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pur Montli arc tlirown Irom ilic I'rcvs only in

London'), and ' lo join tlieruwitli some other
Matters of i:sc or AnuisLincnt tliat will be
tonmninicated to us.' liesidcs tln>, liis title-

pai;e l.rolesses to record the • most icimrk-
iiMi Tratisactioiis and Emits, I'orei^M and
Domestick,' the 'liirlhs, Nrarna^es, Deaths,
I'roinutions, and l!ankru|.ts,' the IViccN of
(looils and Stock, the liills of Morlalily, and
a Re-ister of liooks. Most of the Magazines
«hic h followed, the t.omloii, the Scoti, the
A'.M,,/, the l.itirary, the Coitrf, the /.,/,/i'j-, the
L'linnsal, the hritis/i, the Toi,'ii mi,/ Cfiintn;
the Ei4)vf;;vi. ^,., were after the same model,
varie.l more or less by ' Maps of the War,'
'Airiirate I'lans of rortifications,' ' I'rospects

'

(if lo( alilies,

liiiuiiv, i.ikiii u.i» thf 111'.'

WIhtl- all i>r,ii),Mli.MK .\rv at sink-.

of ' lieasts just landed in the 'lower,' problems
l)y I'hilomath, Crandios and Rebuses, h.eads
ol Celebrities 'curiously engraved in Copper,'
new .ountry Dances, and the last Va.ixhall
or Ranelagh songs 'with the Musick.' In
addition to these there were the Moiillilv and
L ritual KrruU'S, dealing exclusivelv, and not.

on the whole, iuadequatelv, wilh lurrent
literature. Lastly, dating from 175S. comes
the Annual A',--isl,r, planned by Ldnmnd
liurke, by whom it was at first wholly com-
IJOsed, though It was eventually tontiiuad by
other hands.

In conchnling the foregoing summary of
lernin of the more obvious char.K teristics of
Kighteenth Century Literature, it is perhaps
iieces.s.iry to remind the reader of the limit.itioiis

indicated in its opening paragraphs. It w.is

tl'.ere proposed only to treat of those new de-
veloiinients in literary expression whi< Ii c ,nild

fairly be claimed as originating in the period.

With very slight deviation, this intention ha,
been adhered to. }\m\ a survey ;f the general
literary product been proposed, it would have
been necessary to say something, and even
much, of liurke and Klociuence, of I'hilosopliy

a,id Berkeley, of limler and Theology, -to say
nothing of other themes and '-riters. I!ut these
things, besides involving the needless anticipa-

tion of much which must naturallj form part of

the pages that follo-v, would only have served to

peri)lex the very explicit and defmiiel) re-tric ted
fiiiu tion of this paper.
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Revolutions in poliii, s ,ire not necessarily
attended by revolutions in literature, since
the development of art is largely independent
ot tile conditions created by a change in

the constitution of the .State. The char.icter

and genius of a iieople, their soci.il habits
and ideal.s, and ,dso the iiitluence ol the exist

iMg models and tr.iditions of art, are much
more potent factors in literary evolution than
.my mere alteration of their government, how-
ever r.ulical or conspicuous. l-;specially must
It be so when the revolution, like that of i6,S.S

in l-'.ngland, is one that 1 .luses no disturbance
of the national modes of life. The overthrow
of the monarchy under Ch.irles I., .ucompanied
as it was by civil war, by a < Iiange of religion

.ind of moral regime, and by the [iroscriptioii of
a whole party "ith all its fishiijns ,ind ide.ds,

I ould not fail to have very serioiis ivsiilts in the
domain of art, sinijily because it wa> so much
more th.in a political revolution. The theatre
w.is suppressed; the lighter poetry was dis-

couraged
; men's thoughts were turm-d to con-

troversy aiid edification
; and so for a decade

our literature was .111 affair mainly of jiamphlets
and of sermons. Kven .Milton ii.ul to le,i\e

Ills song of Parailise until the reign ot

roisterers succeeded the reign of saints, but
the Revolution of lO.Sfi »as marked bv no
proscription, and, in Kngland at least,' was
uiisi.iined by civil war. There were no f-iu-s

nor seiiuestrations, no puritanic justices 11 ir

domineering major-generals. The bishop s.u

sate in his palace, the Tory squire in hi,

hdl; the ritual of Laud was maintained m
the parish churches, and tlie fellows of Oxford
and Cambridge knew no chani;e save tli.it

they Were now protected from the intrusion
ol Papist (ollt.igues. The court was still

brilliant at Whitehall— more decorous, cer-

tainly, and very much duller than in the
.Merry Monarch's d.iy.s, but still the (ourt
of an Knglis'i king, or .it least an Knglish
ipieen. At the theatre .Mr i'epys miglit s....

enjoy the plays of Ktherege and W'ycherley,
and the ivits and templars still gathered round
the chair of I)ry<Ieii at Will's,

I'nder these conditions it was natural
that the history of imaginative literature

under Willi.,m III. should show merely a


