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attention, atnd resultcd iii thc Act 9 Vie. eh. 58,
whieIh provides for the future payînent o)f the expen-
ses of criinnl justice in Upper Canada, out of the
public funds of the Province.

It docs mot ful tvitiu our province to examine
t1ic expeidiency and political nleeessity for tus Aet.
We purpose miercly te, draw attention te thc Law as it
stands, and tic administration of it whichi righitly or
othcrwise, bias causcd mucli dissatisfaction to thc
County Municipahities in Upiper Canada. If thc net
lias mot been fairly construed, a partial reiuedy exists
witlîout fresli legisiation. If it have received thc libe-
rai and beneficial construction it is cntitled te, thc
legislature alone can grant adequate rcdrcss to, the
people of Upper Canada.

Ilefore procecding to examine tic Act, ire would
observe tint tiiere are certain fixed principles whiehi
must guide in thc exposition of a writtcn law, and tint
neitlier tic Geverniinent nor tic Courts of Justice
nmay depart from tic rules of interpretation whiici tlhc
law bias flrmly establislicd. It is neitiier tic pro-
vince nor tic righit of a Judge, (mucli leas tic iecad of
a departnîent), te deotermine on is individual prîvate
views. The judicial utind lu whiclî tic laiv is said te
repose is quite distinct from his personal, conscience.
The party undertakzing to deternîine tic scopie and
effeet of a statute, and with power to net on sucli con-
struction, assumes tic office of a Judge ; so lot it
net be said tint the princîple -%vi1l mot apply te tic
heads of departments, or tlîe public functionares-
tlîey are bound by thec samne rules wirhcli prevail in the
Courts-they mîust pursue preciscly tic saine process
in arriving at thc meaning of the Legisiature. An
absolute power to prononce, ivonld be mnifestly
unconstitutional and dangerous iu tic hîiglic.t degrec
-it docs not cxist. Witli tic aid tien of tic recog-
nizcd principles of construction, ive proccdé to
examine thc Act in detail.

Thc Statuto is cntitlcd "lAn Act for défra11ing lte
expen ses of tic Administration of Justice in criminal
matters, in tint part of the Province fornierly Upper

Canaa."The preamble reads tins, «1 Wlîcrcas it is
expedlicut te provide tîtat thc expenses of thc admin-
istration of crituinal justice in Upper Canada, now
paid by local taxation, shall in time te corne bc paid
eut of tic public funds cf thus Province, under tic
proviionis liereinaftermai.

"Th:it the expenses of the adinini8tration, of cri-
mina.isUtWc, 4c * *

lie do not pause to consiler the mcaning of the word
"admnisratqn~"in the connection bore lusc,-it

alwa.ys lias the saine signification-the act of aduiu-
istering, conducting, dispensing.

"Administration of crirninaljuatice." These ternis
are comrnonly and appropriately uscd in contradistinc-
tion to administration of justice in civil matters, and it
is submnittcd are s0 empleyed hcrc. Jurisprudence is
divided into twe great departinents-conprchiending
matters criminal, and matters civil-lie one treat-
ing of and cmnbracing the relations of mca to the su-
prernc power in the State, and to ecd otlîcr in those
tliings which concern the State-the other-the rela-
tions of men to cadi other-in other %vorls-Pt.PuWc
wrongs and private wrongs, crimes, and civil injuries.
Publie tvrongs or crimes Icare a breacli and violation
of the public riglits due to the whole cemnlunity, consi-
dcred as acommunity in its social aggregate capacity."
Private wrongs Ilare an infringement and privation of
tic civil riglits, which belong te individuals cousîdered
as individuals." Public tvrongs or crimes fali 'within
tlicfirit departmcnt--private wrongs or civil injuries
within thc second. Tic main objeet of law is thc
prevention and punisliment of crime, and this is coin-
prcliended in thc terms-"-ý administration of crintinal
justice." Thc power te, prevent as well as punisli
crime is given to inferior tribunals, or to particular
functionaries, as treil as to thc Superior Courts of
criminal jurisdiction, and 'whcn exereising this power
thiese tribunals or functionaries are engpged in tho
administration of criminal justice.

"Now 1yaid by, local taxatioit." As beforo re-
marked, ail these expenses -were before the passing-1
of tic net 9 Vie. paid out of thc County funds under
thc net of 1792, U.C. adopting the body of tic Englisli
law, or under some aet of thc Parliament of tjppcr
Canada or of titis Province, making soutespecial pro-
vision concerning thin. Thc 'words, Ilnow p-n*d by
local taxation," are cvîdently mot intendcd as descrip-.
tive of tlic particular kind of expenses wlîiclî are
before accurately and plainly stated, but mecly mg a
stateîncnt of fact iu conncction with thc after alteri-
tion or rencdy,-"l shalh in tiine to corne bic paid, ont
of the publie funids of ibis province."

The Le-gi.slaturc nnniiouncedl thc remcdly designcd,
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