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LATEST ABOUT THE GRAIN GRADES.

Roforotico 18 made 1n other articles in thus
1ssuo to tho changes i1n the grain grados.
The latest report from Uttaws 18 W the effect
that the changes made 1n tho Manitoba wheat
grades by the inland revenuo department,
which has control of this interest, may not
g0 1nto effect after all. Mr. Bell, secrotary
of the Winmpeg board of trade, went to Otta-
wa to confor with tho department regarding
the changes in thogrades and after ho bad had
a conferonce with tho minister and Commis-
sionor Miall, it was announced that the ques-
tion would be left for the decision of the
standards board. ‘I'he standards beard will
mneet in Winnipeg about October 15th, whon
the quustion will be bruught up. 1f the board
advises in favor of the ohanges as announced
by the department, thew will go into effect.
On the otber haud, if the board decides
against tho changes, tho department will
withdraw the order. The telegram from
Ottawa says:

** The standards board will bo 1nstructed to
choose two standards for No. 1 hard, one
under tho old classification of two-thirds red
fyfo, with a minimum weight of ;0 pounds;
the other under the new order. Whichever
standard the farmer roprcsentatives on the
board consider should be adopted, so the
government will be guided, and if it tran-
spires that the comptroller. in making a
change to 75 ner cont. red fyfe and 61 pounds
weight has been misinformed, he will at oncs
proceed to rectify the mistake."

The standards hoard is composed of eighteen
persons, one half of whom are farmors. It
would appear from the tolegram from Ottawa,
that only the farmers on the board will be
permitted to vote on tho question as to the
advisability of making the changes. This is
perhaps a miztako in wording the telegram.
The grain gredes are mostly a commercial
matter, for convenience in handling thecrop.
The farmer sells bis wheat by the load, prin-
cipally ~n sample, and he is not nearly asmuch
interested io the grades as are the dealers,
Only those who are intimately familiar with
the trade, understaud the full use of the
grades, and are qualified to pronounce there-
on. It would therefor scem strange if the
grain trade 1s nut to be allowed to have any
voice in the matter. Still, the department
has acted very peculiarly in this matter all
the way through, and to refuse to allow the
grain men to have a vcico in deciding the
question, would not be any more unreason-
able than has been the action of the depart
ment. ali alung, 10 cunnection with the grain
grades, sinco the matter came up this season.

EDITURIAL NOTES.

THE prospect for the farmers of the West
looks decidedly better than it did a sherttime
ago, due principally to the sharp advance in
prices, The better prices now obtained for
wheat and oats is very encouraging. Though
the yield will bo less than last year, the net
profit on the sesson’s operations will not be
much loss in mary cases, as prices are higher
and there bas not been nearly as much paid
out in wagesthisyear. Thecost of threshing
has also been less in son:e districts, the price
of threshing having been reduced to threo
cents per bushel, and in some cases even two
and a half cents was accepted for threshing.

IT is rumorid that & departmont of public
lands will snon be created by tho provincial
government of Manitoba. This would indi-
cate that aome satisfactory arrangoment has
beon made, or is likely to bo made, butween
the federal and provincial governmonts for
tho handing avor to tho provinco of tho pub-
lie lande within its boundaries. All the old
provincesin Canadacoutrol their publiclanas,
but in the now provinces and territories of
tho West, tho fedoral governmont has hold
control of the public domuin. If tho prevince
should gain control of the lands, wo may ox-
pect to seo & moro aotive imnmigration policy
adopted by the local government.

x * *

IT is said that Manitoba farmers are con
suming more pork and less beof than they
did somoy yoars ago. This is borne out by
tho statoments of hide dealers, that there aro
not nearly as many beof hides marketed now
ag thero wero sovon or ton years ago. The
population of the country is much groater
now than 1t was then, and undoubtedly there
is more meat consumed now than then, but
tho kind of meat largely consamed in the
rural districts has changed. Manitoba far-
mers did not go in much for hegs some years
ago, and it is well known that of late years
raising hogs has beon far more goneral than
formerly. The price of hogs being low this
yoar, do doubt many of tho farmers think it
more profitable to sell their beof animals and
consume their pork at home.

x * *

IT is a matter for regrot that many of the
creameries and cheese factories in Manitoba
aro obliged to closo operations so early in the
season, owing to tho shortage in the supply
of milk, The best part of the season for
operating the factories, so fur as the woather
is concerned, is in the fall, but many of the
factories are obliged to close up quite early in
tho fall on account of the supply of milk be-
coming too small to make it pay to keep
operating. Farmers who patronize the fac-
tories should grow sume feed for theiwr cows
so that when the grass begins to get dry and
frostod, the flow of milk could bo kept up. If
a little oxtra feed is not provided for the fall
season, there is sure to bo a great falling off
in the supply of milk. Farmers who intend
to foliow up the dairy business, should also
ondeavor to improve their stock, with this
special object in view. There is no use keep-
ing a poor cow for dairy purposes, when it
will not cost any more to keep a good one.

* ® *

THE question of grinding-in-bond was
brought up at the meeting of the Manitoba
and Northwest Millers’ Association, held at
Brandon, early in Sopteraber. This is a
question which is perhaps of as much direct
intorest to Manitoba farmers as to western
millere, 1t was pointed out at the meeting
of the millers’ ascociation that the present
arrangement is unfavorable to the western
wheat grower and slso to the western millers.
Instead of buying Manitoba hard wheat,
eastarn millers ara allowed to import hard or
other wheat from thn United Statesand grind
the same, getting a rebate of the duty when
thay export a like quantity of flour, The
effect of this is to rob the western farmer and
miller largely of the bemefit which they

should derive frum tho duty on wheat and
flour. The eastern miller ean import hard
wheat {rom the States and sell the product at
home, gotting a rebate uu flour expurted
which is mado from castern wheat, Jhua sup
plying tho eastcrn markots with hard wheat
flour made from the imported wheat, which
otherwiro would have tu « yme frem Mauituba
and tho Terituries. The farmers have been
intoresting themsolves activaly in the wheat
grades of late, though tho grading of wheat is
& mattar which does not as direstly concern
thom as the quostion of grinding in
bond. They might moro prcfitably turn
their attention to this lattor questisu,

*
¥ *

LAST week The Commercial urgod bricfly
the quostion of fixing grades of No. ! and
No. 2 trosted wheat, whenover wo happen
to bave a portion of the crop dameged by
froat. It is to be hoped thaut the new stan-
dards’ board, which will soon meet in Winni-
peg, will declaro against this custom. Tho
fixing of theso grades makes it appear that
this class of wheat is one of the staple produc-
tions of the country. It is not pleasing to
road in British commercial journals about the
arrival and sale of parcels of Manitoba frosted
wheats. They have frosted wheats at Duluth
and Minneapolis, but they do not unneces-
sarily advertise the fact by giving them
special grades. It is not necessary to classify
frosted wheat a3 No. 1 a'.d No. 2 under sny
name. The proper place for this low grade
stuff would be to grade it No. 4 and No. 5.
It would then comse in the order in which it
balongs. 3ome of the dealers think it sounds
too low to make grades of No. 4 and No. 5,
and that it would be harder to sell a No. 4
grade than a No. 1 frosted, but itisnotlikely
that buyers are deccived by the grade num-
ber. Classifying frosted wheat as No. 1
frosted. of course, nominally gives it o high
grade, (which it is not entitled to), but it will
not deceive tho buyer, who always learns
what constitutes the different grades before
purchasing. The only result therefore is to
unnecessarily advertise all over the world the
idea that frosted wheat is a staple here. 8o
far asgiving these wheats low gvades is con-
cerned, grades under No 8 are quoted daily
in Chicago and other warkets, gud they no
doubt sell just as well as if they were called
by some other name with a higher grade

number attached.

¥ * *

THE item in the Dominion estimates in aid
of dairying in the Territorics, evidently
means that the government has adopted Prof.
Robertson’s plan of assisting to establish a
largo dairy in-erest in the Territories. Prof.
Robertson proposed that when a company of
farmers hud raised a given sum of money aud
had amongst them a cartain namber of cows,
the governmant should advance & sum suffi-
cient to establish a properly equipped factory.
The government would take charge of the
factory, putting a competert man in control,
and would charge the cost of manufacturing
and would retain also the further sum of one
cont per pound to repay the loan. By the
time the loan was repaid it is expected the
directors would have acquired sufficient ex-
perienceto allow the government to withdraw,
leaving the factory entirely in tho hands of

Continued on Page 113.



