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WINNIPEG, AUGUST 22, 1903,

OR. FLETCHER ON NATURE
STUDY.

e newly formed Natural History
jety have lald Winnlpeg under a

Introducing the speaker of the
ing spoke for a few moments on
aims of the society. Among other
s he mentioned a scheme for get-
4 popular vote on which one of the
ve tlowers should be chosen as the
er 0f the province, following the

tie
s in glving an evening to tnz
1y alter coming off a long and toil-

Fleicher was greeted with very
W applause, on rising, and ex-

% many present, saying that he
nol expected to see more U
0, wiich was the usual thing
)

He is thoroughly enthused

his subject and presents it graphi-

in the simplest and cholcest

. His volce is full and pleasant
0f

s address lasted about an hour it
t possible to reproduce It in full,
4 few of the thoughts suggested

and the government had

of having their children recelve

Value of Nature Study.

E

us knowledge of common things.
1 a1 going to make you a

tle deed:
but the whole beautiful

taught me when I was a lad, We
Wwere walking through one of the bean-
t'ful parks in London, a perfect gar-
der of beauty and [ sald, “How de-

hi It would be if all this were
and 1y father replied: “It is ail
ours. We possess the whole of it, w

& beautiful present when I have glven
You this thought, which may not have
come to many of you before, that all
this beautiful province of the west Is
yours to enjoy?

no
With you Is that nature study wili do
Away with much of the nu‘{leu fear
of our common wild animais. Papers
and many books are greatly to blame
for publishing stories of people In our
own country belng destroyed by

wolves and . No, as tter of
fact, and I have Inquired carefully for
years, t ardly an authentie

be relleved of this fear. And it can
be done b‘ a little careful study and
Inquiry. hen as to bears; a short
time ago there was an account of a
man in the Rockles being attacked and
killed by a grizzly bear. I was very
much Interested and made careful in-
Quiry and found that the man had got-
ten between a bear and her cub on a
log and this had infuriated her, The
only other case was that of a man
Who suddenly jumped upon a grizzly as
he lay beside a log. After the most
diligent Inquiry these were the only
two cases in ten years that could be
at all authenticated. Then people are
very much afrald of black bears, pos-
sibly because they are the most com-
mon, yet I doubt If one authentic case
Of a black bear attacking anyone in
the west can be establis)
take a little time and Ing
Some of these bear storles,
Afraid of the Dark.

Perhaps there 1s no one thing that

uses more suffering among children
than being afrald of the dark.
It people would only 8top to think,
there are not half the dange: to
children in the dark that ther e in
the dark; then why do we fear iL ?
familiarity with common things will
de much "to dispel this fear among
children, There Is nothing to fear in
the dark; they why do we fear 1t?
Vbery largely because we bel
gho!

ed.  Just
quire into

I left In the church yard?" Ho sald
Id do as well the next day, |
sald: “You

s &frald hosts,”
Oh, no; he was not' he

id of g

did not belleve
in them, but it was an eerle place to
go. I sald: “You belleve in ghosts,
that is why you think it eerle, It you
did not, you would know that a church
yard Is one of the safest places you
could go to;"” and 8o on through a hun-
dred Instances,

Value of Definite Knowledge.

Perhaps the greatest of all good

from nature stu t it glves us

definite common
things,
us. D

eyes of favor on the geolo-
gist; with "him was associated the
mineralogist and the metallurgisi, and
this led up to the finding ol’lgl , and
everyone wants gold. m  the
botanists began to be considered use-
ful. They had a knowledge of plants
+And very many plants were used in
medicine, and we might all want medi-

sometime, and so the botanists
were allowed to be . But the
man who studled insects was regarded
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u
ar ile wos laughed at, scorned,
To-day we kuow that one-half of all
t of our country is affected

a
one-fifth Is destroyed every year by
hy
studied insects have been able Lo de-

vise means for protecting the products
itry from any of these in-

they were considered a great treasure.
were rare in Colorado because
the plants they fed on were rare, But
the potato bug was of the same family,
and the Insects rapldly increased until

0 find something to destroy

last a simple thing was found—Parls

What Nature Study Is.
Nature Study 1s, after all,
looking at a1 object and thin

veloped of the animal species,
say we see things, but do we?

This Is why the children of
t generation will be so much

feund In studying the
Ruture, Dr. Fletcher again spol

acquired by this study

people do not know that

in
breadth but one poisonous
in the British Columbia v,
Tattle snakes swarm an

doubt and this definite ki

our army in South Afri

UBE i
is accepted as a scientific

1235

as simple language. 1 do no Ssuppose
it will ever come to pass, but I would
like to persuaue people to stop saying

they “commence a thing"
“they begin It" and to say

thing” and not accomplish it
keep the word out as much as
possible, there Is too much misappl

tion of terms.

In Canada people call

everything that is less than a cat a
bug.

Another suggestion that T would like
t> make is that at your winter gather-
ings you have sections of insects under

the microscope.

fly or the ear of a cricket. Many peo.
vie would be surprised to learn that a

Sav the tongue of a

ket has his ears In his legs and

1ot in his head.

Another thing that would be of great
value, an which I8 now beig attempt-
ed in the public schools would be to
teach the younger members to recog-
nize plants by their seeds. This wil

In conclusion, let me say again, the

world Is yours to enjoy;
rature Is perfect and becaus
fect 17 1s created for a defi

ti others we

methodlical,

careful, painstaking, and this leads to
fruth, which is the end of all

Dr. Fletcher

close Interest,

was listened to with
and at the close

of his address was tendered a
very heanty vote of thanks, the mover,
Rev. J. McClung, and the seconder,
Mr. Fugh McKellar, both making
brief addresses of appreciation, Dr,
Fletcher suitably acknowledgea the

vote.

EUROPEAN

WHEAT SUPPLIES.

European wheat supplies. unlike
those In this country, show the usual
decrease in July, saysgiradstreets. The
total eunnlv on August 1 this year
was 47,200,000 bush.is, which marks a
decline of 8,200,000 bushels from July
1. "A vear ago In July the decrease
was 14 900,000 bushels, while two years
a0 the decrease was 4,000,000 bushels,
Following are the figures of Buropean
stocks on the first of each month for
eight yeurs past:

[Five
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8 70
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1809, 1000, 1901, 1902, 1908
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on Angust 1 this year
5,200 000 bushels more

than was held on August 1 a vear ago,
hut with that excention it Is the smal-
leat held on August 1 since 1808, The
consolidated Amerfean and Furonean

sipnly is  the

ovember 1, 180K,
figures will show:

The total stock

000 bushels,
000 bushels from July 1. of

[81x fiwures omitted.[
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as  the following
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here given Is on'y T0,.-
a decrease of 11.000.-

. 000
hnshola from August 1 last year, of
AR OO 0N bushels :hvm 1%1 ;::: of
BROMN00 bushels from ) an
inerease of 12000.000 over " the atock

held on August

No. ,“«mn hides

tween an:

3.3

re hovering be-
o in the Chlcago

market, with very lttle business do-
ine.

Professor I(urlhlllih the  Enclish

int the British

te of
. things—the mosquito and the
y.

I 1 might make a suggestion I would
say, drop the entomology branch and
call it the Insect branch of your so-

People are often trightened by
rds,  There Is nothing so good

working classes spend every year not

less than *
do nothine to
vler or nobler.”

000,000 for thines that

ake them elther hao-
‘The president of the

WMritish Assoclation, In a recent ad-

dress, before the economio section,

confirmed these estimates ; and avow-

ed his bellef that sum named above
food alone,

was wasted In



