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A PLEA FOR THE MILITIA.

entire male population takes it in turn
to serve, as in Swit/orland, a country
which has for centuries pr(!sentetl the
edifyinj,' spectacle of a nation deter-

mined to be independent, butiuiver to

interfere with its nei;^hliours—an ex-

anijile it would bo well for us to fol-

low.

With (!xc«![)tion of the clergy and
certain civil functionaries, every Swiss
is a soldier. From the age of It) to

that of -1-1 he may be at any time
called upon for military service. But
practically a man passes into the re-

serve or Lnndwchr, at about 28 to 30,
serving his time in the ilitc or first

line, before that age. As soon as a
youth attains the age of 1 9 la; is at-

tached to a battalion in his canton and
there undergoes 2S days' drill for tlie

first year, and eight days' drill in the
succeeding years. If he is suitable ho
is ])laced in the engineers or artillery,

and then undergoes 42 days' training

for the first and 1 4 days in the suc-

cteding years. Kiflenien ai-e trained

for 35 days the first, and 14 the follow-

ing years.

Staff officers are obliged to pass
through the military school at Tiuin,

as are also the ollicers of engineers and
artillery. Regimental staff oliic(;rs

also ])ass examinations on promotion.
The nnlitary college at Tliun is self-

sustaining.

'Dm elite or first line, numbers 84,-

369 of all ranks, thi^ irsc.rce or second
line 50,009, of all ranks, and the
Landwehr or third line, 05,981 of all

ranks ; the first two (in roiuid num-
bers 140,000 men) being armed and
equipped.

Thus we see what can be accom-
plished in the way of defensive organi-
zation, by smaller nations, with lesser

revenues than our own. What are
we to do towards the same end'j No
hurried extension of our present sys-

tem is necessary or would be prudent.
Armies are not made in a day, nor can
a militarysystem be perfected in ayear.
But thejruiaework must be built in. time

of j)eac6,nj)oii such solidfomdations that

it will neither shrinJi- nor yive w<iy Jinder

the presnure of wur. Therefore w(! ap-

peal to our legislators, and to our
countrymen at large, to give the mat-
ter serious and instant consideration.

To have an etHcient militia, sullicient

funds must be provided to carry on
the work regularly. It M'ill not do to

spend two nullions in one year, and
half a million in I'iie next. The vote
should be a standing sum, and not
subject to legislative caprice, or chec^se-

paring administration. Let the coun-
try decide, once for all, what it can
afford to spend annually for defensive

purposes, and then hold tho.se ])ersons

resi)onsible for its proper exi)enditure,

who are also responsll)l(! for the

etllciency of the Force.

It is dillicult to understand on what
grounds the successive Governments
have be(!U so parsimonious in reference

to militia expenditure. There is no
item in the Public Accounts less

grudged l.y the uuisses of the people

than that devoted to the support of the

militia ; there is no outlay that is dis-

trii)uted so evenly over the country

—

and there is little doubt but that any
(iovernment would be liberally su|)-

ported in a generous policy towards
tiie force.

Members of Parliament have said

that the country would not submit
to an increased expenditure for mili-

tia j)urpose.s. This is either found-

ed on ignorance of the real feelings of

the Canadian jieople, or is but a shal-

low pretence. Ha;ve we not seen year
after year Muni^'ipal Councils all over
the country voting large sums to their

local volunteer corps to su|)plement

the Government Grants'? Do not the

Municipalities meet the Government
half way and build hand.sonie drill

sheds, of which they pay a large por-

tion of the cost ? The municipal bodies

are not bound to expend these sums,
it is no part of their duty any more
than that theyshould give grantsto the

customs and the post ofHce, or for the

erection of light-houses. This liberal-

ity is the most conclusive proof that


