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pass out of cultivation, and a great deal

great roads in the hands of .such a com-
migsion, at the head of which there would
be a road making ‘engineér of high repu-
tation, The plan‘would be to give such
a gommission absolute authority in regard
to the employment of men and the ex-
penditure of the money devoted to road
making, and keep the commission wholly
free from political influence. By some such
plan as this New Brunswick within a com-
paratively shart time could have really
good roads. It seems highly improbable
that we shall ever have good roads unless
that sort- of policy is adopted. :
1t is the fashion of governments in this
province to view with distrust any pro-
gressive policy which seems to involve
the surrender of any political lever which
the politicians have been accustomed to
have in their hands. But, if one ¢on-
siders the effect which control of the roads
had upon the old. local government, and
has bad upon the Hazen government, it
will be seen that politically it would be
wise to take the roads out of politics. The
same is true with regard to an agricultural

The increase in land values that would
follow a gustained good roads policy in
New Brunswick would ynquestionably be
very great. In building up the province
every ten miles of good roads added would
be a very great advantage.

‘Some of Mr. Hazen's supporters have
attempted, in almost every county, to per-

‘“Some things are hard to understand.
There is a law on the statute book popu-
larly known as the Lemieux Act. It prob-

good. But,.since the great mass of Cana-
dians are more fair-minded than the typi-
cal Conservative, the narrow partizanship
which the Colonist regrets is one of the
causes tending to keep the Conservatives
8o long in opposition. Another outstand-

some day. they too mmight “belong.”
if you like; yet suggestive of many things,

a pretty sight, but something more. Q{ne
 wandered as they entered the senocl room
how the alert figure in red would reward
‘them for theéir steady marching and their
keen mterest, how he would stimulate
them anew. Would he tell them tiat
story of another company of boys, wcarce
older than themselves? It might be fitting
if he knew it. Once—so the tale rums,
and it is true—when half of this continent
was convulsed by war that trod red over
many states, a military school lay in the
path of one of the invading armies. Old
men and young had been drained from
the territory all about to hold the enemy
in check, but there was still one gap to
be filled, and there was no force available
for the work. Then, on the parade ground
of the military school, the cadets were
drawn up by their commander; and in a
few solemn, sentences he placed the situ-
ation before them—and called for volun-

darkness to stop the gap to fill which
grown men were lacking.

Men have disputed much since as to the
necessity for any such action, but that is
aside from the story, which has to do with
the spirit the boys displayed in that hour
when duty meant certain peril and prob-
able death. The enemy’s cavalry rode

tap of the drum that historic night, and
who stood setaunch when the enemy
charged home at daybreak. And when

ing the roads of this province and the
signal failure of the Hazen government to
carry out its promises:
“To the Editor of the Telegraph:

Sir,—I notice a photo in this morning’s

Just some boys there in the rhadow,

of examples to be found in this province,
proving to thd hilt the statements re-
| peatedly made in thia journal regarding

stirring many an odd chord of memory—|the condition of  the roads and bridges

under the Hazen govérnment's manage-
ment, ; x .

‘

TAKE QFF THE LID

-That which some hundreds of citizens
witnessed in Main street yesterday when
a small portion of the pavement was dug
up, is calculated to set the town to think-
ing. It ought to inspire the few alder
men who have heen in favor of a real in-
vestigation to make a courageous and de-
termined stand in the Council today.

Mr. Carleton ‘was mot allowed to begin
just the sort of inquest he wanted yester-
day. In some degres he was impeded and
bullied by representatives of the paving
company—which company a few days since
professed eagerness for any and all sorts
of investigations. - The city officials and
aldermen gave Mr. Carleton neither en-
couragement nor decent co-operation, The
spectators who were close enough to hear

ious or willing that he should have every
opportunity to go about the investigation
in his own way. Yet he could disclose
nothing more than the truth.

In epite of these facts—and they reflect
little eredit upon the city government and
its men—Mr. Carleton made good his case,
and hie contentions are not to be set aside

heeded by no one. The damage to the
pavement done in the course of diggmg up
the whole truth will be damage done in a

ishould be a real investigation of the pav-
ling contract for Main street, and all of
the circumstances in connection with that
work,

The aldermen began, a week or two ago,

over this matter was due to unjustifiable

| by night.

their aldermen.

to the letting of future contracts there
must be greater care
circumspection and publicity.
But today, as was the case yesterday, and
last week, and last month, and last year,
the great need is for a real investigation
of those departments which spend the
people’s money. If the aldermen do not
admit this need, a great majority of the
taxpayers do. The lid must come off. /

THE SOLDIERY OF THE AIR
Lord Montagug of Beaulieu, who is giv-
ing much attention to aviation, contributes

engines of lighter weight have been de-
veloped, neither the aeroplane nor the
tdirigible could be used extensively in war
“except for reconnaissance work.” The air
machines, he says, will not at once re-
| volutionize war either by land or sea,
“but ‘the progress in airmanship will very
shortly modify the tactics of commanders
of armies and make war more terrible in

any modern army, would be quite as use-
ful for reconnoitering as 10,000 cavalry.

The unseen foe is frequently
more dreaded than the one that is visible.

Every great natijon today is busily ex-
perimenting with . war machines, but no
one of them is loudly advertising the 1e-
sults of its experiments. The facts regard-

For the ratepayers, too, there is a les-
Son in the situation. They have not hither-
to displayed a reasonable degree of inter-
est in civic matters, or in the selection of
Within  the last few
weeks they have seen their representatives
on trial, and have had an opportunity to
judge every man by what he has said and
done. This sort of test in civic matters is
a highly healthful one, It should now be
established, for one thing, that in regard

and much greater

The study of some of the famous battles|
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own on the Atlantic with St. John as its
Canadian -winter terminus. There is the
Canadian Northern to come also, and it
must have its fleet, and a line from Que-
bec to tide-water here. There has been
complaint by some that progress in these!
matters has been slow, and to a certain;’
extent that is true, but these are immense |
projects and delay in enterprises so great!
is neither uncommon nor unexpected. It
is a matter for congratulation, howe\'er.;

NOT: AND COMMENT |

A Conservative contemporary says:

“Western Liberals apparently have had
a8 row over who was to ride in the cab!
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier in the Edmonton
reception. Evidently some politicians be- |
lieve it is only a step from the cab to the!
cabinet,”

‘King square fountain.
i - * -

]
} The attempt to blame Mr. Carleton for

| been reduced by 3,000 in Toronto alone
:in three months. We cannot afford’ a
| hydrophobia panic in New Brunswick, but
lif in some fashion we could contrive to
and

I get rid of about 10,000 useless dogs,
place proper restrictions upon the owners

jproﬁtable in this
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