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when Gods pe°ple, instead of leaving it to be dealt with by Temper­
ance Societies, should come forward themselves and take it in hand 
WnTir™ 8.peclf!c wuy than by the general ministration of theSn&Siü”1

Meanwhile, your Committee would suggest that ministers fail not to
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catechising the children of the family, seem to be all but universal on 
such occasions On this subject the Committee have nothing to sug­
gest, save, perhaps, that there be more close and personal dealing with 
young men and women than that which the returns reveal. Often and 
,°3n, young persons that have grown up to manhood, unpledged to
fml ti°hf18t’tn lfe’ ?eed V? be taken a8ide bythe minister—apart even 
from the family—and spoken to in reference to their souls ; and there 
is many a young man standing at a distance, looking wistfully to a 
religious life, who would welcome a true man as an angel of God 

I he question, making enquiry as to whether there is “ any particular 
evil hindering the work of God in your congregation,” has also met 
with a great variety of answers, but the prevailing answer is worldli- 
nm. One man speaks of a poor church, a miserable building, being a 
great evil in his way another of a heavy debt on his church, another 
ot intemperance, another of family quarrels, another of Sabbath visiting 
and desecration, but the great and overshadowing evil hindering the 
work of God, agamst which ministers and elders have to contend is 
worldlmess—hasteto be rich, the love of distinction and the love’of 
money, whush, while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith 
and pierced, themselves through with many sorrows. Such is the excite- 
ment of gain, the shortness of the seasons, and the hurry and bustle of 
life that the mind is often unfitted to listen to religious truth 
profit even when it does listen ; and so weary are many of the people 
on Sabbath morning, that they have difficulty in getting up in time for 
the service To meet this great evil there is no antidote but the glor-
EtTrnalGod pr0C aimed by livin« men in daily communion with the

*i.Yo?r Commi.tte® were much interested with the suggestions which 
they nave received as to the best means of securing the co-operation of 
the office-bearers of the Church and others, in Christian work. The 
general suggestion, and the one which weighs most with the Com­
mittee, is, that every congregation be divided into districts, over which 
elders should be appointed, and that the Kirk Sessions should meet 
frequently for conference and prayer. Managers also should have their 
districts assigne*! them, and the best business man in the congregation 
should be asked to act as Convener, and the Board of which he is Con­
vener should publish an annual statement of their affairs and circulate 
the same widely through the whole congregation.
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