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tral uridcr Lord Meclluirues Oovernment-a
pobt %vhich lie retinirîud aftcr the short adînins-
tration cf Sir Rlobert Pei, and held until lie

l uAde a b-aron %)f the Court of Exclictuer
ils 1 q'9. Altirougu 1îi. practice hiad beurn con-
fluîe-1 te the Courts of Chanccry, Banron Roifo
accquîiiîetl a h!hrcputtation as a comînon laiv

a~~~e nd the matiticr in which ho conducted
the IuLrinotià trial of tubli bas been remnembered
eveir since as a signal proof of bis judicial
aiin, Upun the roubignation of Lord Cottcn-

IiiinJune 1850, hie ng4s one o? the cern-
rîîsuesof the Great Seal, and in the saisie

year îuccedted Sir Lancelot Shadweil as Vice-
Cihanmcellor, ant! was, raibed to the peerage. In
Oct. 183 1 lit b chine 0une of the Lords Justices
ef Appeal in Chanccry, and at the end of 1855
!lo -icep)t-d the Chanttcellorship, vacated by
Lord St. Leonardi. This office ho rctained for
more tiuan frve ye.ar,,, under Lord Aberdeen
andi Lord Pàlhurston successiveiy ; nor was it
until Feb. 183, that lie gave place te Lord
Cliehnsiford. During this period it was Lord
CraI.tiiv;ttis niizforttine tube unequally yoked,
for nity official purpobes, witli an Attorney-

c.erai wl,- iso rare inteilectual vîgour and
zealus advocazy of Law Rtforrn contrasted
wvith bis own s!owcr and more cautious tcm-
perailient. lIii patiencee, bowever, bis honcsty
ùf purpose, and bi., conciliatory disposition
hiere ,tood hiuin in good stead, and hoe carried
with Im1 un the goodwill of the Chancery Bar
%%Ilin lie quitted the woolsack. Uponi the
return of Lord Pahinerston to, power in 185' 9,
Loril Caui.lbci1 was mnade Lord Chancellor,
anl was followcd ly Lord Westbury; but
îttr the iiinruoable fali of the latte-, about
Vaii, tille latycar, Lord Palmerston, wvho could
1'1 >pae the services of Sir Roundeli Painier
ils tOse flouse of Commons, again offered the
<iiancellorship to Lord Cranworth, wîo lias
Iillcd it withi credit ever since.

\"- one wj.uld venture tu dlaima for tie re-
Cri,, Chacliieor such £tme as lias been won
bv , irie uf his preducessors, two of whom,
..*ad snet the lea.st illustrious, are stili living at
ai VL J'y advanced age. In depth ef learning
he catinot bc cornparcd with Lord St. Leo-
uarI.;, nor in versatility of genus witb Lord
Brtougli.mn. Neither leai:ningy nor versatility,
lio%.wvvr, nor both cornbined, are sufficient to
ef.itute a model Lord Chancellor, and Lord
Cranworth, lias nianifested some other qualifi-
cixtion.s, iess reniaikable, indeed, but hardly
less essential. ln the flirst place, ho pessesses
a bounil and adlequate linowledgo of botiî our
lcgal systems-that is, of common law and
e.qtity. Thîis is no suinîl or ordinary attain-
ment for an Eîgishl lawyer. Lord Brougham
wlîeîî lie wai intrut.d with the Oreal Seal by
Lord (irey'), ivas chicfly known as an cloquent
adfv-'r.ate at Nibi Pi'ius and a powverfuil debater
in the flousbe of Conitions; and though bis
îuarIVcl.lots talents auJd iudustry enablcd him
te rv u thîe priniciples of equity, and even to,
.ipjly thein as ne otîe-r min could with se,
littie experience, yet bis judgments could not

nnd do not commnand the saine autlîor:ty a,
those of less gifted Cilancellors. Qn tl( tht,.
baud, Lord SEt Leonards, tiiotgli p)rofauridly
versed in tho mysteries of real pi'oîîerty kot
bnd littie, if any, practicai acq isintance il th
conîmon iawv. Lord Cranwortiî before 1,t
became Lord Chiancellor, hll occupied a seat
for soîne years on both judicini bouiche5, aodý
earnied the confidenct, of both brancht s uf L
legal Profession. It is to tiîis circiîsititne1
toot as well as te, bis unblenîislied per!s)as
cliaracter, that lie owcs bis iiffkîence il, the
Iluse of Lords. Since his accession to office
ho scems to have experlcnced ne difleiulty :n
prcsiding over that Assemnbly wîi«ch Lord
Westbury sounetirnes found so unruly. T[he
secret of this, ne doubt, is that Lord Cran.
worth bias nmade ne eneniiies; but lus opiiuin
on certain questions, such, as tiiose aflecting
crimin' 1 justice, is naturally reccived witb, tia'
greater attention because lie is known to bce
familiar with the duties of a counmon Iaw
judge.

The weak point in Lord Cranworth's public
life is bis want of sympathy with, refornis of
law. It is by no means an uncommon failinc;
with those who are plunged early iute the
details of business, with the prospect of suc.
cess and wealth if tboy ivili but make the bcst
of the existing systein, with the risk, approach
ing te a certainty, of failure if tlîey iusist on
broaching Ilcrotchets " in the hiope of tcîmnd-
ing it. Tine reason wby se feiw successful
lawyers are reformers is, that tuiti tbey iavu
succeeded no one cares te listen te tbeir su-.
gestions, and after tbey have succeeded tlcfr
own interests are cencerned in keceping thingb
as they are; ivhile, had they inanaged te gain
a bcaring sooner, they wouid probably flot
have succeeded at ail. Tbe oniy twe mon of'
our ewn times whe have couspicuously riscs
suporier te these anti-reformiug tendeucies, or
retained enurg-,y enoughi to lise the vautage
,,round ef a great position for the sake of la
itiating erganic changes, are Lord Broughani
and Lord Westbury; and tlîis a menit wliich
ia the eyes of posterity, will cuver a multitude
o? smos. It weuld be ungrateful net te recog-
nize the ieading part which Loi il Crauworth
took la passing tbe Charitable Trusts Act,
whencean, important reform la the mauag menat
o? these vast endewment may hercaft-cr bc
dated On most other proposais for improving,
our legai systein ho bas adopted wliat is called
IIthe safe side," and ba% done littie te realize
tbe vast designs bequeathed te bilm by Lard
Westbury in bis valedictory address te the
lieuse o? Lords. Those designs, involvinir the
formation of a complete digest as tue preper
basis for a future code, yet remnin te, be carried
eut. It ivould be tees much te expet o? the
new Lord Chancelier tiîat ho shouid deoete
hrniseif tes the execution o? a pî'ojcct whieh
originntudl with a political, oppoiient, and the
boueur o? accomplisiuing it will probablv lie
stili reserved, as it sliould be, for a Libcrah,
Government.-21ie T'imes.
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