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This Shocking Disaster Makes Gen.|¥
White's Position Dangerous.

Queen Victoria Expresses Sympathy for Gen. White and His
Officers—France Delighted at the British Defeat.

2

LoNDoN, Oct. 81.—The war office haw
zeceived a despatch from Gen. White,
eommanding the ‘British forces af Lady-
smith, reporting that the Royal Irish
Fasiliers, No. 10 Mountain Battery and
the Gloucestershire regiment were sur-
rounded in the hills by the Boers, and
after losing heavi'y were obliged to capl-
tulate. Gen. White adds that the cssu-
sliies have mot yet been ascertained.

The following is the text of General
White’s despatch to the war office:—

Lapyswrs, Oct. 30,185 p. m. I have
to report & dieaster to the column sent
by me to take s position on & hill to
guard the left flank of the troops. In
these operations today the Roysl Irish
Fusiliers, No. 10 mountain battery, and
the Gliucestershire regiment were eur-
younded in the hills, and after lcsing
heavily had to capitulate. The ecasuai-
ties have nof yet been rtained.

A man of the Fusillers employed as
an hospital ovderly came in under a-flag
of truce with a letter from the survivors
of the column, who asked for assistance
$o bury the dead. ‘I fear there is no
doubtet the truth of the report.

I formed s plan in the carrying out of
which the disaster occul snd I am
alone respensible for the There is
no blame whatever to the troops, as the

ition was un enable.

Gen. White, in a subae t despatch,
aays: The following is a lfst of the offi.

cers taken r8 todsy:—
Staf 8ye.
Irish ere—Cal, Carleton, Mgjor

Munp, Mejor-Kinea d, Capt. Burrowee,
QOapt. Rice, Capt. Silver, Lieut. Herd,
Lieut. Southey,
McGregor, Lieut. Holmes, Lieut. Kelty,
Lieut. Donner, Lieut. Kentish, Lieut.
Kinshsn, Lisut. Jeudwine, Chaplsin
Magthewe. Of the above Captaing Rice
and Siver and Lieut, Donner were

wounded.
Gloucestsbire rq:mont—-l!-ju Hom-
hrey, Major Capelcure, Msjor Wal:ace,
Bqn. Bancan, Oapt. Comnor, Lieat.

* Brysnt, Lient. Nisbet, Lieat. innhlm,

Lieut. Davy, Lieut. Knox, Iieut, Templa,
Lieut. Badice, Lieut. Breul, Lieut. Hill,
Lieut. Shart, Lieot. Smith, Lieunt. Mac-
Kentzie, Lieut. Beasley, Licut. Gray. Of
the above, Captains Duncac and Con-
nors were wounded.

Royal Artitlery—Wsjor Bryant.

Mountain battery—Lieut. Wheeler,

Lieut. Nugent, :Lieut. Mosre, Lieat.
Webb.

LADYSMITH IS THE XEY TO
ANATAL.
Loss of the British Base Wauld Be
8 Groat Catastrophe.

Ladysmith has been fre quently cailsc

- the Aldershot of South Africs witkin the
-past few weeke. It might alao be ealied
~$he key to Naial, At it are concentrated
the most of the Esglish fcrces in Natal,
with the Indian contingent and the
Ngtal volunteers, all wnéer the eom-
command of Genersl ir George Btewart

White. Ite surrender or capture by as-
sault before Genersl Buller and his
army corps can resch the fheatre of
war woull be a crushing blew to the
Eaglish arme and greatly prelong the

war, in the indirect result of sllswing:

the Bgera to overrun &ll Natal, in its in-
dire.$ result of ite eflect upon the waver-
ing loyelty of tie Cape Dutch and tre
natives, and in its moral effect upon the
mations who may be contemplating fc-
tervention or at least compensation for
:113 English acquisition in SBouth Af

leglmithluolm anunimportant town
of perhaps 3800 inhabitants, 180 miles
ap the railroad from Durban onthe coast,
and ef the junction of the branches
which run, one into the Transvasl
through Laing’s Nek Paes and the other
into the Orange Free Siate through
Man Reenan’s Pass. These two passes
s’e the mosé mcoegsibie of & mumber

_;

. ¢

BRITISH FORCESE:LOSE

'Fought Bravelv Until Their
Ammunition Ran Out.

Lieut. :Phibbs, Lieut. | ke

which pierce the Drakensburg Moun-
taine, which are the natural rampart of
the Dutch Reputlic and the Free Btate,
It therefore is at the base of the trian-
gular Klip River diatrict. which may be
described as & tringular promontory of
British territory jutting about & hundred
miles horthward into the Transvaal and
ending at Charlestown, or more exactly,
at Laing’s Nek. Here the frontiers of
the three states meet. The base of this
triangle is about 120 miles across and
Ladysmith is situated sbout orty miles
trom Van Reeman’s Pass and eightyfrom
Rorke’s Drift on the eastern extremity
of this base line. The town was namec
after the wife of 8ir Henry Smith, & for-
mer governor of Cape Colony.
The British force in Natal bas never
peen large enough in late years fo pre-
gerve inviolate this triangle of territory
in osse of war with the Boers, and there-
tfore Ladysmith two years sgo was se-
lected by the imperial suthorities as a
military camp on account of ita health-
folness and ite important strategical po-
sitiop. It holds the rsilroad from the
Free State and also commands the ad-
vance southwards of apy hostile force
fiom the direction of Laing’s Nek, Oas
of ihelemamt ol Oty Seem b bur
ha 2 y been r-
minas'of the railway when, in 1897, the
imperial suthorities decided to establish
s military camp there, a site to the.
sonth and near the river was eelected
and subatantial end thorougkly useful
buil 3 were erected.
To weat of the town the ground
rises rapidly to the foot of the Drak-
usberg Range. The floar of the whole
vidley in which the towndies is strewn
with kopjes, irreguiar heaps of rough
bonlders of from * 60 feet to:600 feet in
teight. To tke morth of the town the
iand rises rapidly, and theae hills have
been aiill! recently for the erection of
fortifisations which will play an import-
ant part in any opsrations in the district.
In short, gn weat and north, Ladysmith
is hemmed ip by hills and monutsins,
while to the south the land falls away
towards Colenso. :

Oa the outbresk of the vresent hostil-
ities the British plan of campaign was
to subardinate everything to holding the
Boers in check go sifely that mo great

| disaster might befall until -reinforce-

. ments might arrive from England. Ac-
cordingly the whole trisngular gtrip de-
scribed was p.acticelly absndoned to
the Boers, who oocupied ‘Laing’s Nek,
Charlestown and Newcsstle in .quick
succession, LadySmith, however, was
strongly garrisoned, and an outpost
agtablished under Genera! Symons at
Giencos and Dundee, These two towns,
respectively 41 and 47 miles up the rail-
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road from Ladysmith, are connected by
& short length of railway, by which the
coal from the fislds -mear Dandee
reaches the coast. Thesethree military
points are on the highest of the terraces
cf Natal which rige from the sea towards
the Drskkensberg. Entering the dis®
trict from the due west, the traveller mees
in front of him, crowning the horizon,
the sharp escarpment of the Baggare-
berg, & minor ridge which runsfrom
east to west, from Imputshrini to Glen-
coe, thus sharply catting off all the
country to the north, including Newcas-
13 and Charlestown. From the fsct
that Glencoe is-4,304 feet above sea lev:1;
and that Charlestcwn has an altitude of
5385 feet, it will. be undsrstood
that after passing Glencoe the rail-
way continues to rise. Down this 111pe
came the Boer forces under Joubert, Kru-
or, it is said, being with the army. At
adysmith the mass of the English force
awaited the attack whose brunt of course
was to fall on the outposts at Glencoe
and Dandee, The Boer plan of cam-
.paign so0 far a8 can be judged hse been
to advance their main column south
slong the railroad from Lasing’s Nek;
while from the east & supporting colamn
undet Commandant Ersemus came in
from Vryheid, and from the west the
Free Btste burghers poured through
tVu':’ Rsenan’s Pass to aseiet in the at-
ack, %

' HOW LONDON FEELS.

General White Blamed for Being
‘Out Generaled.

Loxnox, Oct. 31—There was & contine.
ous stream of callers at the War Office
today until s late hour, everybody
snxiously inquiring regarding yester-
days casualties near Ladysmith; but the
War office declared that, nothing had
been received since Sir George White’s
despatch communicating the:nsws of the
captare of the Royal Irish Fusiliers and
the Gloucestershire regiment.

This delay in getting farther intel.
ligence is  attributed in part
to the break down of the
east coast cable; but it stands to resson
that the War office must be pusseesed of
rarther news which it is probably not
thought advisatile should be published
a8 yet.

The disaster hascaused a faeling akin

to consternation, and in Glouceatershire
and the North of Ireland, where the
capiured regiments were recruited, the
blackest gloom p.evails, many families
thsre awaiting with beating hearts the
names of the slsin and wounded, which
are fally expected to reach a high figare.
Many homee are already in mourning
in coneequence cf losses sustained by
these regiments in, previous engage-
ments.
Public anxiety was increased by a
special despateh from Ladysmith, pab-
lished in tbe late editions of $he London
afternocon papers, to the effect that be-
fore dsrkness yesterday tne Boers re-
occupied the old position held by their
heavy ertillery, whiebh Genaral White
had reported silenced by the guns of the
naval brigade from the Yowerful, and
had opened fire again.

The despstch further says:—

“The enemy 8re A&gain elosing in and
the situation is ome of grave auxietv,
Beyond doubt the Boer retirement yes-
terday (Monday) was & ruse todraw
Gen. White into the hilly country and
away from the British samp.”

This lagt sentence is signifieant and
confirms the opinion of military experta
here that Genersl White is allowing
himself to be outgeueraled by Command-
ant General Jouberf.

From the sesnty a.vices received up
to 11 o,clock p. m., it seems folerably cer:
tain that the disaster was & simple repe-
tition of the battle of Msjuba Hill,thongh

- allowed to march into a trap set fox them

on alarger seale, The two regiments were

&

by the Boers, It is simply & case of the |
Boer spider and the guileless British
ﬂitn In fact the whole engagement
day seems to have been brought on

by Commandant General Joubert, who
ilfully conceived a algnuc trap, out
of which, as the official despatoh shows,
glr gaorgo White only escaped with dif-

eulty.

Gen. White advanced the idesa of driv-
llgl the Boers from Tintwainyoni Hill, 7
miles out, which Gen. Joubert made an
oatentatious show of fortifying on Sun-

'the Boer commander left a force suf-
figient to draw Gen. White on, while the
mass of the Boers he moved stealthily
round the British right to deliver a flank
attack and to endeavor fo cut off Gen.
White from Ladysmith  The British
commander succeeded in beating off the
attack, but only with great difficalty.
and during the twurning movement his
troops suflered from a flanking fire,

of | has been raceived in London since the
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far been permitted to mention the disas-
ter, and no telegram _from Ladysmith

advices from the British commander.
This gives rise to the belief that com-
munications have already been cuf, in
which event some time must elapse be

fore details regarding British losses are
received.

It the war office officials have receiv-
ed information on this point, they have
refrained from publishing it. General
White’s estimsete that the British losses
were about 90 is evidently quite sep-
arate from the probable 1)eses in killed
and wounded smong the captured batta-

lions.
On this point there is the greatest
nge among the r« 1atives and friends
of the prisonere. It is supposed that the
stampeding of mules meant the oarrying
away of the reserves of ammunition and
that the troops capitulated after firing

'HEAVILY.

—

bayonets, and, accompan
sonnel of the artillery, ee’ssd a _hill on

the rounds which each man carried.

'Harsh thinge are maid in military

Ia the absence of news the morning

'? Loy’ L &
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pture 1,500 Officersahd Meh@
and a Mountain; Battery. *

v

T

portion of the regimental small AYIm 810e-
munition,

The reserve was llarly

ont. A
The infantry battalions,however, fixed
{ed by the per-

the left of the road, two m:les from the
Nek, with but 1 ttle opposition. | There
they remained nanmolested tilld wn, the
time being ocpupied in organizing the
defence of the hi 1and constructizg sione
sangers enl walls as cover from fire.
At dawn & skirmishing attack on [omr
tion was commenced by the enemy
nt made no way until 9.30 s, r., when
strong reinforcements enabled them ‘to
rush to the sitack with great snergy.
Their fire became very searching, and
two companies of the Glonceaters in am
sdvance position were ordered to fal
back. The enemy then pressed £s ahort
range, the losses on our side bseoming
very numerous. .
At 3 p, m. our ammunition wie prac-
tically exhausted, the positiox wzs osp--
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circles of the British tactics, which
~ave made possible tke ambush of the
18th Hussars at Glencce snd now the
losa of two fine regiments. It is feared
that Sir George White is no match for
for the Boers in that canning by which
Boer tactios :-are conceived; and it ie
pointed out that, if the British command-
ers continue to lead their men into
traps further disasters must be looke:

for,

An interview published with & British
oficer, whose name is withheld but who
s described as “a well-known general
with a distingunished record during the
Indian mutiny,” in the course of which,
he s severe criticism upon the con.
duot of the campaign. .
» wYesterday’s disaster,” says the officer
in question, “is only another proof of
seriaus blundering. . Although 8ir Geo.
White is & good reginiental commander
he doea not seem to excel in strategy or
the mansgement of & big division.
1egard the Glencoe business as & fair
sample of blundering.”

Proceeding to discnss the engagement
'af Glancoe the officer observen:

“Some of the enemy’s officers were al-
lowed to ocompy and plant gums on Te-
lans hill. Nothing was done to stop
this untilthe Boers began fo shell Gien-
cos on the following morning. Ae for
yesterday’s casualty it seems inexcupable
that the two regiments should have been
a'lowed to eeparate themselves from the
main body, especially with a consider-
able ewarm of the enemy against them.
Iknow I am expressing the opinion or
maw mili ary officers.

“We're disgusted with the war coffice
for having prematurely allowed the issa-
ance of glowing reporta of victories with-
out equal frankness and promptitade in
disclosing the circumstances discounting
these reporte.”

Sir George White’s hone:t admission
of full responsibility and the terms of hia
despatch are regarded in some circles as
virtually plecing his case in the haads of
the bome authorities, and it 1s even
ramored late this evening that the war
office has already dacided to smporssde
bizr. The report, however, is discredited
in well informed quartera.

About 6,000 fresh troops will arrive at
Cape Town on Sanday next from Eong
land and will be available to re-izforze
8ir George White. Transports will ax-
rive there daily after Sanday uctil, by
the end of next week 28,000 troops will
have been landed in South Africe.
These men are intended for General Sir
Redvers Buller’s army, but they will un-
doubtedly be despatched to Nat:l if the
aituation theze should bscome perilrus.
The British army wijl eventually reach
the total of 89,624 of which 69,624 will
be regulais and the other 20,000 mi:cel-
leneous, but excellent colonial froopt.

Loxpox, Nov, 1—An ominous curiain
has sgain descended upon affai:s in
Natal. No deapatch, except the official

BPECE=. 1%

telegrams of General White, have thus

papers are reduced to speculation as to
how the disaster occurrad. The general
opinion is that a misuse of the cavalry
was the real reason for the fall into the
Boer trap. Apparently there was mo
cavalry to watoh over the mafety of the
missing columm. .

GENERAL WHITE'3 REPORT,

The British Fought Bravely Before
Surrendering.

Loxpon, Nov, 1.—The -British war
office today made public a despatch re-
ceived from Gen. White describing the
o erations of Monday. Iiwas as fo-
lows:—

Lapysmrrr, Ost. 81;7.50 p. m.—I fook
out from Ladysmith a brigade of mount-

1| ed troops, two brigade divisions of the

Roygsl Ariillery, the Natal fitl! battery

and two brigades of infantry to recon.
noiter in force the enemy’s main po-
gition to the - morth, and, if the oppor-
tunity- should offer, to capture the hiil
behind Farqubar’s farm, which had, on
the previous day, been held in 8 rength
by the enemy. In connection with tnts
asdvance, & colump, consisting of ths
Tenth Mountaio Art: 1 ry, four heif com-
panies of the Gloucestera snd six com-
panies of the Royal Irish Fastliers, the
whole under Lieat. Col. Carleion and
M:j:r Adye, deputy aestetint adjatanct
general, were dezpatched 8t 11 r, m, on
tne 29:h ‘0 msrch by night ap Belt’s
Spruit and geiz» Nicholson’a Nek, or
some position near Nicholeon’s Nek, thus
turning the enemy’s rizht flank, The
main advance was succesafally carried
out, the cbjactive of the atteck baing
found evacuated, and an artiilery duel
between ounr fi:ll batteries snd the
enemy’s guns of the position and Maxime
is understood to have caused heavy lozs
to the enemy. The reconnaissance forced
the enemy to folly disc-ose his poaition,
and, after strong counter attack on oor
right, the infantry brigade anl cavairy
nad been repuleed, the troops were (1 =-
ly withdrawn to camp, pickets beixng lelt
on observatior. Late in the engagement
t'e naval contingent, und r Captain
Lambtor,of H, M, 8, Powerfal, cime
into action and silencsd, with their ex
tremely accurate fire, the enemy’s gune
of pogitior,
The circumstances which attanded the
movements of Lieut. Col. Carlton’s col-
umn sée not yet fally known, but from
eports received the column sppears to
have carsed out the night march un-
moleséed, until within twomiles of Nich-
olson Nek. At this point two boulders
ro 13d from the hill, and a few rifle shots
stampeded fhe infantry mules, The
stampade ad to the battery mules,
which brokd loose from $heir leaders
and got awsy wigh practically the whcle
of thegun equipment and the greater

WAR MAP OF NATAL.

tured and the survivors of. the column
fell into the enemy’s hande. The enemy
treated omr wounded with humanity,
Gen. Joubert at once despatching & let-
ter to me offering 8 safe conduct to doe-
tors and ambun
wounded.} A medical officer and ‘parties:
to render firat aid to the wound *
despatched to the acene of sction fi¥
Ladysmith last night and the smbulance
at dawn this morning, i

The want of success of ' the’dolumm
was due to the misforsune of the mulms
stampeding and the sonsequent loss of"
the guns spd sms} Zarm ;émmunitiom-
and the reserve, >

The official iist of casualtiss;and
onars will he reported shor ty. The i
ter ars understood o hava been sent: by
rail to Pretoria. L

The security of Ladysmith ie'in no
way affected. !

OPINIONS OF PROMINENT MEN:

Ot Various Phases of the Canjpsign:
Won . in South Africa .., .&m

ZLonpoN, Nov. 1—Lord George Hamil--
ton, eecretary of state for India, speak-
ing at Ealing this evening regarding the
sitnation ‘in South Africs, said: “Our
ultimate victory is certaim; and when-
the tsrmas which we as vietors will pro--
pose to the vanquished ere- known for-
~ign nations will see that the main cause
which has forced us to embark upon this
conflict is not & deeire of psvaciary profit
or of territorial sggrandizement. but a
determi~ation to emazcipate a vast fer-
ritory fcr the common benefit of man-
kind from an ignoble a:d degrading-
tyrannv.” M .8la

The Eal of Belborne, under sccretary
of state for the colovise, spsaking sb
Dimlries. asig:—

*It is nos the fanlt of the n*ateemen of"
tbe Trapsvaal that we have ant pacome
embhrolle? =#ith some Earapsan nower,
It hostilities nada no: come when they
did they wonld have coms #i £3me mMo-
ment of national dacger anc difficulty.”

Baron 'I'weedmoutb. former parlis-
mentsry georetsry tothe treasury, speak-
ing at E {ingurgh, eaid:—

“The pubsiic mind has not be:en #0
moved since the news of tie dreadfal
events of the Indian mutiny. We, un-
fortunately, sre warnng witn & nation

selver, At this crisis all hearta goou ¢
to the brave Boers and to the amall
British army in Natal, which against
fearfal odde has performed magnificent
feats of valor. Itis not the t'me to eall
our opponents names or to utter cries o

vengence, but to back up Her Majesty’s
ministers, who bave a fearful, yes an

awfgl, responsibility npon. their should-

erz.
The Earl of Carrington, Liberal, epeak=-
(Oontinued on pages,)

of the same stock and religion a8 our- -
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