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‘a moderate stock, the business done”hus heen
satistpctory. Quebec Ash Tiwber.—The mar-
ket has Kept steady, and ].n*lce's"mmnhun?d
Quebee and Lower Port Bircl Timber—The
stock is wore than ample, nnd prices have not
recovered. Pine Deals—Have not been so
firm. Spruce Deals.—The arrivals have been
Lenvy, and the stock is now suflicient. T
bardly so well maintained, owing to forced
sales.
The comparative arrivals of wood eargoes

from 1st January to 30th Nov. included:

1830 1672 ) 1878

g | loDS cy'sq tons C'rgp tony
Ct\nnda....,.(.:?rf.;olp&i 181,752 175]145,842, 96 88,168

New Brunsw :
Sova Beotin, ote. 45| 20,810] 43| 27,758 342 983
Totol Stnios o &3] 20a! sl Bbed Eslam

United States....

To our Frieyps.—The holblay. scazon of
1880-1, as ending the last year of the bard times
and ushering in the first year of what promises
to bean era of unexampled prosperity through-
out Canada, bids fuir to be characierized by
more than ordinary of gladness and rejoicing.
While we are happy to say that, owing perhaps
to the proper fulfilling of its mission, the Jous-
NaL or Conmerce bas no res-ou to thivk that it
is excluded from participating in the general
revival of prosperity, the proprictors trust 1o
continne still more deserving of the liberal s ip-
port which the numerous patrons of the enter-
prise have hitherto yecorded it by keeping puce
with the reqnirements of the age, by pursning
an independent and fearless course on ail mai-
ters relating to the business welfare of the com-
munity at large, and by industrionsly searching
where necessury beyond move surface indica-
tions for informatiou of consequence to se!lers
as well as to buyers.  To all and eaeh of our
many thousand readers we send greetings,
wighing them a Merry Christuas and o prosper-
oug and Happy New Year.

Trade at Neweastle, N.B., has considerably
improved.  The farmers have received good
prices for their produce, and merchants have
found trade 30 per cent. better than last year,
Hay brings S13 1o §14 per ton; butter, 22¢ to
25¢ per 1b ; eggs, 18¢ to 20¢ per doz. ; and oats,
50¢ per bushel, Messrs. D. & J. Ritchie have &
large number of men in the woods; they have
no logs left over, wherens lagt year they had
about & million and n halfl

Sinnasinl and Commersisl.

MONTREAL WHOLESALE MARKETS,
Tueusnay, Dee. 23rd, 1880,

The leading featare churacterising all whole-
sale markets at the moment is that of “ master-
1y inactivity.” This iz the period of winding-
up affuirs for the year,—ol tnking stock, balan-
cing books, and general liguidation ; nccording-
1y there is an apathy of feeling among all our
business men, and operations are cenfined to
the eaecmion of small orders to mect present
necessities.  Before our next issue wholesule
ealeshions will in a sense  be  forgot-
ten, in the heaviy enjoyment of Christmas
cheer aml werry-making Our  thronged
thorough-fares, attractive shop-window dis-
plays and crowded stores tell the tale of the
busy retailer, who in the various lines is driv-
ing an unusuallv brisk business. Tu fininces
taere is not & grent deul to note; money con-
tinues yuier aml easy at anchanpged rates of
interest and. discount.  Sterling Fxchange
quiet and stealdy at 83 prem, forround smnnnis
and 84 do cush over the counter. Gold drafts
on New York drawn at 4 yrem. The stock
market, under the influence of Syndicate rumors
an} clectric light reports, was weak during the
first few days, and City Gas, upon which the

Prices

principal raid was made by the “bears,” sold
at a murked decline, touching 146 yesterday
other lending securities ulsu suffered a-decling,
but- yesterday there was a rally, and so-day
quiten recovery, Montrenlselling at an advance
of over 1 mer cent, while Gas, Montreal Tele-
graph and Qaturio were dealt in at an advance
of 2 10 3 per cent. on yeslerday's values

Sales on 'Change to-day : Morning board,
75 Montreal at 1683 25 do - at 168} ; 36 do.nt
1084 ; 10 Peaples’ nt 93 25 Molsons' nt 94 1 8
Merehants’ at 1164325 doat 1164 5 50 Exchange
at G5 25 Commerce at 13615 125 do at )
50 Montreal Telegrapliat 200 do at 153
5 aoat 134 ; and 50 do nt 1 60 City Gas at
1473 100 doat 147]; 100 do av 148 250 do m
1484 4 Montreal Building Associntion at 6333
Tdo at 645 and 50 Canunda Cotton at 1224,
Afternoon  Board— Moutrenl at 168%; 25
Omiario at 973 ; 5 Melzonsat 1 Merchants
at 11655 200 Commcrer ex-div, g3 100
Montreal Telegraph Co. at 1334 ;23 City Pas-
senger At 1165 125 Gas at 149 150 do at 1483,

Asnen. Receipts moderate. - Saleof Firsts at
lower prices, $5.60 having been necepted tor new
beand ; Seconds, S4.60 5 Thirds, 34.00. In Deards
nothing has heen done.  The market for botl
Pots and Pearls closes guict. Recripis sinee 1st
January 8530 barrels Pa:s, 1480 harrels Pearls,
Deliveries 8923 barrels Pots, 1563 barrels Pean ls
Stock in store at six o'clock on 22nd December
69 barrels Pots and 21 barrels Pearls, besides
whieh there ave 114 hares 1= Pots and 69 bivrels
Pearls awaiting the 1881 braud,

Bouwrs axn Spogs.~—OQrders for futnre delivery
of Spring  gooids, forwarded by travellers, are
fairly nmnerons ; but business is expected to be
brisker after the holidnys.  The books just
batanced for the year show that, while the
margin of profits is in most cases searcely as
Inrge as that for 1879, the number of failures
fur the year s much smaller, and, consequently,
the total of Josses also. There have Iven no
alerations in prices, and probably none will be
made ; with the present cost of raw materinl,
however, quotations will likely be held firm,
Remittanees still reported good.

Frour aNp Gualy,—The grain trade for the
week under review has shown no imiication of
recovering its activity. It England and on
the Contivent, the mnrkets were perhaps
seantily supplied, but prices  were prevenied
from failing by thal cireumsianee, as otherwise
the great bulk on passage and (he inerense in
the Ameriean  visible supply would have
ocensioned n serions decline. At the cluse, the
situation remains nuchanged, and the inaninent
downward tendeney has been wrrested for the
present. ‘The long nssages of grain-ships from
thie Coutinent to England are saii 10 cudang ¢
the financind position of some houses in the
trade, and the heavy and sudden decline in
Maize these last 1wo days in Chicago may be
fraught with serious consequences. On the
24th of November lust, No. 2 Spring Wheat
wag sold_ at Chieago for Jaauary delivery
at- §115F per bushel. It sold yesterda)
same delivery at 084¢, and for May deliv
at 943 a decline of lac in 3% days: useless
to add that many failures are taking place
and that mare nre expecled. New York has
been sclling at a propurtionnte decline.  Bnr-
ley has also been aflected ; the fall bias been
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_in Chicago more than 10 cents Yor bushel in the

last ten days, und corn dropped about Te'in one
month.  Nothing has been done in our market
for export; a few car tonds were hought hy mil-
lers, and our guotations werely nonuual nre wu-
changed : Canadian NRed Winter No. 2. $1.2¢
Spring Wheat varies from 21,25 1o 8.5
other grains nre without inquiry. ¥, Ube,
lo 77¢ per461bs. ; Rye, 87¢ to'88¢ per 506 hs.;
Ouls, 35¢ per 32 lbs, and Peas, Rl¢ to §2¢ per
66 1bs.  /Yonr.—The market lins vemaived very
quict during the week, nnd thongh the prices
cannot be “quoted lower. the tendency is in
that direction,  Superior extra remains, ns pre-
viously guoted, from $5.40 to $3.33, at which
prices some transuctions bave taken place,

Duves axh . Cuemicatsi—There is not mitch
chiange to note 3 business continues pretty ac-
tive for lignt  goods and draggists’ sundrivs,
while heavy chemicals ave in lisht demand.
Guinine hag stiflened somewhat, but the demagd
wl this senson is votbeavy, ferax has improved
in value, the price in New York having nd-
vaneed about Z¢ per. ib, on account of heayy
shiymwent 1o England.  Promide Potash is alse
adittde bigher; other govas unchanged.  Inthe
Euglish warkets dullness contintes 1o prevail,
anyg prices nre nominally unchanged exeep for
Sul - Svcda, which, on secount of a denud
springiug up, luts advaneed 23 640 per ton,

Duy Goopso=Sane  houses ure in the midst
of stock tuking, otbers have fimshed, but busi-
ness with tpem allis rensonnbly  Lght, Orders
chicfly from the Lower Proviuees, for Sprug
gouus (o be delivered in Junuarey, aud Feb-
rury, when inpurtitions tive b oen received)
st sorting-up orders from the West have
demund d 7 eoasiden vime  apd  attention
adnng b week The  bLuoks are nor yet
balnoced for the Year, but it is generdly admitted
that s twost satlafactry deade s been done;
i reinilihices seet 1o ineress¢ as the season
rdvanees, A lew woeks ago wholesale deaders
were rusceptible (o surprtzes in tus connees
twn, but they Lave come o regurd  the daily
receipt ol large sums GFmoney s Roamner of
cotirse, wud lne ¢ settled downto the conviction
thitt they e experb ucing it tepetition of bisi
twes allnits o 1870 wll w7 Muny travellees
wre peturuing home tor the holudeys, nou, wob
favoratie  weather, e ity  amd counivy
retglers continte rvenutckably  busy.  The
Gttt Coltun Compuy  wtori us that
thetr brand A 1) 32 michies should be quotad 7 ¢
Tlis Compauy litve viscontinued the matufie-
e of 1w 36 inches § plain 72 dnches; Lore
Btrpes; A cloth; Canee Stripes, and XX 32
such tick.ugs,  See revised 1ist. The prices of
culored cotiens in Manchester it is reported
huve sdvapead somew het wiihin the past week,
owing partially to 0 3 per  cent. advanee in
spiuners’ wages,

Dasuy Pyovuck.—In butter there has been
nothing worthy of noie Gunspiving vuiside of
sales to the lueal trader Soveent basket lots of
rolls sold yesterdany st 17, Is and 19c per b,
Laglish nuol and eable advices this sweek nre
quite untasoruble. 3w ter that would have
veathzed 8Us i Laverpool aoanonth ugo js repore
ed Lo hve beea suerdiced at 33s 1o 4us Account
sules of tine butter custing 20¢ ou this side, re-
cetved here Tuesday, show anet price 1o ship-
pers, whea sold, of Te, nd it is said that they
consider thumselves lucky~iunuy kiod of luck
we imagine, bat it might dve been worse lor
them o bave b ld the poods lunger,  Creamery
butter veeently shipped froms New York lns been
oraeren back to thad uairket nom Liverpool, ts
it s beheved that iv ean be sold tere o belter
wdvantuge, even afL r pay ing tieight apd other
expenses  The present uopreeddestedly bad
conditivn of e Puglish marketis atwibuted
the immense quantities oi- counterfeit stufl ex-
purlial 10 and placed on il marken. Toe

heese trade bas apprrently whew o uen for
the Getter, earlier thaue expecten; late cable
adviees are eincouraging, wiel New York mar-
ket s also betier; the enrrent tone there is
healibful and cheertul, with the gain aauwde on
prices well sustianed.  Yesterdny s Hultelin
suys : The best Lnes are inaiflereuly offered,
i the expoetntion thatt the reecips wall steadily
fadl off, and thas, wath thie new year, teade watl
vun farger.  Bxportess e wking the tormer
cluss o stock vnty ns they ave compelled by
orders, and weet e ontside e quoted, Ity
very diliull, however, 1o getover 13¢, and from
12510 L3¢ covers the general runge on the best
parcets, Uther grades ave held with’ o fuir
show of strongth, but buye s do not appenr
anxions  Here there s no movement beyond
sales to the retail trade, and - values are steauy
and unchanged.

Prgne~Market dull, as. is usunl during Xmas

holidays ; “dealers report thatthere is absos

lutely nothing doing, and ‘prices remain steady




