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said very candidly, that he would rathor

carry it with his, then, present advisers,

than with his previons Government. Of
coarse I cannot say positively what influ-

enced His Exoellenoy to that preference.

It may be that we had been too long in

the saddle, and felt firmly fixed in our
seats ; it may be that we were too super-
cilious, and were not Bubservient enough
to His Excellency's wishes. We had our
failings, but one, and the paramount de-
sire of our administration was, to serve
the people's interests, and we never per-

mitted any man to come between us and
those interests, oor permitted any inter-

ference with what we considered consti-

tutional principles ; and when we in

Council made a recommendation, we saw
that it was cp icd into effect.

I know not what it is that His Excellency has
soen in me to favor me especially with his confi-
dence, unless it is that I have never sought after
norsonni arrgrandizcment. For eleven years I

have buen in public life, and have never asked
for or got anything for mysel*". My scat here was
not asked for by me ; I came hero to meet the ne-
cessities of my party, and I have always retained
the position iH my own county, of being able to
secure a scat If not in one branch of the Legisla-
ture, in the other, and therefore, when I hear
charges made about hon. gentlemen seeking their
own self interest it passes by mo like tlic wind.
But I have heard, and with astonishment and re-
gret, grave charges made against hon. gentleman,
my colleagues in this House; I have heard tin
motives of hon. members of this branch, whose
years should shield them from puch groundless
slanders, impugned.

It is complained of His Excellency, that ho held
consultation wl'h mo. The Oovcrnmcnt knew I

was in communication with His Kxccllenrv, for
I met Mr. Smith at dinner at Government llousc,
imniediatelv after His P^xcclloncy's return fVoni
Montreal, three days before the House met; His
Excellonry told mo he had been to Canada, in
the interest of the Oovornnicnt, on the matter of
union, and that Mr. HmKh bad agreed to go for
a scheme of omfcderatlon, and ho had advised to
act in conjunction with geiitlenieii in the ()pj)o-
•iiion. .Subssqiicntly, he luvlted mo to meet Mr.
Rmlth, in order to son what could or rhoiild be
done. 1 said I would endeavor to Inlluenco geu-
tlcmcn of my party to co-otwrato with mc, Ifsnt-
Isflcd about the propi,.-"<l union, because I believed
there was no man of that party, however strong
his fculiiigs might be as to the wrongs we had
siilR>red, but was prepared to forKit, In the great
national Interests of the momtut, niiv mere loci-

iiign of tiesire lor party profcronce iir of party re-
venue. I cull ii;ipoal to gentlemen who hear iiic

to-day, to boar witness to the truth of what T as-

sert, when I say that my conduct created suspi-

cion in the minds of those gentlemen with whom
I had long been associated publicly ; that I near-
ly abnegated myteifwith my party, and forfeit-

ed my claims upon their confidence, because I
was resolved to nelp the dominant party to carry
Confederation. Friends told me "Mitchell, you
have destroyed, you hare ruined our party," and
left me in anger. .

I felt that the Government, if sincere, were
playing a dangerous game, and, at the same time,
doubted their sincerity, because I did not think
they discovered sufficient frankness, and I told
His Excellency that I doubted the sincerity of
the Govemmcnt. He told me he had the most
certain evidences of the sincerity of His advisers,

and could pledge himself for them. I never
doubted His Excellency ; from what I had seen
of him, I always considered him high-minded
and honorable—Time, the revealer of all things,
;vill show who are the men of truth. I gave
my word to His Excellency, but added one con-
dition to it, and it was, that on the first oppor-
tunity, the Government would come out boldly,
and avow their policy. His Excellency enter-

tained no doubt of this, because he told mo ho
hud written despatches, based on their promises,
that they would, soon after the meeting of the
Hoase, submit the papers, and have a comraittea
struck. Had the Government acted boldly, as
they promlsc'l, and brought in a scheme, and
honestly avowed their chaugc of opinion, they
would be now in a better position, and, having
thus proved their sincciity, I would bo bound to
support them.

As I have said, I doubted them ; I am
inclined to doubt anything that shrinks

from the light of day. For one week I

kept my pledge, and then seeing no pros-

pect of the Government keeping their

pledges, I went to His Excellency and
told him that I wished to reoall my pledge.

He asked me why. I told him why ; I

had reason to conclude that the Govern-
ment intended to deceive us ; that they

had told their supporter*^ that the para-

graph in the Speech did not mean Con-
federation, although the papers in tho

sister Colonics wore full of the intelligence

that our Govornnieut had declared for

confederation in tho Kpcooh, and although

in those Colonics it was creating a change

in public sentiment, and was calculated

to lead to good results, though our Gov-
ernment did not intend it. His Excel-

lency exprepsod regret at my oonvictionn,

and reluctr.ntly Hurrondercd to inc my
pledge.

The question, and it is an unpleasant


