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jand in cleaning up some of this mess

The Man

¥sn't it about time you two chaps lent a
“th a Fixed Incomfe—*“I—London Bystander.

SHAKESPEARE AND -
RECONSTRUCTION

Drara Emerges From War Peried

} With New Strength

A NEW MCVEMENT

Object is to Familiatize the Public
With Worth-While Plays of
Great Driamatist and Increase
Interest in Presentation

Among the remarkable features of the
reconstruction period is the quick recov-
lery of the English theatre, says the
Christian Science Monitor. Projects
multiply for placing the higher drama in
the unchallenged position it once held.
Like the Libyan wrestler who was sup-
posed to have geined strength each time
he was thrown, the theatre, having con-
cluded a period of rapid decline with
complete disaster durigg the war, burst
into new energy as the time came for
reconstruction. How it will set its course
in the new development, it is not easy to
say; but it has wisely raised the old

PLEASED ?_

oriflamme and the well-tried standards
of Shakespeare will be the starting point.
“Shakespeare,” says Cramp, “to the Eng-
lish-speaking race was a challenge for
time—a trumpet call to the people to
care for the things that really matter,
the things that never pass away.” Those
are the things that people care for now,
and so Shakespeare will dominate the
opening of the new era for the theatre.
His recent anniversary claimed more in-
terest and serious attention in the coun-
try than many of its predecessors, while
the so-called new Shakespeare movement
is intended to find adequate means o
familiarizing the public with the plays
of the poet and of increasing national
interest in their presentation.

The Theatre’s Record

Around this mew Shakespeare move-
sment hinged the more important schemes
{for the rehabilitation of the theatre as
!a whole, and much will depend upon the
i measure of its success, A year or two
‘ago it would have/ had the approval of
academic circles; but it would have had
a stern fight against the growing dislike
to mental exertion in the pursuit of am-
.usement. Moreover, the record of the

all {the country centres from

ment opens, under .peculiar conditions
which promise highly interesting achieve-
ments. I1f the committee in charge of
the movement, which is appolated by the
national Shakespeare Memorial Commit-
tee and the Governors of the Shakespeare
Memorlal - and. Stratford-on-Avon, will
keep before it the distinctive ideals of
the theatre, there will be no occasion for
further clashes with the music hall and
the film, for the theatre should work on
o different plane from these forms of
amusement; neither has it anything in
common with the commercial speculator,
whose supreme art is the best method
of inducing the crowds to frequent his
show. Good drama has an intrinsic
value for the public and will be support-
ed accordingly, if properly placed with-
in its reach.

The Use of the Theatre '

The question for the joint committee
to decide, then, is how to place the thea-
tre on its rightful plane, and to enable
it to become a potent factor in the intel-
lectual life of the nation. The commit-
tee proposes to work by easy and natur-
al stages. It proposes first to organize &
“New Shakespeare Compeny” of players
for giving the usual five weeks’ season of
performances at Stratford-on-Avon, in
August and September of this year, un-
der a capable director, who has already
been appointed. It hopes to make of
this (company a kind of national institu-
tion, and eventually a permanent guild
of Shakespearean players.

London’s National Theatre

A further project will be a vigorous
effort to interest county and municipal
gdmlnxstrations and other public bodies
in the presentation of Shakespeare’s
plays and. the higher drama for educa-
tional purposes, for both children and ad-
ults, and to organize in various parts of
which such
dramatic presentations can be controlled.
Then back of the whole project is the
national theatre for London, with its
radiating influence to all parts of the

'country, which would finally give the

theatre that security and guaranteed ex-
istence from which it could realize its
ideals, uncontaminated by elements that
have no interest in development of true
art, and from the necessity of competing

¢|with other forms of entertainment.

6. W. V. A CONVENTION

Vancouver, B. C., July 5—The third
annual convention of the G. W. V. A.
of Canada was brought to a close last
night with a tribute to the citizens who
were concerned in the admimstration of
the Canadian Patriotic fund: during the
war. It was declared that the fund had
been administered in the best possible
way, and that the association had never
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provide for the education of dependents
of diseased and totally disabled returned
soldiers. ‘Red Cross funds were ex-
empted in the resolution and it was
strongly urged by Comrade Margeson,
Ottawa; that the Canadian Patriotic
funds be included in the exemption. This
was opposed on the ground that the pa-
triotic and Red Cross funds would over-
lap. It was also pointed out that the
former fund would not be used to car-
ry out wotk exclusively among soldiers
and their dependents now that the war
is over.

A resolution introduced by Comrade
Barnhard, New Westminster, that wom-
en be given voting rights under porpor-

‘ﬁfteen officers and 210 men from Sun-

ENPRESS OF WY |

London, July 6—(By Canadian Asso-
ciated Press)—The Empress' of Britain
sailed for Quebec on Thursday carrying
seventy officers and 2,195 men. From
Witley Camp there are various details,

ningdale, twenty-four officers from Sea-
ford, seventeen from London, forty-four
nurses from Taplow. Brigadier-General
Dennison,-from Toronto 1s aboard, and
Majors B. H. Curry and A. F. Choste,
Winnipeg; E. W. Harrison, Ottawa; N.
Suttonh, Toronto; Matron Beadry, Ot-
tawa. o |

ARRESTED AT MNDDYER

Andover, - July 7-—Ben, Condon, who,
it is said, operates on the boundary line
near Grand Falls, was ,taken yesterday
morning by the prohibition officers,” Al-
len’ Maclaughlan and R. W. Demmings,
and is now in Andover jail. He will
be brought to court this week.

A despatch to Charles Robinson, secre -
tary returned soldiers’ commission, states
that the Olympic will dock at Halifax on
Tuesday. There are 280 on board for
New Brunswick.

had any difficulty in securing fair treat- | ional representation was passed.

theatre for ten years or more offered f
y ment for the numerous cases brought Al hy resolution d ling with the
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But iimes have changed. The war Before final adjournment, Comrade

uncovered hidden assets for the theatre. Calder, Montreal, delivered an appeal

i
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W. J. WETMORE, 91 Prince William Street, St. John, N. B. ' properly handled. It left o desire to.care dominion and referring to the different
- - for things that matter, and a call caine : ! stages in the war when _the French-
——— ‘from the public for a better = theatre. % i Canadians did not enlist in any large
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