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Despite his years it is difficult to think

. of Sir Wilfrid Laurier as no ,lougex:'_‘able
. to take a leader’s part in the public life

of Canada. Many people regird him
as the greatest living Canadian, and
there are none who do not pay tribute
to his eminent ability as a statesman,
‘his peerless eloguence, his rare personal
charm, his high integrity of character,

' his love of Canadd, and the noble purity
+ of his life. Whether always in the right
or not, no ptiblic man in the history of

-

this country has been inspited by loftier
aims; and it was with.a feeling of pro-
found regret, and a sense of real loss,
that those Liberals who supported union
government, feeling that they could do
no other, parted company with him upon

* the great issile which then divided the
- eountry. With the close of the war came

4 new set of conditions, and there has
been much speculation as to the length
of time that would elapse before poli-
tical parfics would make a new align-
ment. Liberal associations in some
parts of the country met and reaffirmed
their allegiance to Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

‘He was still the great outstanding fig-

ure, having behind him a record of splen-
did achievement as the prime ministet of
Canada, prior to the triumph of the

‘ antireciprocity party in 191L His party

- @

_flight beyond the valley

and the country had much to expect

" from his ripe wisdom and broad vision

in dealing with the grave problems of
reconstruction. Those who sought to di-
vide the country on racial or religious
lines had through long years no more
formidable antagonist than this eloquent
son of the great province of Quebee. 1t
now his voice must sink into silence he
will have left a great natfie, & noble in-
spiration, and a record of long and
splendid service, rendered not alone to
Canada but to an Empire that recog-
niged and honored him.

Today’s reports from Sir Wilfrid’s
‘bedside are of the gravest character,
and he may not survive the day. The
shock of the news is the greater because
no longer ago than on Saturday’ he
attended a Canadian Club meeting and
seemed in good health. Profound and
nation-wide sympathy goes out to Lady
Laurier, waiting beside her life-long
lover, as his strong soul poises for its
of the shadow.
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THE PORT OF ST. JOHN.

At otie time or another every one of
the journalists who is in' the city today
has heard or read disparaging remarks
about St. John and its harbor, and the
alleged hunger of the people for money
from Ottawa, to be wasted on useless
or unnecessary public works. Now that
the visitors are here and can look around
for themselves, a few facts may be pre-
sented in the hope that they will con-
tribute to a clearer knowledge of, the
whole matter of St. John’s claims and

" advantages as a national port. 8t John

people maintain that expenditures made
in this harbor are not for the city alone,
but are of the highest value to all of
western Canada. For example, the ex-
ports through the port of St. John last
year were valued at $200,788,647. The
west sent the goods, and the port of St
John ‘handled them. The grain ship-
ments alone amounted to 14,288,898
bushels. !
Lieut.-Gov. Pugsley placed before the
Canadian Lumbermen’s Association at a
recent banquet in this city certain other
figures which must also impress our
visitors. of today. He made a com-
parison of the exports from Canadian
ports for the four years, 1915-1918 in-

clusive. The statement follows:

Montreal ......ceeee-.....$1,156,016,627
St John Jiliiiasia..os BUBGIAAGS
Halilie .. il ... MABOIA00T
VANCOUVET .ovcecsisacccs 74,877,647
Quebee ...... L 88,398,470

That is to say, the exports from St
John in these four years were nearly
half as large as those from the great
port of Montreal, and more than twice
aé large as the total from the other three
ports combined.

Let it be borne .in mind in this con-
nection that it was only in the year 1895
that the Canadian parliament decided to
try the experiment of subsidizing steam-
ers from St. John to the United King-
dom, and that the subsidy to steamers
making their terminus at Portland,
Maine, was withdrawn in 1897, St. John’s
exports, for ten years prior to 1896, aver-
aged $3,744,907. Last year they were
$200,788,647. Before St. John got a dol-
lar from the Dominion for harbor im-
provement her people had made great
expenditures out of their own pockets.
They invested more than a million dol-
lars to provide terminals to prove that
St. John was a natural winter port for
Canada. Theirs was not a case of faith
without works. What other Canadian
port has any such record?

On what was the faith of the citizens
based? In the first place they had a port
easy of access throughout the year. In
the second place it was the port nearest
the heart of the country, having the
shortest rail haul. Consider this table

of distances:
Miles.
Montreal to St. John, C. P. R.....480
Montreal to Halifax, C. P. R. and
LE R i vk Heai 756

In favor of St. John
Quebec to St. John, I. C. R.,.......870

|
i

It moves the goods
666.5 of the world from many counters. It
—— cements trade friendships. It is the
96.5 arbiter of commerce and the interpreter
‘ of industrial growth,
659.3| It represents millions of dollars in
—— actual money. It gives life blood to that
1648 &iant press whose magazines and news-
. papets educate our people. It keeps men

national progress.
Quebec to Halifax, L C. R........

In favor of St. John
Quebec to St. John, N. T. R
Quebec to Halifax, N. T. R

In favor of St. John...... iR

This statement is not made to dis-! at machines and the harrow in the soil |

casé Il is man’s able, generous, always de-

parage Halifax, but to present the
Perhaps we havc never

for 5t John M it is worth whils o] Pendablc ally.

given advertising its full quota of credit|

spend '$30,000.000 on wharves and ter- ‘or award. We have pted it with
minals at Halifax, why not develop St. matter of fact indifference, as one ac-
John, which is setved by thrée lines of cepts light, heat, the planets or life itself.

| For advertising has been of speedy
railway from the west, and has a much growth. There was a period when even

shorter railway haul? Lieut.-Gov. Pugs- ! wise men lopkcd upon it as an adventure
ley rightly observes that it might well lal:l squandering. ‘Manufacturers employed
5. it G Gl ol the shdttionsd SN RERSHUE nfer prolest | T SR
haul would mark the difference between R o o pucty (i) had

" | can ever put into historic form the strug-

profit and loss. | gles advertising men have had to con-

If it be argued that last yea¥'s export ! ;Itince nc‘ll‘ilentskﬂmt they should advertise?
i R WO make strenuous reading! I said
trade was very exceptional because of 'ihat advertising had been of speedy

war conditions it may be replied that growth! I mean exactly that. It is
much extra cost would have been saved only within the last dozen years that its
had there béen additional facilities: |
another railway next winter, the Na-|
tional Transcontinental coming in over
the St. John Valley Railway, to be com=
pleted next June. The trade of the port
will grow as the country grows,.and it

;loa campaign, using full pages, was

cake of soap! It seemed incredible!
And’ now now like an aval-
anche of optimism, the man who makes

daring and wonderful things. This in-!

jes a position of

\ im}lr‘(leltus has amc;unted to professionalism. |
; g ere were few magazines and few
Moreover, St. John will be served by |sizable accounts. We can recall when a:

ooked upon with mingled amazement
and admiration. A full page to sell a|

things and the man who knows how
o create the demand for them meet on
a footing of mutual confidence and re-
‘speet. It is no longer difficult to sell
the basic idea of advertising.

| 1t has goften past the will-0’-the-
! wisp stage. Advertising, while
exact science, is certainly an approved
one, working out its own trade destihy
to the tune of clicking cash registers.

{

his factory space after an experiment
with advertising, he cares little whether
you call it selence or not. He likes the
medicine and cries for more. :

Finally. came war. As far flung as
scattered were the splendid ramifications
of advertisinig. Illustration and text did
some of the fighting and don’t forget
that. - Even some famous generals have
conceded  that. Advertising sold the
humanitarian idea of this war to Amer-
ica. 'Advertising provided the money to
carty it on. Advertising called the men
from their firesides and set them to
marching in khaki.

Advertising fed them and clothed them
and kept up their morale. Advertising
carried the very spirit of God jnto their
hearts when they were so far from their
homes and their mothers—and the suf-
ferings were so poignant that it seemed
‘as if there was no divige spirit in ‘all
the troubled wniverse. -Advertising used
President Wilson’s memorable words as
a text, and sought converts not alone
here, but in Europe. - Advertising sold
the principles of humanity, justice and
dethocracy to many nations under the
most adverse conditions. It was the
greatest advertising campaign the world
ever knew, and it brought home the
bacon.

is in the national interest to provide all
needed facilities. We will soon have. in
Courtenay Bay one of the largest dry-
docks in the world, with a ship repair
plant, which will further enhance the
value of the port. When 8t John, there-
fore, asks that the national government
improve the harbor, it can show that
with the needed facilities it.can deliver
the goods, and is not asking that the
people’s money be wasted on useless
public works. It is important in the
national interest that our visitors get
this point of view. St. Jobn is a na-
tional port. l

LIGHTER VEIN.

‘Breaking It Gently.

The boss called the typist to his room.

Miss Keytap, you are a very pretty
young  wom&n.”

‘Oh!” said Miss Keytap, blushing.

“You dress neatly and you have a well
modulated voice. I might add that your
deportment is also above reproach.”

“You shouldn’t pay me so many com-
pliments.”

“] only want to put you in a cheerful
frame of mind,” said the boss, “before
taking up the matter of your spelling
and punctuation.”

They Weren’t Neighborly.

He was old and angular, but strong
and upstanding, with the look of the
farm on lis unsophisticated face. In his
old and none too clean blue jumper and
jeans he gazed out upon the boulevard,
with its shining cars and daintily clad
ladies. Confidence in all the world
shone in his innocent old eyes.

“Say, Mister, Pd like a ride, please}”

BORDEN IN NEW ROLE.

What has happened to. Sir Robert
Borden? If the cabled report of his
latest utterance is correct he has been
shaken out of his accustomed repose of
manner and bécome even more outspoken
than Hughes of Australia. President
Wilson, Mr. Lloyd George, M. Clemen-
ceau and, their colleagues must have sat
up and rubbed their eyes. This is not
the Borden of solemn mien and meas-
ured utterance, but a dashing cavalier
who goes straight to the mark. We
rather like him in that racter. So
our seldiers went ‘up the slopes of Vimy
Ridge. If Sir Robert Borden believes
there has been too much marking time
since the armistice was signed, and if
his observation has made him impatient
of needless delay, he does right, to pro-
test. We fancy the Canadian soldiers,
eager to be home, agreed very heartily
with his vigorous and unqualified re-
marks. He appears in a new and un-
expected role, and if the people of Can-
ada do not quite recognize him at first
they will at least applaud his ‘courage.
Sir Robert may even return to Canada
and couch his lance for a tilt with the
High Cost of Living, which has also been
shamelessly slow in finding out that the
armistice was signed three months ago.

Your Chance
To Buy
High Grade

Boots, Pumps,
Slippers, Fawn
and Gray Gaiters,
Brown and Black
Rubbers

in Every Size and Width

At Our
February Sale

All Fresh Up-to-date Styles.
No Old Stock.

Specials for Girls and Boys.

Girl's PAtent, Cloth Top, Laced
and Button Boots, Low
Heels, Sizes, 2, 2 1-2, 3,

$3.00 pr.

Ladies High Cut Laced Boots,
High Heels, Sizes, 2 1-2, 3
3 1.2, Half Price .$4.00 pr.

Boys' Heavy Box Kip, Neat
Fitting, Bellows Tongue,
Laced Boots, Full Double
Soles, $4.50 Grade . .$3.60

Boys Gum Laced Rubbers,
Same Height as a Boot, Sizes
11 to 13 and:! to 5, $2.60
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St. John extends a very cordial wel-
come to the visiting journalists. They
will find a quiet but busy city, facing its
own problems cheerfully, and with an
abounding faith in Canada as the great
country of the future. It is always a
pleasure to welcome men of the journ-
alistic profession, because their outlook
is broad and they are keen observers. In
the lower provinces regret is frequently
expressed that the west misunderstands
the east. Nene are more competent to
correct a wrong impression than ourl
visitors of today.

LOMROTIRCIR 4

Borings are being taken at Frederic-
ton on the site of a proposed new rail- !
way bridge to carry the heavy traffic|
of the national transcontinental to St.|
John. The branch railway from Fred-||
ericton to McGivney Jupnction is to be’
put in proper condition this year for the
same traffic, and the Valley Railway
will be completed. St. John will then be
a terminus of three great railways, and

should steadily grow as a great national| Giade All. ... $2.00 pr.
rt. . o

. ® © @@ Little Boys' Sizes, 8, 9, 10,
“Future disturbances of the world’s $1.67 pr.

peace will come from Germany alone,” s

says a French delegate on the League of | °pen Saturday Nisht Until

10 O’clock

FAANCIS. & VAUCHAN

19 KING STREET

Nations committee. Judging from what |

some. members of the German govern-,

ment are saying he may be right. Now

is the time to put the curb on Germany.
® @ © P

Failure of the Russian factions to

cease fighting and meet in conference

excites curiosity as to the next move
by the Allied powers. To leave Russia
an open field for German exploitation! You Can Line Your Own Stove

et DOt EYS
PREPARED
FIRECLAY

Brigadier Barr of the Salvation Army.}
To be had of W. H. Thorne & Co,

A most eapable officer, and one of the |
1td., Market 8q.; T. McAvity & Sons,

least obtrusive of men, he has filled an

important place in the life of the city.
Ltd., King St.; J. E. Wilson, Ltd., Syd-
ney St.; Emerson & Fisher, Ltd., G-r-

® © © @
Hon. Mr. Carvell believes wheat should
main St.; Geo. W. Morrell, Haymarket
Sq.; J. M. Logan, Haymarket Sq.; C. H.

be thrown into the open market. Why
not bacon also? The packers have nhad

Ritchie, 820 Main St.; Quinn & Co,, 415
Main St.

quite as merry a times as the farmers.

® © ©® @®©
Canada. appears to be on the eve of
great changes in the personnel of its

political leaders in the federal arena.

he ecalled to the driver of a new seven-
passenger car at the corner of Thirty-
{ fourth and Main streets.

| But the seven-passenger ignored his
plea.  Car after car did the same, and
the old man turned puzzled eyes to the:
| others standing near and remarked'in
neighborly fashion: “Out our way we
ain’t so proud as to refuse a ride to
anybody.”—Kansas City Star.

Heredity. :
Vincent was altogether tgo garrulous

punishment as the institution allowed to
be meted out were without any apparent
effect upon the boy, until at last the
head master decided to mention the
lad’s fault upon his monthly report.

| So the next report to his father had
' these words:

|

| “Vincent talks a great deal.”

Back came the report by mail, duly

signed, but with this written in red ink
under the comment: “You ought to hear
. his“mother.” . *

THE KAISER

(Montreal Journal of Commeree.)
The demand for the punishment of
Emperor William has been world-wide.

In all the allied countries there is a con-'

viction that he was chiefly responsible
for the war; that while he tried at first
‘to seem to ;i@ fu the background, and
claimed that he was driven into the war
to defend Germany from her enemies, it
was his hand which directed the Aus-
trian demands on Serbia, and that he
could easily have averted the conflict if
he hed so desired. That he should now
escape after millions of his deluded sub-
jects have been killed and staggering
burdens in various forms are to be im-
posed on the Germans who live, does not
seem to be in accordance with justice.
World-wide is the hope that means may

be found of bringing him out of his re- Q

fuge in Holland-and within the reach of
Jjustice. There are, however, occasional
dissenting voices, One of these is the
voice of an eminent Englishman,
}!_ahfax, who has written to the London
"I_xmes, *“This demand for the extradi-
tion of the Kaiser,” he writes, “is mad-
ness. We war with nations, not indi-
viduals. The Kaiser is no worse.than
his countrymen. Do we intend to ask
for the -extradition of zll who are con-
cerned in the guilt of the war, and if
not, why not? The appeal is to
force, not to law. Germany has lost
and the' Allies, if they can enforce their
demands, can imprison and behead the
. Kaiser, if they are so minded, but if they
do thgy will be guilty of an act which
posterity will condemn, as it has con-
demned the treatment of Napoleon, and
which will invest the Kaiser with a halo
and an interest in the imaginstion and
hearts of men which at this moment he
has lost forever. . ‘Vengesnce is
riine, I will repay, saith the Lord. And
surely_ Divine justice, and the penalty
that justice exacts, was never in the

history of the world more conspicuously |

exhibited than it is today in the case of
fhtr? Kaiser and the German people.”
There may be grave international dif-
ficulties in obtaining the extradition of
fhe l'(a.iser from Holland. Lord Halifax,
it will be noted, does not speak of these.
His view is that even if the person of
the Kaiser can be brought within reach
of the Allies, he should not be more
,severely punished than any other Ger-
man.
‘ If the Kaiser can be brought out of
Holland, it might be a good idea to post-

' pone the ultimate sentence for a period ;

of_ vears, and in the meantime send him,
with his family, to Devil’s Island, or
some other isolated place, to receive
every day the fare and the treatment
accorded by the Germans to the British
prisoners of war. As a guarantee that
,ic treatment is correct, strictly accord-
| ing to the German-example to be follow-
!ed, the Kaiser and his party might be

! placed under the care of a guard care- |

ful.ly chosen from the ranks of the Brit-
ish prisoners, who are now coming home
’from Germany. After, say five years’
(treatment of that kind, the, question of
| what further punishment should be im-
. posed might then be taken up. Perhaps
ithe tender consideration which Lord
Halifax seems to desire for the Kaiser
might then be more acceptable to the
Allies than it is likely to be at present.

On the Marriage Day.

Romance ceases and history begins—
and corns begin to go teo when
nam’s” is applied—it takes out roots,
branch and stem. Nothing so sure and
painless as Putnam’s Corn and Wart Ex-
tractor; try “Putnam’s,” 26¢, at all deal-
ers.

The first twilight concert was held
on Saturday in the Baptist Institute on
Germain street. Those who took part
in the programme were Mrs. L. M. Cur-
ren, Miss Kathleen Mareh, Dr.' R. L.
Bonnell, Perey Cruikshank, Miss Winni-

) fred Baker and Mrs. I. Frank Archibald.

not an:

When a merchant doubles his sales gnd

were our fighting fronts, just so far’

in school to please his teachers. Suchi

Lord.

“Put- |

ters’ Tools.

STANLEY TOOLS

- We also stock Ship Carpenters’ Adzes, lipped and
plain, Broad Axes,

A large and comprehensive stock,
including |
Planes, Braces, Ruies and Levels,

" Steel Squres, Mallets, Marking Gauges,
Mitre Boxes, Wood Scrapers, Etc.

Bench Axes and other Ship Carpen-

-
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you get
Electric

|

{

T.MIAVITY & SONS.L?
Eveready D

Light where you want it, when you want it and plenty of it, is the kind of light

Have you a Daylo that is not
tery to fit it, the only battery that is long lived,

aylo
= —_—
The Light That Says There It Is

with an Eveready Daylo,

Light. _
Prices from $1.00 up :

wor king? Bring it here. We have a bat-
dependable and really economi-

the highest development o f the Portable
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‘Tha Courage 0f
~ (uebec Premier

(Toronto Globe.)
The people of Canada who desire the
prohibition: throughout the' dominion of
the manufacture and sale-of intoxicating

liquors have read with pleasdre of the
declaration madé by Sir Lomer Gouin, |
premier of Quebec, to his followers in
the legislature that there was no ques-
tion about going back on the pronibi-
tion law passed at the last session of the
legislature. The only question *that re-
mained was as to the best method of
applying the law.in order that it might,
' be a prohibition law in reality. :
| Great pressure has been brought to
i bear upon the government of Quebece

1
{would permit the issue of wine and
i beer licenses ofter May 1, when the
{ saloons of Quebec province must close
! under the prohibitory law. It is greatly
to the credit of Sir Lomer Gouin that
{he resisted the pressure, which came
| pot only from men engaged in the li-
| quor traffic who have long been his
| political friends, but also from a con-
| siderable element of the workinginen
{of the province. It takes courage 0
stand up against long-c tinued press-
| ure of the sort to which the premuer of
| Quebec was subjected, and prohibiti m- |
|ists will hold Sir Lomer in honor for
1the steadiness shown by himr under the
| fire of opponents of the law. His action,
land that of his colleagues, has ended
! all possibllity of a conilict between the
, Dominion and - provincial authorities
! concerning the federal prohibitory law,
'and has made reasonably ,certain the
!thnrough enforcement of that part of
'lthe law (which forbids the manufacture
{ or importation of liquor.

{ Had Queebc remained “wet” the fed-
{eral order in council prohibiting the
manufacture of liquor in Canada or its
| importation into the Dominion might
"have been challenged as an undue in-
| terference with the rights of the prov-
lince. FEven a large popular majority
| throughout the Dominion in favor of
' making these prohibitions permanent
! might not have prevented conflict be-
{ tween the federal authority and the pro-
| vincial. The voluntary action of Que-
| bec, the last “wet” province, in casting
| out the bar makes straight the path to-
| ward nation-wide prohibition by fed-
| eralenactment following upon the pleb-
! jscite, which most people regard as de-
sirable, and which in the province of
Ontario has been definitely promised by
the government.

The fear is expressed in certain guar-
‘ters that #he liquor interests, driven out
of the United States by constitutional
amendment, may retain a foothold in
North America by securing the defeat
of prohibition at the polls in Canada.
That the “trade” may seek to do so is |
entirely possible. That it will succeed |
is pot. - The popular majority in Can- |
ada for prohibition is overwhelmingly |
great. - It would be large without the |
votes of enfranchised womanhood. With |
the woman vole included, as it must be, |
the vote for prohibition will be almost |
twice as great as that for the open bar. |
Even in urban Quebec, formerly the |
stronghold of license sentiment, recent’
majorities against the bar have been |
large. The capital city of Quebec itself |
{piled up an anti-license majority of |
18,521 a little over a year ago. The re-
| sult in the other provinces % not at all |
|in doubt. Albefta in July, 1915, went |
ldry by a popular majority of 25,000. |
Saskatchewan followed in December, !
1916, with a vote of 95,249 for the wip= |
ing out of the few remaining govern-i
. ment liquor dispensaries in the province,
to 23,666 for thar retention. In Mani- |
toba also, where in March, 1916, there !
was a popular vote on the issue of pro-
hibition, it was carried by 50,101 for |
to 25,506 against. This was a vote of |
males only, woman suffrage having
come later.

These recent figures give assurance |
that whether the plebiscite comes during
| the present year or in 1920, the populm";
majority for mational prohibition in |
Canada will be such as to put the coun-|
try irrevocably on record against the!
saloon, and’ to perpetuate the law for-i
bidding the -manufacture, importation !
and sale of intoxicating liquor within |
the Dominion. To that great end the |
courage of Sir Lomer Gouin has in nol
small degree contributed.

[y

for such a. modification of the law .as |

About the Choice
of Flour |

It’s always much the best to
select a brand of well estab-
Yished quality. LA TOUR
Flour has stoed the test
of time, meeting satisfac-

s

o torily, all requirements in
LaTosr thousands of hoim e s
o < YOU’LL like it, too.

3 Ask Your Grocer for La~
MANITOBA HARD Tour Flour :
h"oWHEAT *e' R

i, WSt Fowler Milling Co.,

St. John, West

et
RUSSIAN PROBLEM

Paris, Saturday, Feb. 15—(By the As-
sociated Press)—The Russjan problem
was again before the supreme council
of the great powers today. - This was the
day orvoginally set for the assembling of
the conference at Princes’ Islands, but
while the day passed without a confer-
ence, hopes of holding the island meet-

g

]

ing have not entirely been abandoned.
The supreme council heard Winst
Spencer Churchill, the British secrets
of war today. Colopel Churchill :
posed further means for the adjust’.i
of the Russian situation, No action w
taken on his proposal, however, wit
went over until Monday. The gene
outlook for an adjustment of the sit
tion was said not to be encouraging.

A REASON

Many have remarked on the surprising
growth of our business in five short years.

Starting from a very modest beginning
less than five years ago it is fast becoming
the largest purely retail coal business in

St. John.

One reason for this remarkable growth
is in the quality of our coal.

We buy only the best obtainable and
then screen every load of it before delivery
to remove the slack and dust so detri-
mental to a good fire. '

We can give prompt delivery of good
clean Hard Coal all sizes—Broken, Egg,
Nut, Chestnut and Pea.

Consumers Coal Co. Lid.

331 Cha‘rlotte‘ Street
'Phone M=-1913
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