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An interesting rumor which finds
currency in some of the copyrighted

cables to New York papers, is that

h navy, and in the pre- 5 -
the German navy may soon come into

action, and that a great battle may
be fought in the North Sea within the
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the question out at the ballot box who incline to that view find support

The contention of the Telegraph anajfor 1t largely in the alleged mysteri-
ous preparations being made in the

other newspapers is not sound.

It must be remembered that the
JLiberals themselves, by their opposi-
tion to the Naval Aid Bill, were thej
first to ‘lxﬁect politics into the question
of assistance to the Empire’s defence,
If, in the course of time, they should
be called upon to make good their
bluff that the people of Canada should
propounce upon ‘the measure of aid
1o be granted to the Empire, the re-
sponsibility for developments must
rest with them. The people of Canada
have not forgotten that the Naval Aid
Bill was strangled by the Liberals in
the Senate, who cast their votes as
they were told to by the God of the
Liberal machine. The people of Can-
ada have not forgotten that, as the
gituation at Ottawa stands today, the
work of the Government can still be
__undone by the decrepit old gentlemen
" in the Senate who, ig €ir Wilfrid
" Laurier wills it, can do as they did
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German ships are being fitted with
guns much heavier than anylhing
now in use, and that target practice
is being indulged in in the Kiel Canal.
That this contention, however, is ut-
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tice ig concerned, wil be at once ap-
parent when it is known that the fa-
mous “Ditch,” which has entered so
largely into the considerations of the
German navy, is but 219 feet wide at
the surface and seventy-two feet in
width at the bottom, with a depth of
twenty-nine and a half feet. The nat-
ural waterways which it connects
are also much too narrow to be util-
jzed for target practice by heavy guns
as terrible as the new German weap-
ons are popularly reported to be.
More than likely the target practice
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