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representative institutions.* The powers conferred by the actwere I.m.ted. yet these germs of political liberty and provincialautonomy, were capable of expansion into a compleie systemof parliamentary governmenc. The organization of the Zecu .ve was left unchanged. The new constitution was manltestly only a temporary compromise, which, however wellaclap e,l to the then condition of the colony, was aWtrerunsmted to the government of a body of free intelligent Sn;
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Councl-the official, the nominee and the elective, were infrequent stnfe. through the attempts of the popular repr^sen -
at.ves to secure .scne control over the conduct of the adm"n
.strat,o.. With the growth of ,>opulation and wealth Te"demand for more liberal institutions became most insistent.' unti^U could no longer be justly refused by the home authorit"e
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I or Phdhp d.str.ct.= necessitated the interposition of theEnglKsh government, and afforded a favorable opportunity for
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°' *"^'-"-*'^"*-- oi the several collies \tproposed new constitution, outlined by Earl Grey, the Secretarvfor the Colon.es. in his famous despatch of Ju y 31^18473met with an intensely hostile recep-L in Net Scnith WjJiThe colomsts strongly resented the introduction of poHtkaJchanges upon which they hp^ not been consulted, and es^ 1
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objected to the suggested mode of electing he legErl

smal instanment of popular liberty they then enjoyed Thesevigorous protests, together with the critical state o affairs LEurope occasioned the postponement of the measure! and ismodification by a committee of the Privy Council so as to Lie
.t n.re compatible with the wishes of L Australian popTeThe Australian Colonies Government Act of 1850* was
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