
FARM WORK BEGINS ‘
IN SASKATCHEWAN |
A despatch from Regina says:|
| Spring work has begun on the farms
in Southern Saskatchewan, the earliest |
start in several years. Farmers of te
the Forget and Carlyle districts are'e
plowing, while harrowing has start-|
ed near Fillmore. Hon. George
Brown, who has been nrgamzmg local |

TOWN |
A despatch {r:n‘Mow OW SAYS:I—
Red Guards and revolutionary troops
have recaptured Blngoueuhuhonsk
after a battle with the Cossacks. They
have restored the Soviet authority as
well as order in town

Recent despatches said that the
Siberian Bolsheviki had murdered a
number of Japanese at Blagovieshtch-
ensk, which lies 500 miles north of
Harbin. The Bolsheviki leaders, in-
eluding the president of the local
Boviet, later were arrested and im-| chances. The earliest start of seed-|e:
prisoned by Cossacks and volunteer! ing in this province was April 3, ac- |
militia. The Red Guards and %ailors | ¢ording to official records.
in the city were disarmed. —_——
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BRITISH GIRLS STUDY RADIO

May Become Operators

l

on |

% |

Coastwise Ships. |
|

|

|

ater

zlish girls are taking up wireless
slegraphy, says a London correspond- |
nt. The Marconi Company has start- |

telegraphy at its
At present the

wireless 1
|

|
but this |
|

The course deals with slip reading, |

good shape for seedimg, but farmers | punching, record reading and the gen- |

ral.duties of a wireless station.

The |

girls will be drafted to land stations |
when efficient and will go

on night
uty in rotation.

It is not proposed to extend the use

of women to ships for the present,|
but if this is to be altered it probahly‘

will apply on\y to coastwise shipping. |

jinto effect of the

Y S——

DAYLIGHT SAVING BILL
HAS NO DEFINITE
A despatch from Ottawa says: No
definite time is fixed for the coming
Daylight Savings
Bill. The Act, which hds been print-
ed for distribution, es that its pro-
visions will be in force in each year
during such time as may be presecrib-
ed by the Governor-in-Council. The
expectation is that the time fixed will
be the same as in the United States
The bill gives the Railway Board pow-
er to advance by one hour the stand-
ard time used by the railways of Can-
ada for such period as may be
scribed by the board.
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PALESTINE TOWNS
CAPTURED BY GEN. .\Ll.ﬁ.\'lﬂ'.

from London says:

The
advance in|

CANADA TO ASSIST !me Erin's Green Isle

IN SHIPBUILD[NG

Orders Placed for 43 Steel and
46 Wooden Vessels at Cost
of $64,500,000.

A despatch from Ottawa says: De-
‘tulls of the Canadian (m\grnmentﬁ‘
plan for assisting in meeting the n?ed
of the allies for merchant ships were
given by Sir Robert Borden in the
course of his speech at the opening of
Parliament. Already much has been
done in the Dominion by the Imperial
Government through the Imperial
Munitions Board for 43 steel ships,
with an aggregate tonnage of 211,300
tons, and 46 wooden vessels, with a
total tonnage of 128,400 tons. The
total value of these vessels $64,-
500,000; 12 shipyards are now work-|
ing on orders from the Imperial Muni-
tions Board and their capacity is be-
| ing brought up to approximately 250,

000 tons a year.

| Berths vacated by the completion of
ships ordered by the Munitions Board
will be utilized at once by the Domin-
ion Government. Four cargo steam-
ers with a total tonnage of 23,500 tons
are to he completed and placed in
m year. Next year,
however, 50 steel ships are to be con-|
d. For the manm year, the
rnment has i order-
m-(‘nnnril an l'\{)l'.m”\ll‘ of $25,000,-
)00 on shipbuilding.
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Becene of British Aeria] Activities in Germany’'s Industrial Centres.

Map shows most of the more important German

towns well within

German borders bombed some as many as six times by Allied aviators.
Berlin is about 450 miles from the Western Front, and within range of the

Allied airplanes.

A counter-attack | URGE
The

Ke- |
Deir
a of and gives to the Germans
and se-

high
Airmen
dropped 470 bombs on establishments
in the vicinity
Direct hits were

station.
ob-

I'HE FARMERS
TO GROW FLAX CROPS.

A despatoh from T
| defection of Russia deprives
the
est flax-producing area in the
Iu consequence there will be a tre-
mendous demand by the allie r flax,
which is used extensively in the manu

facture of airplanes other in

struments of war, and the Provincia
‘:md Federal Departments of Agricul
‘(un- are now discussing plans to en-
courage the production of flax in this
province. The Canadian Flax-Grow-
ers’ Association recently called the
attention df the authorities to the

need for flax production. They claim
that flax does not exhaust the soil to
so great an extent as barley or wheat,

that profits are assured irrespective of

| weather conditions, that when flax has
| hgen pulled the land is in excellent

condition for the cultivation of fall
| wheat, and that flax production on old
sod land kills the destructive wire
;worm. |

world

and

sl
RUSSIA SPENT ON WAR
OVER $25,000,000,000 |

|
|

A despatch from Petrograd say
Russia’s total war expenditures
now 50,699,275,000 roubles.

Russian troops in the Pokov sector
have retired ten versts, a German
ultimatum having been presented to
them as a result of an attack on Ger-

man troops.
| In consequence of the disorganiza-
tion of transport, an aerial postal ser
vice between Petrograd, Moscow and
the Crimea, and between Petrograd
and Sweden is planned for the
future.

It is reported -that.the Ukrainian
Government negotiating a h\an'
from German banks.
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| Happenings

[epatches by

[ VALUE

as compared with the previous

| cavalry draf’

| goons,

NEWS BY MAIL FROM IRE-
LAND'S SHORES.

in the Emerald Isle of
Interést to Irish-
uow

The Irish Railway Executive Com-
mittee have granted the same weekly
war increase in wages as in the case
of British grades.

An order has been made by the

, Ministry of Munitions, for the control

of flax seed for sowing now eor in
course of transit to Ireland,

The new railway line between Bray
and Greystones has been completed,
and trains are now running regularly
over the road.

The commander and crew of H.M.S.

|
| Vanguard were awarded £850 salvage

for services to a Russian vessel off
the southwest coast of Ireland.

Miss B.'Beatty, a Wexford girl, has
distinguished herself by leading a
company of cadets in the fight for the
Kerensky Government at Petrograd.

Captain W. H. Beaumont Nesbitt,
M.C., who was killed in action, was the”
son of Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Nesbitt,
Edenberry, King’s County.

Lieut. John A. Harvey, Royal Dub-
lin Fusiliers, killed in action, was a
son of Rev. Ralph Harvey, the Rec-
tory, Charleville, County Cork.

Among those mentioned in de-
Sir Douglas Haig Is Ad-
jutant F. W. H. Magee, of the Ulster
Divigion,

There is a complete dearth of turf
in the Castlerea district, and the work-
house has one single sod within
its walls,

not

o
SUMMER PASTURE.

VALUE OF
What Experiment of the Commission
of Conservation Shows.

small field of summer
on the farm is very vz
If the ordinay
short and dried up during July and
August, the pie summer
pasture will tide the stock over- the
dry pasture period. If the ordinary
pasture then  the summer
mixture can be cut for hay or allowed
to ripen as a crop. It i excellent
crop with which to see n, espe-
cially when pasture rly, and
may be sowp/hfter - spring
seeding jeCompleted

Summer

A

SOW

pasture
luable in
pastures

n
many ways,
are
to

ce sown

is good,

pasture mixture were
sown on a number of farms last year
with good results, in connection with
the Illustration County work being
conducted by the Commission of Con-
servation in Dundas county, ‘Ontario,
On e man's farm five were
gown as follows: one acre and
vetches, one acre and peas, and
three acres to a mixture of wheat,
oats and barley. This field enabled the
farmer to save for hay other five
acre 10
20

on acres

to oats

to oats

ield, which gave a yield of
tons. The summer pasture grew
1 that, when ready f« it was
fenced across and only half of it pas-
tured. The two and half acres,
however, pravided the main  pasture
for 12 cows during July d-most of
August, and caused an increase of 35
pounds per day in mill , which
held up for more than a month, while
other pastures were sho The other
half of the field yielded six loads of
mixed feed cut green 1ade into
The field was sec to
and timothy, and the onset of the win-
ter found it in splendid condition with
a good catch of grass anskrslpter

Best results on this farm were
tained from oats tches,
wheat, oats and barley next,
and peas last. Plan now to
year; it means more feed
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OF FISH CATC(H
INCREASED §3.317,670.
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A despatch from
Canada’s production of
last fiscal year, according t
nual réport of the Fishe
of the Department of Marine
Fisheries just issued, was valued
$39,208,278, an increase of $3,347,670

year
value of

says:
the

an
branch
and
at

There was an increase in the f

the catch in all the provinces with the
exception of Ontario, where smaller
catches of trout, whitefish, pike and
pickerel resulted in a de of over
half a million dollars. 1-
mon heads the list in val
tal of $10,882,431
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( ANADIAN TROO
ARRIVE
A despatch from Ottawu Tt
is officially announced, through the
Chief Press Censor’s Office, that. the

IN ENGLAND

snys:

| following troops have arri

Lord Strathcon
34th Fort Garr,
draft; Royal Canadian Dri>
cavalry draft; Machine Gun
(orps draft; Engineers; Central On
| tario Regiment, infantry draft; Naval,
draft and details.

in England:

cavalry

—_—

After the dust is wiped uﬁ am
a little cnmphnr on a «
brighten it”

To keep potatoes from sprouting,
fill 4he barrels half fill and give
them a good shaking : vasionally.

A parachute for aviators that has

Lbeen invented in England is compact

enough to be wérn in a helmet, ready
for instant use.




