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OME-MEMBERS OF

{CHAMBERLA!N ’S COMMITIEE

Work of Inquiring Into the Cendition of
British Trade to Commence in
February..

)

London, Dec. 17.—If was announced
to-day that the following have already
accepted positions on Joseph Chamber-
lain’s commission of experts which is
to emquire “nto the cendition of British
trade and report thereon, with the ob-
ject of drawing up a fariff reform
measure: Charles Booth, of Liverpool,
former president of the Royat Statistical
Society; Sir Vincent Caillard, formerly
financial representative of Great Britain,
Holland and Belgium in Constantinople;
RKir Arthur Keen, vice-president of the
Tnsfitute of Mechanical Engineers; Sin
Wm. T. Lewis, president of the South
Wales Institute of Engineers;
Moseley;-who ‘has been sent on two:com=

mittees. to.the United States to-inguire |

into trade and eduecational conditions, in
that country; Sir Andrew. .Noble,.
ordnanee expert:-Hon. Chas. A, Parsons,
proprietor ‘of large eieetrical and engin-
éering. worksy. Sir Walter Pearce, agent-
general of Natal; 'C. A. Pearson, ‘the
well knowo newspaper proprietor: Sir
Chas, Tennant. chairman of tne
Bank of Scotiand; Sir alfred Jones,

president of the Liverpool Onember of :

Commerce and presiden{ «# the Liver-
pool shipowners,

also accepted positions on the commit-
tee. They include the Right Homorable
Henry Chaplin, former -president of the
board of agriculture, and Wm. Henry
Grenfell, member ‘of the Thaines ' Con-
servancy board; Sir.Alexander Hender-
son, member of the Stock Exchange; Sir
Alfred Hickman, member of the coun
of the Iron and Steel Imstitute. Ot
members of the committee are: Charles
Allen. nephew of Sir . Henrg  Bessem;
Wichard - idge, director ” of -depart-
ment stores; J. J. Candlish, fAass manu-
facturer; W. H. Mitchell, wool mamu
facturer; A. J. Waripg, jun., furniture
manufacturer; J. Howard Colls, a build-
er and contractor. - 3
The secretary of the commiftee
will be Wm. “A. S, Hewins, director of

the London school of :economics and |

political science, and teacher of meodern
economic history in the University of
Lefidon, ete. ; :

Mr. Hewins, will be assisted by a
large staff of experts and statistiaians.
It is intended that the committee shall
meet twice a day, commencing about the
2nd of February.

NINETEEN TRUE BILLS

Returned i)y Omaha -Grand Jury—Sen-
ator and Ex-Semator Indicted,

Omaha, Dec. 17.—The United. States
grand jury to-%rendered a report ‘to
the court retu I
These include indietments against Unit-
ed States Semator Chas. Dietrich for
alleged illegal leasing of a building to
the - government: to . be as_a ‘post
offiee: Farter Adjutant:

W.. Oolyy-for: “alléged  embeay
Danigt: Girns, ‘of Bassett, Neb.;
leged per, im-.‘_'svremngg, falsel

state -pntries;: B

¢, - Of ‘cons
United: States Seénaters P

>ostmaster John:
8. Mitchell, “of “Alma- Neb., charging

him with illegal use of postal stamps;
William M. Irwin, on charge of acting
as agent for Mitehell and against R, A.
Allan, president of Standard Cattle Com-
pany, for the alleged illegal fencing of
government lands. The other indictments
were' ¢ipiilar to that against Allan, but
do net. involve extensive tracts of land.

The jary reported it had further mat-
ters undér consideration.

DETECTION OF CRIMINALS.
M. Bertillon’s New S;;tem Has Proved
a Success.

Paris, Dec. 17.—M. Bertillon, the ex-
pert criminologist, has organized a new
system  for the detection of criminals.
Heretofore photos have been employed
for the detection, of malefactors, Now
detectives will be taught to search the
physiognomy for three or four striking
features, each of which has a mathemati-
cal value. Photographs accompanied by
measurements taken under this new sys-
tem will, it is claimed, make it practi-
cally impossible for an instructed detee-
tive to make,any misteke in the classi-
fication or detection of a criminal. Here-
tofore the errors made were as high as
70 per cent., while a trial of M. Bertil-
on’s new system has geduced the errors
to 1 per cent.

AUTOMOBILE RACE.
Contest For the James Gorden -Bennett
Trophy Will Take Place Next
July.

Paris, Dec. 17.—At a conference of
the
clubs of eight nations, it was decided
that the race«for the James Gordon Ben-
nett cup shall take place between July
7th and July 15th next, over a course 84
miles long. It was further decided that
machines can be driven hy men selected
by the eclnbs, which decision will open
the door to professional chauffeurs.

Alfred |

an.{

uUnfion |

A number of members of parliament |gan

nineteen true bills.-

.|. BO
*to

representatives of ;the nutomobiln|

THE PRINCE OBJECTS.

|
|
1 Resents Interference of Foreigners in the
National Affairs of Russia—Case
of States.

Paris, Dec. 17.—Prince Mestchersky,
of Russia, in a letter . to the Gaulois,
sharply eriticises the interference of for-
eign nations in the national affairs of
Russia, jciting particularly the case of
the United States. The,;Prince says: “If,
for example, public opinion in Russia
should be moved in behalf of the negroes
in America to the point of ;condemning
the American officials, I suppose those
attacked would say, "xou must not mix
in our internal affairs.’ That :would be
a strietly logical answer, just as much so
as the answer made by the people of
Russia.” |

The Prince says that M. Von Plehve,
the Russian minister of the interior, has
been (particularly maligned. He says:
“If Minister Von {Plehve pe guilty, the
Czar, who is responsible for the acts of
his minister, is equally gzuilty.” He
deeply deplores the calumny he has put
upon his country, explains the Russian
view of the Jewish massacres at Kishi-
neff, and praises the conduct of M. Von
Plehve.

SHOT BY. DETECTIVES.

Father and Son Killed in Fight Which Fol-
lowed Attempt to Arrest the
Former.

Los Angeles, Dee: 18.—~Trailed to their
lodging place and brought to bay within
the walls-of a small room, Joseph Choisser,
aged 50, and Louls’ Cholsser, aged 25,
father and som, have been shot and killed
4a a battle with Detectives Hawlay, Murph:

Cowan. " The three. officers  escal

and

thout injury. Both of the Choissers were
- killed instantly. .

'wo telegrams were received by Chief of

ing the arrest of Joseph Choisser on the
charge of obtaining money under false pre-
tences. There was no charge against young
Cholsser so far as known.

Detectives immediately began a search,
locating Cholsser at a lodging house. The
detectives searched the ledging house for
; the fugitives and entered without knocking

for admission. The elder Choisser was ly-
ing on the bed, and as the officers entered
‘he reached for his pistol. Before he could
“get it Detective Hnwlg seized it. At the

e t Louis Choi d fire

upon the officers. They returned the fire,
killing Joseph Choisser iustantly. The fire
from Louis Choisser's revolver became so
hot that the officers retreated into the hall,
- The young man followed thém, firing ‘his
weapon at Detective Murphy. Before he
could take aim for a second shot,” Murphy

and Cowan fired, killing him instantly.
‘When the clothing of the dead men was
searched, $1,800 was found on Louis Chols-
ser. The officers declare they ‘were forced
to shoot to kill in self-defence. The bodies
e =

i o

MORGAN’S PROTEST.

Ciaims Action of States Regarding Colom-
bia.1ls Contrary to Laws of Nations.
.Washington, Dec. 18.—In the Senate -to-
day ‘Semater Morgan introduced a resolu-
tion deeclaring that the President has no
right to wage war against any foreign
power without the censent of Congress
when such country is at peace with the
United States; that the provision of the
canal treaty between the United States
and Panama guaranteeing the independence
of the republic of Panama is In effect a
declaration of war with Colombia, and that
the intervention of the United States in
preventing Colombia from suppressing the
Bec of Panama is contrafy to the law
of neutrality and the :law of nations.

The- Final Appeal.

Paris, Dec, 18.—The *United Colymbian
committee” here gave out a statement to-
day-saying that Colombia would first seek
through a cemmission to Inddce the United
States to recognizeé Colombia's rights under
the treaty of 1846; second, If the commis-
sion Tails, Celombia will ask for the sub-
mission of the question to The Hague
court, and. if that is refused Colombia will
to war and rely en.the¢ Latin republica
) .come, to. her ald:

- MUST PAY CLATM.

‘Quiebec. Bank Will Receive $65,817 From

“the Bstate of A. D. Benjamin.’

Torento, Dee. 18.—The master .in or-
dinary this morning ordered the Toronto
General Trust Company, administrators
of the estate of A. D. Benjamin, Toron-
to, to pay the Quebec Bank $65,817.

The bank’s total claim was about $70,-
000 at the time of Mr. Beujamin’s deqth,
two years ago; and the bank officials
claimed that the administrators repre-
sented that the estate was of little value,
and hence the bank filed no claim.
Later they learned that a dividend of 20
per cent. had been paid, and at once in-
stituted proceedings to rank as creditors.
and also asked its portion of the 20 per
cent. dividend, which claim amounted to
$65,817. The master in ordinary finds
for the bank on the ground of resistance
of claims on improper and untenable
grounds by the administrators.

THE MANUFACTURERS

Declare Assoclation Is Non-Political—
Favors Revision of Canadian Tariu,

Toronto, Dec. 18.—The executive of the
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association has
issued an ultimatum to ‘the effect that the
assoclation is absolutely non-political, and
has  declared itself during the past two
years in favor of an early and thorough
revision of the Canadian tatiff. Such re-
vision is advocated in order that manufac-
turing in Canada may keep pace with
changed vconditions and the needs of our
market; that capital and labor in Canada
may be properly protected from specialized
and heavily protected industries of foreign
countries which use the Cnnaglnn market
as a dumping ground; that Canada's re-
sources may be gevelaped and Canadian in-
dustries built up, and that the surplus re-
quirements of the Canadian market may
be supplied from British rather than from
foreign sources.

NEW SOUTH WALES WHEAT.

Over Eighteen Million Bushels Avalilable
for Export.

Svdney, N. 8. W., Dec. 18.—The official
estimate of the wheat yield of New South
Wales is 28,570,000 bushels, an increase of
12,500,000 bushels compared with the record
of the.year 1901, About 18,500,000 bushels

i‘are available for export.
é

Police -Elkton from Equality, 111., réquest-:| h

WILL FIGHT TO BITTER END.

Colombians Ready For War Should
Visit of Reyes to State Prove
Unsuccessful.

Colon, Dec. 17.—The  United States
Cruiser Atlanta arrived here last might
from the Guif of Darien. °

Early in the morning of December
15th the Atlanta sighted a small schoon-
er in the gulf, and followed her to the
weskern shore, where the schooner at-
tempted to hide behind an island. Lieut.
Perrill, of the Atlanta; wae ordered to
board her, and thereupon a whaleboat
was. fowered. Through the courtesy of
the "naval . officer the corrgspondent of
the Association Press accompanied the
party on the whaleboat.

It was found that the schooner had on
board a hundred armed Colombian sol-
diers commanded by General Rafael
Novo, who said General Daniel Ouxtiz,
commander-in-chief of the Colombian
forces on the A'tlantic and Pacific, had
:al?irge camp a mile away on the main-

nd.

General Novo requested Lieut, Perrill
to land and confer with General Ortiz.
On the whaleboat’s appearance there
were repeated cries of “Viva Colombia,”
and there was a sndden concentration of
about 150 ‘Colombian soldiers on the
beach. General Ortiz appeared on the
beach whem Lieut. Perrill went ashore,
The " general insisted that Lieut. Perrill
should fly the Colombian flag at the bow
of the whaleboat or lower the American
ﬂnf at her stern because she was in
Colombian waters. Lieut, Perrill replied
that he did not have a Colombian flag,
and he refused to lower the Stars and
Stripes. ' General Orntiz did = not insist
upon his doing so, “but he protested in
writing: against-the presence of Ameri-
cans in Colombian waters. Lieut: Per-
rill accepted. the protest, and conveyed
it te Commander Purner, whe thanded. it
to Rear-Admiral Coghlan on his arrival

ere. - | : .
The Colombian camp appeared to be
permanent, and was well provisioned,
and probably destined to be used as a
base of operations.

General Ortiz. and ethers freely ex-
pressed the determination of - Colombia
to fight to the bitter end in case Gen-
eral Reyes's visit to Washington is not
successful, and Panama is not returned
to Colombia.

THE. CRAND TRUNK
- PACIFC DEPOSIT

cleared. X :
~-On nyening gh-was asked if
5 !ﬂ..,ﬂl&:w Mow%rij €0

GUARANTEED BONDS
GIVEN BY COMPANY

Legislation Necessary to Confirm Ac:
ceptance, But Value of Secarities
. is Unguestionable.

Ottawa,; Dec. 18.—The Grand Truonk
Railway Company has deposited £1,000,-
€00 of their guaranteed bonds as security
for the carrying out of the agreement
entered into ‘last session between the
government amd the Grand Truok Pa-
cific, subject to the ratification eof their
shareholders at a general meeting.

Inasmuch as the- contract requires
cash or government securities for the de-
posit, legislation will be reguired to con-

firm  lthe acceftance of the securities

which have besn deposited, though-such
secaritiés  are Worthi to<lay more than
pary, and their value _‘xs'unquestiopabte..

" DEWEP'S THANKS. - :
For Contributions Sent to Aild Boers in
" Neighborhood of Kopje's Siding.

Chicago, Dec. 18.—Peter Van Vlissingen
has received a.letter from General Chris-
tian R. Dewet; acknowledging the receipt
of $1,165 as contribution to the Boers in
the neighborhood of Kopje's Siding, Orange
River Colony, ‘“‘Accept,”” writes General
Dewet, “my thanks for your services In
behalr of our poor ruined people, and also
to those who 'emabled you to send this sum.
We hardly have had rain since ‘the conclu-
sion of peace and harvests have been fail-
ures. Further help would be welcome. 1
do not ask anything for myself, but be-
speak further aid for the widows and cail-
dren of the heroes killed in the recent
war."”

IN-A FLYING MACHINE.

Invention of Ohio Men Proved Successful
During a Strong Wind.

Norfolk, Va., Dec. 18.—The trial of a fly-
ing machine made yesterday near Kitty-
hawk, N. C., by Wilbur & Wright, of Day-
ton, Ohlo, was a complete success. The

achine flew twenty-three miles in the
ace of a wind blowing at the registered
velocity of 21 miles an hour, and then
gracefully descended to the, earth at the
spot selected by the man in the car as 4
suitable landing place. The machine has
no balloon attachment, but gets its force
from propellers worked by a small ‘engine.

TO NOMINATE CANDIDATE.

Liberal Convention Will Be Held at Nelson
on January 12th,

Nelson, Dec. 18.—The Liberal Assoclation
held a meeting last night at which it was
deecided to call a convention to nominate
a candidate for Kootenay riding in the
federal elections. -The convention is to be
held here on January 12th. A vote of con-
fidence Iin A. W. Galliher, the present -mem-
ber, was passed unanimously.

“NONSENSE"”
Berlin, Dec. 18.—The report published by

the Journal, of Paris, tHat the Princess
Charlotte of Saxe-Meiningen, sister -of

Emperor William, is suffering from cancer, ,

and that the verdict of the physicians has
created consternation in the German ront,
is officially defined as  ‘‘nonsense,” the

| Princess is not even-ill,

FLORN'S CAPTAIN -
WAS HEARD FRIDA

AT COURT-MARTIAL
HELD ON THE GRAFTON

Evidence of Navigating Officer Lient,
Grant—Several Other Witnesses
Also Examined.

(From Friday’s Daily.)

The evidence for the prosecution in
the case of Captain Caspar J. Baker and

are being tried by a court-martial aboard
the Grafton for the stranding of H. M.

and sthis morning the defence
keard.

On the court resuming yesterday after-
noon; Lieut. Lewis, of H. M. S. Flora,
was first called. He was shown the
clause in ‘the regulations governing the
closing of doors, and was asked if the
rule had been complied with. Witness
replied, yes.

Lient. Lewis was tHen asked what the
standing: orders. were govegning the clos-
ing of the different groups of doors, Wit-
ness, replying, said: ~ A doors had to be
closell af.night, and always gt sea.
doors hia@ tobe.closed ow; enfering .or

will be

hours of 6 p. m. and 6 a.'m. ' It was
to see that B doors were closed,

Witness was then asked if it was cns-

on
ing harbor. - - b \
"On the eonclusion of Lieut. Lewis’s
evidénce Commodore Goodrich remarked
that witness had" said that the article
shown him had been complied with, but
B doors had ‘mot been cloged; ‘and there
seemed tobe a variance in the two state-

navigating expert for the prosecution,
submitted -a: ~chart showing <the - position
of the stranded ship and the vessel’s
exact reckonings, 'These. were in ink
and all signed as absolutely correct.
<At this juncture the ‘cowrt was ordered

rect accoraing to <the - ouings
bearings giverl when the ship went on
shore. He iad in the athrmatives

arrive at the rate and directions of the
current?”’

Witness—‘1 estimated that there was
a balf tide with a tall of seven teet. The
moderate rate of the floor of the tide
would be one and one-half knots.”

Questioned further witsess said: “I
arrived at that comclusion frowm the sail-
ing directions frow the B, C. Pilot. ''his
says nothing about the rate of tide. I
mean' | estumated from my own -experi-
svce in Baynes Sound. I made no al-
fowance lor the current indepeudeut of
the tide. 1 cannot find anytling in the
service books concerning tlie currents of

to the tides” * -
v Witness was then dsked the rate of
the tidai currént’and the time of tide
-when the klwra struck, and replied that
it was two and  three-quarters. hours
after high water and on the ebb tide.
I'he tide would be then setung southeast
about one and omre-half miles. Witness
tcok the mean of three authorities in
reckoning on-the time of high tide,-and
aul three agreed famrly well, there being
only a rapgesof 20 minutes between ‘the
-lewest and ‘highest. -

The detence here took objection to the

; -data -subuiitted, and asked tor phe right | looki
to £ross-examnine. - W itness said that he

arrived-at.the sime fronr uforanation sup.
plied #nd - the enginé Toom register, aund
not from the ship’s log, this baving been
non-obtainable.

Lapt. Buker then asked if witness
considered his estimate excessive or mod-
erate? Witness replied moderate,

‘Lieut. Waterer, sepior wat¢h on. H.
M. 8. ‘tlora, next gave evidence, and on
being ezamined said that théte was no
officer to carry out. article” 9 on'the

ulations. :

‘I'his concluded the case for the prose-
cution. The defence asked for an ad-
journment to 10.30 this morning, Capt.
Baker stating that the case had given
them a great deal of thought, and they
wanted an extra ‘hour to review the
night’s work ‘'in the morning.

Commodore Goedrich was somewhat
reluctant about conceding the favor, The
customary hour to sit was 9.30, and he
wanted Uo know of the accused why they
could not make this hour convenient.

The defence, however, being unwilling
to give way, the court-was again cleared,
and it was decided to grant the request.

Case For Defence.

‘When the court opened this morning
Capt. Baker and Navigating Officer
Lieut. Grant made a statement of their
case. Capt. Baker said:

“I do not suppose that there is any
pcsition for an officer of any rank and
standing in His Majesty’s navy, which
is so trying, and I may say humiliating,
as being put upon trial for neglect of his
duties after an unbroken career. I feel
most keenly that only professional ability
should now be under trial, I have com-
| manded eight other ships, and in no case
| has my ability to do se in all circum-

stances even been called in question. I

need hardly mention the extreme anxiety
| that T have gone through after the ship

grounded, not only for the safety of my
ship’s company, but for the ship herself,
and it is a matter of great satisfaction
and gratification: to know that the vessel
is now in dry dock and that not a gingle
msn has been injured.”

Lieut. *Grant, one of the officers on
trial, was the first witness for the de-
fence. He was a navigator.on H. M. S,
Fiora at the time of the accident,

In answer_to guestions put by Capt.
Laker, witness said taking the Village

Navigating Lieutenant 'H. F. Grant, who,

S. Flora, was closed yestérday évening,.

Rsvx%

tomary to send a mast head man aloff
the Flora, and said it was-after leav<

ments, i S
Lieut. Milés, of " H. M. 8, Egeria,

Comvmedore Goodrich—"How did yow

Baypes Sound, otlier than that referring

flats he starboarded 15 degrees to get in
the middle of the channrel and shape his
course to clear Ship peninsula. When
Village Point beacon was sighted, wit-
pess. thought that -he had passed there.
Knowing as he did that the ship was
oing ten knots since 7.45 and that eight
f\eﬂh-had been struck, witness-conclu

that the ship had run the two miles be-
tween Union wharf and Village reef.

Lieut. Grant then described the ap-
pearance of Base tlat beacon. It is a
pile beacon with a white disc. The
beacon sighted appeared as a black post
four or five feet high with - something
white on top. Witness never remer:ber-
ed during the time he served under Capt.
Baker of the commander reproving his
skill ‘as a navigator. He bad worked
out dead reckonings on-the data collected
from the engine room -registers and
ship’s log on the day of the accident up
till the time of sighting the beacon. This
depended on the fact that 72 revolutions
gives the Flora ten knots. At 7.45 a, m.
the engines were put o those number of
revolutions. In this computation no al-
| lowance was made for the slow head as
the helm was hard over, and the ship
would take some time to get under
way. The beacon, according to this
reckoning, was sighted a few minutes
past 8. The reckoning was made from
e time the ship was a cable off the end
of. the Union -wharf.

Witness was then asked what position
this reckoning would place the ship in
at 8 o’¢elock. = 4

Replying, he said that not allowing for
the current it should leave her half a
mile beyond Village Point spar buoy,
and by allowing for the tide as did Lieut.
Miles, it would’ leave her- just a mile
“beyond Village reef buoy.

Witness coutinuing, said that the mark
x the ehart-was that used to take the
Fship down the channel, and  during the
's long range fifing. He had observed
lage Poifit: spar- buoy: on former oc-

leaving harbor,- and at night between ﬁﬁ, ‘easions, and he and the captain.had: Held

discussions over-it, . On the first run up

duty of the officer of the watch at s¢a'{'Baynes Sound, continued-the navigator,

“T carefully took notice of all the leading
buoys and other aids to navigation, and
was quite satisfied about all the pile
"beacons, but as we neared-Village Point
I 'recollected distinefly having consider-
able difficulty in mmaking out the spar
.buoy on it. However, it was seen, the
day being clear. When I first saw this
A%:oy in De¢ember I took it to be that on
iSe flaty, and at the {ime had no doubt
aboyt it.” ¢ . \
‘itess. was well -acquainted with
B;se,ﬂ;nsl\bencon.dlﬂe gngderedth in lt)hae
: of ‘the stranding e ship that
i uﬁgkf the circumstances the "very best
thing was done.

Capt. Baker then took the witness
stand, and agve evidence about the
beaeon and the position of the ship when
she struck.

sightings the B

orders to starboard 10 or 15 de . Be
didn’t Know which. Affer the anfehor
was weighed the fog rolled down in-five
on " ten minutes.

Senior. Engineer. Lieut. S. Drake, of
the Flora, gave the opinion with that
withy the * increased number of revolu-
tions from 40 to 45, the speed of the
ship would be 6 miles; with 70 revolu-
tions with a eclean bottom the ship
should make 10.2 knots. -

Lieut. Ford, engineer, also considered
that 72 revolutions would give the ship
a speed of just over 10 knots, but conld
not estimate how long it .took for the
vessel to gather that headway,

Lieat. Ramsay testified to the faect
that the fog rolled down very suddenly
from the time he went on deck until the

phllg“'gounded.

of -what he" consi
/| in- Baynes nnel, of which no mention
was made in beoks.on navigation.
bis regular duties in taking a ship down
the channel he always allowed for this.
He believed the acecident to the Willam-
ette was due to this current. So far as
the spar buoy on Village Point was con-
eerned it 'was no use’ to-lim. Phe-chan=
nel-was’a véry deceptive one,

‘I the: fog rofled domwn suds

1y.
“quite, sure what - kindof

con He was
king~ for, .+ He; thought he sighted a

3 On seeing- this he had no doubt abeut it.
The court then adjowrned” for lunch,

(From Saturday’s Daily.)
‘“The court, after hearing the evidence,
find Capt. Casper J. Baker, commander
of H, M. 8. Flora, and Lieut, Harold F.

them' Both™ are severely reprimanded
and c‘antioned,to be more careful in fu-
ture.”

Sach was the verdict of the court-
martial which has been  sitting- at Es-
quimalt for the past three days inquir-
ing into the stranding of H. M. 8, Flora
on Thursday, December 3rd. Most of
the evidence was heard yesterday morn-
ing, and was completed early in the af-
ternoon.

All the evidence for both the prosecu-
tion and defeace having been heard, the
court was ordered eleared at about 2.30
o'clock for the purpose of allowing a
deliberation preparatory to a verdict be-
ing decided upon. After the expiration
of a little over an hour the .ringing of a
bell announced that the court had
agreed upon a decision, Those who had
given evidence during the trial were
thereupon called together and filed into
the court. The prisoners had again-taken
their usual position behind the green
baise barrier. The judge-advocate then
rose and read the verdict given above.

There were many, however, aware
that a decision had been reached against
the prisoners immediately upon entering
the court. The points of the swords of
the officers on firial, which were before
crossed upon the centre of the table,
were now pointed in their direction. Had
the hilts been turned towards them, the
interpretation would have been thar they
| had been found “not guilty.”

Before the court adjourned for lunch
yesterday, Capt. Casper Baker, com-
mander of H. M, 8. Flora, addressed the
court. The full text of his statement,
brief mention of' which was made in
yesterday’s Times, follows:

“I do not supposed that there is any
position for an officer of any rank and
standing in His Majesty’s navy which is
so trying, and I may say, humiliating. as

and honorable ‘career, for neglect of du-
ties and hazarding and.stranding the ship
'

Signalman Whiteley said that after
- heaeon Bokes @9,

was next cafled. He told
-an.under current

I

‘Signalman Nixon -also -testified - that.
He was

pil¢ beacon with appereptly a-¢ap-on top..

Grant, navigating officer of the same ves-
sel;; guilCy’.of (the -charges -laid { against’

being put upon itrial, after an unbroken |

feel most keenly
abiilty should now be under trial. I have
commander eight other ships, and in no

stances even. been called in question. I
need hardly mention the extreme anxiety

and it is a matter of great satisfaction
and gratification to know tha! the vessel
is now in dry dock and that not a single
man has been injured.

“The commander-in-chief has been
pleased to express his satisfaction affect-
ing the happy result which followed the
work ‘of floating the ship in the following
general signal made at Union on the
morning of December 10th, in which he
said, ‘The admiral is much pieased at
the excellent manner in which the cap-
tain and ship’s company of H, M. S.
Flora have worked and behaved in the
tfost trying circumstances, and also in
+ he most excellent and cheerful work of
the ecaptains, officers and ships’ com-
panies of H. M. 8, Grafton and Egeria,
which has brought about such a satis-
factory result.

“As for%he charge of neglect and. de-
i fault, I may say that these words have
| different meanings. Neglect is defined
! as an omission of duty. Default may
i be an error of judgment or not, accord-
| ing to the weight of eircumscances, I

submit that there was no neglect, al-
thaugh it may be held that there had
been default as a mistake had occurred.
I would submit, thougk, that there were
many unlucky circumstances. A safe
course was shaped with a goed de-
parture; signalmen were on the look-
+{ ont and leadsmen in the chains heavin
‘1 thelead.: [The ‘weather justified me in
proceeding, ' for, as proved by -~ Lieut.
r}R.sumsa:,' and other witnesses, the wea-
{ Uher was clear with patches of fog.

clearly: visihle, and 1 proceeded  at
reyolutions at 7.45 a.m. ]. itook ‘charge
.of the ship until the anchor was seeured
and- told the nevigating officer to steady
the vessel on south 60 degrees, which
course I considered safe. 1 heard Lieut.
Grant give orders directing the seamen
to keep a sharp lookout for a black
| beacon, and I was about to give the or-
ders to slow down the engines when I
saw the black beacon about one point
on the starboard bow, which I took to
be the Base Klats:beacon.

“It was- lominig up in the fog with
| & ‘gull” perched on it giving it all the
appearance -of having a cage on top.
It was reported fo me as the beacon,
and .if it had been rightly the Base
Flats ‘beacoti, it would have been right
to starboard the helm 15 degrees, which
aetion I could have taken myself. Hear-
ing the helm being ordered to starboard,
I went info the chart room to put a ruler
on the chart. This oecasion occupied
e B B85 Gean
N R -TOoOMm - Sarapt
.4+ Siwethe orders hard aport and full spee

astern. g

“I may probably be blaimed for not
having reduced the speed of the siiip
from a ‘meoderate speend of fen: knots
to lower. I was gbout to do so when
I saw this object, although I  believe
that had the speed been altered the eir-
cumstanges would .not have been chang-

. This would fot have changed the
other circumstances. As for my navigat-
ion, I am a capable navigator, and I
have taught Lieut. Grant much in' this
respect since h® came under me,

“As for the charge of default, it 'is
self-evident that the lamentable occur-
rence was entirely caused by the mis-
taking of one con for another. Th
fore.it. may e possible to’ decide that
there has beéen an- gr of judgment,
-but, the circumstances were so peculiar
that my experienced were deceived
ag well .as those.of Lieut. Grant and
two.-seamen. This result was due to
the distortiery in the fog, and the gull
being perched on the top, which gave
the appearance of a cage. I only, there-
fore, came to-the conclusion that it was
this beacon for which we weré watch-
-ing- when-the evidence of -my eyes was
80 strong. - It was purely an. aecident,
aided . by the strong easterly set, . of:
which:no: mention -js.made in. the sailing:
directiony ~or: charts; bur which -must
exist; as; I have been. told: several other

(]

. “Great.stress has been laidion thie fact
that signalmen were doing: duty as: look-
‘out men. I have trained them and
found them more efficient. Had the
mark seen been Base Fats beacon and
the fielm not been altered ag it was, the
ship .must have gone ashore on Base
. Flafs. T would like to state that, in
my. gpinion, Litut..Grant had never had
any.accident or diffieulty in the naviga-
tion .of narrow waters, and has always
shown great ¢are and shrewdness, I
have never found it necessary to inter-
fere with. -his pilotag® My rule is to
consider the pilotage in my own mind,
reasoning why any alteration  in the
conrse is made, and if I considered that
any mistake “was being made, I would
at once question it,

“In ecenclusjon, although I may have
been considered tc be guilty of default,
I refute any accusafion of neglect. The
safety of the ship is as dear to me as
my ‘personal honer, and I deeply regret
the occurrence. 1 ask His Majesty’s
court to acquit me of this charge, and
not mar a long and sunny service which
is near its close, and not mark me as
an officer who has imperilled one of His
Majesty’s ships which I have the honor
lo ecommand.”

B. E. Jcnes, a midshipman of H. M.
S. Flora, wuas the first witness ealled
, Yesterday afternoon. He explained the
sudden way the fog had descended. Three
or four minutes had been oceupied by
him in reading a patent log and return-
ing to the forebridge. 3

Henry Kattle, a seaman, was then ex-
’nmined. His evidence consisted -pringi-

pally of an order given him by Lieut.
Grant’ to steer a steady course. This
wag i.fter the ship had become enveloped
in fog. . .

Lieut, Miles, navigating officer of H.
M. 8. Egeria, in veply to a auestion, said
that in navigating a ship‘in a narrow
channel with good leading marks he
would rather trust to that to clear dan-
ger than to the standard: compass.

Paymaster Horsey deposed that he
had seen a certificate —handed Lieut.
| Grant when serving on H. M. 8. Gleaner
' by the cantsin of. that ship. Special
emnhasis had been made upon his ef-
ficent services as navigator.

J. _A. Bonrce. chief sifnnl boatswain
of H. M. 8. Grafton, /produced the

signal made by Rear Admiral Bickford, ;

that I have gone through atter .the ship !
stranded; not only for the safety of the ;
sip’s company, but for the ship herself, i

*“The: coast line-to Denman Island was '

and when I came ou‘t}}“x’ e

- vessels have gone‘ashore at this-peint,. - |-

Point beacon for the beacon on Base | which he has the honor to command. I C. M. G., after H. M. 8. Flora had
that my professional ,

been floated. It follows:'‘“The admiral
is much pleased at the excellent manner

1 which the captain- and ship’s eompany
case has my ability to do in all circum- ' of H. M. 8. Flora have worked and be-

haved in the most tryinz circumstances,
and also in the most excellent and cheer-
ful work of the captains and officers of
H. M. 8. Grafton,and Egeria, which has
brought about such a satisfactory re-
sult.” ,

This closed the case, and the court was

then cleared for the consideration of a

verdict. !
After the verdict, as given above, was
rendered the court dissolved.

MAKING GOOP TIME.,

It Is Believed Steamer J. T. Hutchin-
son Will Bucceed in Reaching
Open Water.

Detroit, Mich., Dec, 18.—The steamer

T. Hutchinson, which left Sandwick
yesterday on the last stage of its record-
breaking trip through the ice from Lake
Superior to Baffalo, had not been sight-
ed at Point Pelee at 2 o’clock this after-
noon. A message from Colchester, Ont.,
says that the Hutchinson and the ice
crushers Pleasure and Promise passed
there at 9.30, and were then making
about three miles an hour through the
ice. The weather is soft and favorable,
and it is thought that the steamer will
reach open water before to-night.

STILL HOPEFUL.

Optimistic Feeling in Russian Official Cire
cles Regarding Outcome of Negotia-
tions With Japan.

London, Dec: 18.—A special dispatch froms
St. Petersburg says: ‘‘Optimistic anticipa-
tions of a pacific solution of the Russo-
Japanese erisis are still entertained in the
Ieadlng Russlan . official circles, in spite of
some di étude on the part of the ppblie

and alarmist press:reports.”’
A Suggestion:

«St. Petersburg, Dec. 18.—The opiniom
here is that the Russo-Japanese negotia-
tions will proceed. it is pointed out that
there is no reason why Japan, if not satis-
fied with Russia’s reply, should break off
the negotlations, as the reply is in no sense
an ultimatum, leaving the way open for
counter propesals. It is suggested as an
expedient in case no agreement can
reached, that an arrangement might be
made to maintaln the present status rfor &
number of years.

TWO HUNDRED A DAY

Alleged to Have Been Stolen by Employee
——“Need&d a Little Ready Money."”

Chicago, i)ec 18.—While working on &
salary of $0 a week, Gus A. Grigsby has
robbed his employers at a rate of $200 per
day, according to ManaBer David Rose, of
concealed in 8by’s clothes. In the few
months that his meagre salary has kept
him attached to the firm, it is belleved that
he has stolen between $12,000 aund $15,000
worth -of stock. Grigsby admitted his
peculations in such smounts that he could
not estimate their total value. ‘I needed
a little ready money,” was the explanation
he  vouchsafed. Grigsby's apartinents,

which had been rented for $43, were richly
furnisned. *

CLERES IN REVOLT.

Made Demonstration Begause Bill Affecting
Their Interests Was Not Discussed
P in Chamber,

(Amsociated Press.)

Rome, Dee. 19.—The clerks in the wminis-
ter of public works departwent engaged in
a demonstration this morning which tareat-
éned to develop into & riot or strike, ve-
quiring the intervention of the ministers
and under-secretary before the clerks were
pacified.

The disturbance was due to the fact that
a bill affecting the interests of the clerks
in the ministry of public works was not dis-
cussed in the chamber of deputies.

SHOT, BY HOLD-UP. MEN.

“Killed and Robbed: One: Mos and Wounded :

o’ Others,

g
ted

= (Assoelated. Pressy, - R
Knoxville; ’ﬁ")pn,‘, Dec. 19.—Three yotung

‘white men;, masked, commiftted three hold-

ups here last night. They first entered the
otlice of the Procter Coal Co., and after in
vain demanding tbat Bookkeeper Murphy
open the safe knocked hlm on the head and
robbed him. Later they shot and killed
Corbin Rowe White, :and ritfled h:s pockets.
The: third robbery was on Clinch street,
where Chas. Rogers was shot in the leg.
He escaped. "The police have no clue.

ADVISES PROMPT ACTION,
A. B. Aylesworth Urges Confederation eof
Newfoundland,” Labrador &nd Green-
land With Canada.

Toronto, Dec. 18,—A. B. Aylesworth, K.
C., one of 'Canada's Alaskan Dboundary
commissioners, speaking at the Literary Se-
clety of McMaster University banguet last
night, strongly urged the confederation eof
Newfoundland, ELabrador and Greenland
with Canada. He sald the history of the
Alaskan boundary should be a warning te
Canada to remove the possibilities of simi-
lar questions on the eastern coast by im-
mediate action.

WILL MEET MINISTER.

A. Morrison, M. P, and A. E. Woods Visit
Ottawa on Raillway Business.

Ottawa, Dec. 18.—Aulay Morrison, M. P.,
and A. E. Woods, manager of the Vaneou-
ver Western & Yukon railway, arrived im
the city to-day. They are here on business
with thy railway department and will have
to wail until Monday to meet Hon. *
Fielding, who is now in the Maritime Prov-
inces, and who is expected to return om
Baturday night.

PROPOSED NEW LINE.

Vancouver, Dec. 18.—A controlling in-
terest in the Stave Lake Power Com-
pany has been sold to a syndicate rep-
resented here by Thomas Wilson, said
to be acting for Messrs. Hendry and J.
J. Hill, to supply power to a new line
from Westminster to Vancouver. The

amount paid for, something over 50
per cent., is $32,000.

~

The present average depth of coal mines
is about 800 feet, but is increasing at am
average of 15 feet a year.




