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LIFE IN SAINT JOHN.

PR —

What A Former Resident Thinks of the People
: and Customs of St. John,

He Discourses this Week on the Business and Business Men of
Saint John.

part II.

St John is a business city, and St. John
men attend to husiness first. They may
go in for pleasure, but not before busi-
ness. The man who takes this course is
sure to get left at the end of the race. In
iimes past money was made easily, and
rapidly in St. John. Men became rich
almost before they knew it. They com-
menced in business mostly ina small
way, but as profits were large and the
business of the city constantly extending,
they accumulated money, and as a rule,
invested in shipping property. Shipping
in those days—before the carrying trade
got into the hands of the steamers—paid
Tike smoke. It was no unfrequent thing
for a large ship to pay for herself in one
or two long voyages. It is impossible to
tell how much money St. John has in-
vested in shipping, but the amount must
be very large when it is taken into con-
sideration that St. John, a city of say 40,~
000 people, is the sixth ship-owning port
of the world. The large profits pouring
into the city as a result of the earnings of
this vast mercantile marine was largely
reinvested in the same class of property.
It was in this way that St. John people
became such large proprietors in ship-
ping. The property paid, and they re-
invested their profits almost wholly in
business again. “¥ew persons when the
merchant marine of St. John was build-
ing depended wholly upon it for a living.
Most of them were in some other busi-
ness, and as a consequence, they could
afford to re-invest their profits.

I am thus explicit in my remarks
about the shipping business in order that
what follows may be the better under-
stcod. For forty years up to ten years
ago the people of St. John had looked al-
most exclusively totheir two great indus-
tries—lumber and ships for support and
wealth, All other industries were kind-
red to the great ones and almost solely de-
pended on them. Times were good or
bad as shipping and lumber were boom-
ing or depressed. Gradually, go gradual-
ly that it was scarcely noticed came a
fall in the value of timber and a decline
in the earnings of vessels. Everybody
thought that each drop in the market
was the last, but it kept on falling until
the margin between the cost and the
selling price of lumber was almost noth-
ing and when the mills and cargoes of
ships were kept insured there was noth-
ing left out of the earnings of vessels to
go to the owners. The profits on this
latter class of property fell away in a few
f_"{cars from 30 and 40 per cent, to 5 and 6
per cent. A terrible decline truly. The
merchants of St. John were discouraged,
but not disheartened. They set about to
fird some thing else to do than they had
been doing; they laid siege to other
markets than those they had been sup]
plying and for a time the chances seem-
ed that they were likely to secure the

ire Maritime Province trade, but an
unfortunate occurrence—the almost total
obliteration of the city by fire was a sad
blow to their enterprise. While the St.
John merchants were re-stocking, drum-
mers from other places got some of their
orders and increased the competition to
an alarming degree. The increased com-
petition brought about a corresponding
reduction in profits. St. John had lost a
large part of her capital in the fire and
her merchants were compelled to do
business on smaller capital, lower profits
and shorter credit. What could follow
but failure. Houses theught to be as
safe as any on this side of the Atlantic
went to the wall, but not until they had
made almost superhuman efforts to
struggle through. St. John has passed
through a fire test of ten years, and has
come out as well as any other city and
better than many.

T have said this to show that the busi-
ness men of St. John are men of pluck
and strength of character. No one who
knows them will question this. That they
have actually extended their trade un-
der the circumstances mentioned proves

that they are men of enterprise. They
have fought like an army of veterans.
Ag fast as one was shot down another
stepped into the breach, gathering up
the threads of trade and holding them
against other cities. The reason for this
is that St. John has a good reputation
amongst outside dealers. Her merchants
are not tricky. They do not send out
travellers with instructions to seli goods
at 90 days, and then draw on a bill of
lading, a trick quite too frequently play-
ed by dealers in the West. What they
represent their goods to be they are.
They do not sell shoddy for tweed or sand
for sugar. They do business honestly,
squarely, and promptly, and it has been
these things which enabled the city to
hold its trade againgt the odds above
mentioned.

A merchant in 8t. John is obliged to
attend strictly to business. He must be
at his office at an early hour in the morn-
ing and he is expected to be there until
late in the afternoon. Should one mer-
chant call upon another and fail to find
him in at 4 o’clock in the afternoon he
wotld most likely ask “Is Mr. So and So
out of town?” If he would avoid talk
about his habits he must not go to fre-
quently to see a man. The greatest
weakness of the people of £t. John is to
talk about each others affairs. And there
is nothing they will reckon up so quick-
ly as the number of drinks another fel-
low consumes in addition to giving him
the exact locality where he got every
drink. This weakness of the St. John
people makes it very dangerous for a
merchant to take more than his regular
number of drinks—if he is a drinker. I
have known the fact that Mr. A toek
four drinks instead of three, his usual
number, after four o’clock. But the ma-
jority of St. John mecchants donot drink
at all and those who do are rarely seen
about town in daylight.

His evenings the merchant spends at
home, the club or in the hotel offices. It
is part of his creed to visit the post office
every evening for his mail and to find
out what is going on. Very few mer-
chants are social lions. They are neith-
er party givers nor do they attend par-
ties very frequently. They give them-
selves up to business almost entirely,
reading being their chief recreation.

A ForMER RESIDENT.

@
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Home Made Humer.

A Boston paper is printing the life of
Kelly the distinguished base-ball player.
This is a good time to publish a player’s
life. In the heat of the playing season
the demand is mostly for the umpire’s
life.

Mr. Snugg (reading)—“The American
buffalo is rapidly dying out.”

Mrs. Snugg—“Well, there is certainly
nothing strange in that. The buffalo
lives out and of course dies out. The
self-feeder, though, is altogether different,
Mr. Snugg. Itshould not be allowed to”—

But Mr. S. was gone—for coal.

They were talking in a Portland bar-
ber shop about their skaking powers, and
of course there was more or less lying.
A gent. from Indiantown told this one:—
“One night along in the fall a good many
years back I was skating down the Ken-
nebecasis from above Milkish. It was
quite dark and as there were some holes
in the ice I had to keep going at a very

rapid rate to avoid dropping into them.
I am no ice-creeper—even now—but that
night I honestly think I beat all records.”

“How did your great speed save you
from the holes?” a listener asked sarcasti-
cally.

“I):iow did itsave me? Why I could see
them. I kept my skates going so fast
that sparks flew from the ice in showers,
making it so light that I could have seen
a pin ten yards ahead.”

Wi SWEET.

Sl

It is rumored that secret societies are
being formed at various points in this
province and Nova Scotia the object of
which is to promote annexation.

EUROPEAN ECHOES.

A FEW OF MANY EVENTS OVER THE
WATER.

Things the European Correspondents
Think Worth Cabling.

The Crown Prince has 8o fallen off in
flesh that his clothes are much too large
for his shrunken frame. Last summer,
in London, he weighed 204 pounds—re-
cently only 152. His beard, moreover,
bas become quite white. During the last
two days the Prince has writtem out his
will and a’'soa political testament for his
son Wilhelm. The cheery good humor
and patience with which at first he bore
his sufferings are now exhausted, and
weary, worn and harassed he sighs for
the end. I hear, writes a correspondent,
that in parting with the Prince of Wales,
who left Cannes the other day for Lon-
don, the Crown Prince, speaking of death,
said: “I had always hoped that the
‘silent horseman’ would come to me ‘like-
a thief in the night’ But heis coming
asslowly as a London ’bus, full up, bound
for Kew.”

There is much gossip about the decree
issued by the Vatican annulling the mar-
riage of the Count and Countess Zamoy-
ski. The lady is the daughter of the late
Marshal Pelissier, Duke of Malakoff, one
of the heroes of Sebastopol. Napoleon
III. and the Empress Eugenie were her
baptismal sponsors. Her mother was
the daughter of a Spanish grandee, and
is a relative of the Empress. Marshal
Pelissier met his future wife at St. Cloud
in 1860, and it was a case of love at first
sight. Count Zamoyski, who belongs to
one of the most ancient Polish families
established at Paris, married the dark-
haired heauty from whom he has just
been separated in 1881. The decree of
annulment just granted by the Vatican
was by her petitionand bitterly opposed
by the ‘Count. The grounds on which
the demand was based were of the
strangest nature.

It would be "difficult to describe the
amount of finery that the London dress-
makers and niiliners are turning out now
in readiness for the ceming social season.
Every woman who can make anything
for other women to wear has her hands
full of business. The Prince of Wales
will be home on Monday and will give a
ball a week from that day at Marlbo-
rough House. After that the stream of
social life will run merrily on, unless in-
terrupted by the death of the Crown
Prince. All important social functions,
which necessarily have to be arranged
weeks beforehand, are planned with a
regard to that solemn contingency. The
Prince of Wales will be the first of his
title to celebrate his silver wedding. The
anniversary is Saturda(tiy, March 10th.
But nothing is arranged yet with refer-
ence to any special Court festivities.

Comments adverse to Prince William
continue to be heard in Berlin society.
Significance is attached to the fact that
none of the family met him atSan Remo
station, where he arrived from Genoa in
company with Prince Henry, his broth-
er, and Prof. Bergmann. He was receiv-
ed by the Prefect, the Mayor and the
German Consnl. This arrangement was
due to the Crown Prince, who. sent in-
structions to Prince William at Carlsruhe
that Prince Henry with Dr. Bergmann
would meet him, the obvious object be-
ing to enable him to gain full knowledge
of the condition of his father before see-
ing his mother and sisters. The Crown
Princess, with the princesses, awaited
him within the villa. It is understood
that he received the warmest welcome
and that many tears were shed during
the interview. Twenty minutes after
his arrival the Crown Princess alone ac-
companied him to meet his father. Dur-
ing yesterday and to-day Prince William
has been with the Crown Prince on the
balcony, and there was every appear-
ance of cordiality between father and
son. The reports of a coolness in thei>
relations are chiefly traceable to Frenc
sources. The Irench papers vie wit/
each other in malicious inventions. Du;
ing the journey from Carlsruhe Prin(
William obtained a number of Frenc
papers, and was excited to anger by th
stories in them of his selfish intentios
toward the Crown Prince and his callots
disregard of his father’s sufferings.

The London workingmen and girls and
women who slave from morn till night at
the needle, have as one to let the public
know wlat they are suffering and to pro-
tect them from the merciless monopolists.
When any meeting of “sweaters” is held
in the slums of the East End to give pub-
lic utterance to their grievances, the
newspapers ignore it! The life of the
| “sweaters” in London is very much like
i the life of the tenement-house toilers in

New York, only worse. “Sweating” dens
are set Gp everywhere by greedy con-
tractors. The working peop.e are herd-
qi in them like*gattle in stock-yards, and
the govemmg%inspection is made im-
possible. It wemld require an army of
‘imBpectors toenforce efficiently the pro-
visions of the Jaw, and even if the in-
spectors were quadrupied, so wretched is
the condition of the workers that in
many cases they themselves would aid
the taskmasters in evading the official
efforts-at discovery and detection. The
“sweaters” are practica.llf' slaves—glad of
the opportunity to toil seventeen and
eighteen hours a day for a. mere subsis-
tence. Many of them are out of work
lg)ne months of the year. The ventila-
tion of all this wretchedness of poverty
in the House 'of Lords is due to Lord

Junraven, a peer weil known in America,
who has been studying the reports of the
Labor Inspectors of the Bo of Trade.
He made a capital speech on the subject
and succeeded in getting a committee ap-

inted t¢ inquire into the grievance.

. fhe old familiar name has once more
l?een inscribed on the rolls of the House
of Lords. Earl Russell, who succeeded
to .the title on the death of his grand-
father, the first earl, on May 57, 1878, but
who did not attain his.majority until
August 12, 1886, took the oath and his
seat in -the House of Lords recently for
the first time. What is to be his record?

In Berlin the late words of Prince Bis-
marck in the Reichstag, “ We Germans
only fear God !” are being engraved on
brooches, scarf pins, medals, pipes, mugs,
and everything that will bear an inscrip-
tion, and the articles thus decorated sell
readily. A Parisian paper, commenting
on this, says the Germans ought, how-
ever, to add the words, “And Bismarck,”
to the inscription.

Princess Louise and the Marquis of
Lorne are staying at present at Naples,
dand are-living in a very unostentatious
fashion. _ The Princess is a good walker,
and prefers this mode of locomotion to
being jolted in the Italian substitute for
an English cab. A few days back, while
wandering through the pictnresque but
odoriferous city with her husband, the
Princess was struck by some photo
frames exquisitely carved in wood which
were exposed for sale in a shop window.
She entered and bought two, being
gerved by a young lad, who, it was after-
wards discovered, was the son of the pro-
prietor. On returning home, and sub-
jecting her purchases to a closer exami-
nation, the Princess was so delighted
withthem thatshe determined togetsome
miore of the same kind. Accordingly, on
the “following day she returned to the
shop, and was this time attended to by
o elderly man who was most obsequi-
ously polite, and pretty plainly hinted
that He was aware of the high rank of
his customer. There was little harm in
this 50 Iomg 38 he kept the knowledge to
himself, and did not gather a crowd of
the curious farnientes for which Naplas
is famous. At last the new specimens
were chosen, and it came to the question
of paying for them. The old man asked
a price jnst three times what the Prin-
eess had been charged the day before.
‘On being taxed .with this inconsistency,
he naively remarked that his son would
never have insulted Sua Excellenza by
letting her have the frames so cheaply
had he been aware of her exalted rank.
He at least knew what was duve to Koyal-
ty ! And the Princess paid.

§ Writing on the unfounded statement
t{at Sir Henry Holland would take the
title of Lord Holland, the Londou Cor-
respondent of the Manchester Guardian
tells the following story:—Itisnotalways
safe to lay hands on titles which have
red in history, as Lord Cranbrook
discegered to his cost. When he deter-
niined to leave the House of Commons
he chose the title of Lord Oxford—in
point of association, antiquity, and
suphony one of the most splenaid which
conld be borne by an English subject.
The selection was “kept dark” until a day
or two before the irrevocable patent was
to be signed, when it leaked out through
an evening paper. The moment the
news travelled down to Lincolnshire and
ireached the venerable Baroness Wil-
zhby de Eresby in her srcluded seat
r Bourne, she promptly wrote a letter
' Queen and another to Lord Bea-
teld, setting forth that she was
r heir and representative of the De
3, Earle of Oxford, and that her son,

y one, was entitled to the revival of
suerr title.

: Aristocratic circles in St. Petersburg
are just now smitten with a new form of
amusement to pass away the dull winter.
Ladies (over twenty years of age and less
than forty, by the way) are to conduct
sledge races. The female jockeys, who
will be called alone from the ranks of
the upper ten, are to wear distinguishing
colours, and will drive their own sledges
|to the winning post. The prizes are to
| be mainly diamond ornaments, and some
| of these have been offered by the Em-
| press herself.

‘ment. He explained that while return-

THE UNION

80,

QUESTION.

His Worship— Come along Uittle fellow we want you. Don’t squeal

Hiis other Worship— Cap let go my foot and attend to the City Coun-
cil. They need your services more than I do.

The Imprudent Eye.

In this wicked world the human eye
is subject to frequent mishaps, and seems
to be the object of much unrelenting
enmity. This may be because it so fre-
quently goes about prying into other peo-
ple’s affairs, or it may be because it has
no legs or wings of its own with which
to.run or fly from danger. A discolored
optic feels bad and looks worse, and is
diligent in its endeavors to hide itself
from the cold glance of an unpitying and
skeptical world. For when an eye gets
into trouble, the world wags its head,
and doubts the integrity of the eye when
it lucidly explains the cause of its grief.
Not umfrequently the gilded youth who
goes “out the road ” comes back with a
vanquished and despondent optic. He
would gladly leave the eye behind him
for recuperation and repese, but the eye
positively refuses to acoede to any such
arrangement. So the gilded youth comes
back to town with his mourning peeper,
and at once seeks the studio of the eye
painter, who relieves the eye of its shame
by hiding the evidences of its disaster.
Does the gilded youth .remember the
artist? It may be, in his prayers, but
seldom in a substantial way, for the eye
is more likely to get into trouble when
the purse is flat than when it is round—
like a provincial secretary. There is
always a mystery about the manmer in
which the eye gets into trouble.+ A few
nights ago one of these eccentric optics
tried to swallow the fist of the eye paint~
er himself. This was in one of the up-
town hotels. Next day the man with
the eye called upon the painter for treat-

ing from a revival meeting the night be-
fore, a lamp post ‘assaulted him. Very
likely the explanation was honestly
given.

&
&

The Dog Knows More Than His Master.

Milkish, in Kings County, has added
another sprig to its wreath of laurel. It
has & bull terrier that has taken charge
of & brood of ducks which it drives to the
creek every morning, and it sees that
they are properly housed in the evening.
A month ago it brought in its charge at
5 o’clock, but now, it postpones that duty
till the kitchen clock marks the hour of
6. This is a fact.

——————r @ ———

Our Monctoh correspondent writes:—A
very successful entertainment was given
by the Baptist Mission Band, assisted by
the Sunday school and choir in the vestry
of the Baptist church, on Tuesday even-
ing. The programme consisted of two
anthems by the choir; a quartette by
Master J. D. Steeves and S, Crandall,
Mrs. Mills and Miss Rogers ; readings by
Mrs. Gross and Miss McKay ; recitations
by Hattie Seamans, Jenny Rand, and
Georgia Estabrooks; singing by the
Sunday school, and a piece entitled |
“Odds and their Werships,” by the child- |
ren of the Mission Band and the Sunday |
school. Mr. C. A. Steeves presided.

-

It is rumored that a block of buildings,
extending from the Portland Police
Station to the Fort Howe road, is to be
erected in the spring for mercantile pur-
poses.

-

A somewhat peculiar accident happen-

The Original Jaecobs.

Among the older readers of the Ga-
zETTE, undoubtedly there are some who
have heard of the “Original Jacobs.”*He
kept a clething store on Chatham street,
New York, and it was his contention
that in his business no one bearing his
patronymic had a right to engage. But
they did just the same, and to distin-
guish himself from the brood of upstarts
he advertized as the “Original Jacobs.”
That he was a wise man is shown by his
use of the advertizing *columns of the
newspapers; by doing so he was enabled
to harvest a large crop of kopecks, and
fame as well.

The GazertE, aside from the “Original
Jacobs,” remembers at this moment no
other gentlemen of that name whose
fame is thoroughly ' established, except
Jaceb, who chiselled Esau out of his
birthright. Old Jacob Townshend, of
Sarsaparilla renown, and Jacob Sharp.
The names of the four Jacob’s that have
been referred to have been immortalized
by printers ink, and by its use the
“Original Jacobs” and old Jacob Towns-
hend “scooped the boodle” as well.

Right here in 8aint John there are two
gentlemen striving vigorously for ducats
and fame, but neither of them has been
successful, because they neglect to em-
ploy the great desideratum — printers
ink. Their stores are side by side, and
when one sells a customer a pound of
tea for forty cents he presents him with
thirteen bars of soap; the other tosses in
with the soap a Jersey cow, a silk dress
or a case of cerebo-spinal meningitis, as
the customer may prefer. And still,
neither of these gentlemen are happy—
neither of them are growing rich nor
famous. Why? If the Original Jacobs
were alive he could tell them! they
don’t ‘advertize.

<
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Suap’t. Ellis.

The suspension of Mr. Ellis, Sup’t. of
the Street Railway Co., to which cur-
rency was given on Thursday, occasions
no little regret, and is the subject of con-
siderable comment. He has, since the
construction of the road was commenced,
discharged his duties in a most efficient
manuner, and has made many friends
here by the courteousness of his demean-
or and his untiring energy in forwarding
the interests of his company and the
comfort of their patrons: If Mr. Ellisis
the victim of a “combine” between some
of the company’s inferior employes and
meddlesome outsiders, the facts will
doubtless reach the ears of the directors,
and his reinstatement will follow. The
matter is one in which the public have
an interest and the Gazerre trusts it will
not be allowed to drop without a thoropgh
investigation.
A Fine Picture.

Mr. Miles painting, Early Morning }m
the St. John, near Sheffield,” which is
shown in Flood & Sons’ window, is one
of his most pleasing productiens. |4
group of cattle is shownon the bank
and in the water of a creek running into
the distance, on the right bank of which
is a cluster of trees which are charaecter-
istic of the locality.. The sun, just rising

ed at the household of a man named
Winslow, who lives on the Pushaw road, |
says the Oldtown Herald. It seems that |
the old gentleman was stretched out |
on the floor, when his wife, a matron of |
stout build, who was busy about the |
reom, stumbled and fell upon him, break- |

ing two of his ribs.—Bangor Commercial. |

above the horizon, tints the clouds and
spreads its light to the zenith, and with
the shadows of the trees and the cattle,
gives the water a very limpid appear-
ance. The picture is low in tonme, yet
brilliant in color, and is very carefully
painted. *




